[image: ][image: Grow In Love] 
Grow in Love – Senior Infants
September


	Theme 1
	Our World

	
	Week 1
God is with Us
	Week 2
God created our World
	Week 3
Thank you, God, for our World
	Week 4
God asks us to care 
for the World

	Learning  Objectives
	· God is with me at all times
· God loves and cares for me
	· Tell the creation story
· Appreciate the world God created
	· Show care for God’s world
· To pray Ps 104
· The story of King David
	· Take care of God’s creation
· Pray the Morning Prayer

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Talk about starting P2 and the differences from P1
Story:  Another New Beginning
Take a class photograph for sacred space
Scripture:  God is everywhere Ps 139 adaptation
Poem:  God is with Me

PB: p2 David
Remind the children what a prayer space is and discuss items in prayer space

TM pp24-29
	Video:  Summer
Poem:  Thank you God for Summertime
Scripture:  Creation Story 1
Gen 1: 1-23 adapted
Scripture:  Creation Story 2
Gen 1: 27-28 adapted
Poem:  My Body

PB: p4 God created
Song: Thank you, God, for Our World

TM pp30-35
	Activity:  Guessing Game
Scripture:  David loved God’s world
Remind children about St Francis and his care for God’s world
Ps 104: O God, how great you are!
Video:  Vox Pop

PB: p6 God’s Creation

TM pp36-40
	Activity:  Nature Walk or
Video:  Our Wonderful World
Scripture:  Creation Story 2 video
Song:  Caring for God’s World
Activity:  Talk about caring/harming our world

PB: p8 We care for our world

TM pp41-47

	Praying Together
	Sign of the Cross
Prayer:  Giving Thanks
	Sign of the Cross
Prayer of thanksgiving
Place items in the prayer space
Prayer:  Glory Be 
	Prayer:  Glory Be
Remind children about using their inside voice to pray
Song:  Quiet and Still
Prayer:  Thanking God
	Prayer:  Morning Prayer
Prayer Service:  Our World

	At Home
	PB p3 God is with me
	PB p5 Senses
	PB p7 David loved God’s world
	PB p9 Caring for the world

	Other Suggestions for September
	Feast day:  Birthday of Our Lady (8th)
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October


	Theme 2
	We Belong

	
	Week 1
I belong in my Family
	Week 2
My Family belongs 
in a Community
	Week 3
We all belong in one 
Human Family
	Week 4
We can pray to God

	Learning  Objectives
	· About God’s love for me
· God loves every family
· Every family is different
	· My local parish
· How people use their gifts and talents
· We are members of our parish
	· All people are created by God
· Mother Teresa
· We can share love 
· Faith and trust in God
	· Our Father
· To pray in thanksgiving
· Value the importance of praying

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Activity:  We Belong
Story:  Alanna Asks
Activity:  My Family Tree
Vox Pop:  Different families

PB p10 Things we do together
Activity: Greeting Card

TM: pp56 - 61
	Video:  Morning Time
Where we live
Story:  Match Day in Mountshannon
Song:  Created by God
Slideshow:  Match Day in Mountshannon

PB: p12 Our family lives here
Sharing our gifts and talents

TM pp 56 - 61
	Video:  One Family
Song:  Created by God
Story:  Mother Teresa
We can share love

PB: p14 Our Family
Circle Time:  Passing kind words
Discuss the saint the school is named after

TM pp 68 -72
	Talk about praying
Scripture:  Jesus prays
Song:  Jesus prayed to God
Scripture:  Jesus teaches his friends to pray

PB: p16 Jesus prays

TM pp 73 - 79

	Praying Together
	Prayer:  People who Help Us
Pray using our inside voice
	Prayer:  Prayer of Blessing
Thanking God for all in our community
	Prayer:  Families all over the world
Night Prayer
Asking the saints to pray for us
	Praying for others
Begin to learn the Our Father
Prayer Service

	At Home
	PB p11 Our Family
	PB p12 We care for the community
	PB p15 Mother Teresa
	PB p17 Our Father

	Other Suggestions for October
	The month of the Rosary
The Month of Missions
Feast Days:  St Therese of Lisieux (1st); St Francis of Assisi (4th); Our Lady of the Rosary (7th); St Carlos Acutis (12th); St Teresa of Avila (15th)




[image: ][image: Grow In Love] 
Grow in Love – Senior Infants
November


	Theme 3
	We Remember;  Advent and Christmas

	
	Week 1
Seasonal lesson - We Remember
	Week 2 (week 4 October)
We can pray to God
	Week 3
Advent Light
	Week 4
Mary says ‘Yes”!

	Learning  Objectives
	· To remember those who have died in a special way
· Those who die go to God
· Pray for those who have died
· Pray for families who have a family member who has died
	· Our Father
· To pray in thanksgiving
· Value the importance of praying
	· Advent means getting ready
· Identify Jesus as the light of the world
· To talk about the changes in God’s world
· Talk about the changes in our environment
	· Make and hear announcements
· The Angel Gabriel
· Retell the story of The Annunciation
· Honour Mary

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Online:  Seasons change
Song:  Remember Them
Story:  Remembering Uncle Tom
Online:  Visiting the graveyard

PB p58 In November, we pray for those who have died

TM pp 261-267
	Talk about praying
Scripture:  Jesus prays
Song:  Jesus Prayed to God
Scripture:  Jesus teaches his friends to pray

PB: p16 Jesus prays

TM pp 73 - 79
	Story:  A Winter Morning
Chat about light and darkness
Art:  Advent wreath
Talk about the meaning of the Advent wreath
Song:  Advent Song

PB p18 What things do we need in winter?

TM pp88-93
	Online:  Announcements
Drama:  Announcing Good News
Scripture:  Lk 1:26-32; 38
Song:  Mary
Art:  Mary

PB p20 The Angel Gabriel comes to Mary

TM pp94-99

	Praying Together
	Praying for those who have died
Eternal Rest grant unto them …
	Praying for others
Begin to learn the Our Father
Prayer Service
	Pray using our inside voices
Prayer Service
	Thank God for Good News
Hail Mary (with actions)

	At Home
	Eternal rest grant unto them …
	PB p17 Our Father
	PB p19 The Advent Wreath
	PB: p21 Hail Mary

	Other Suggestions for November
	The month of the Holy Souls
Feast Days:  All Saints (1st); All Souls (2nd); All Saints of Ireland (6th); 
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	Theme 3
	Christmas

	
	Week 1
 Jesus is Born
	Week 2 
Gifts for the Baby
	Week 3
Christmas Activities
	Week 4

	Learning  Objectives
	· The figures in the crib
· Jesus is God’s gift to the world
· Pray Hail Mary
· God’s love for us
	· Shepherds and Wise Men came to see Jesus
· Share the good news of Jesus’ birth with our families
	
	

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Poem:  The Present
Song:  Quiet and Still
Song:  Mary
Scripture:  Lk 2:1, 3-7;
Chat about Jesus as God’s gift
Art:  The gift of love

PB: p20 p22 Who was in the stable?

TM pp100-105
	Online:  Gifts for the baby
Art:  Nativity scene
Scripture:  Lk 2:8-18,20;
Song:  Mary
Scripture:  Mt 2:1-2, 9-11;
Art:  Nativity scene

PB p24 Who told the shepherds Jesus was born?

TM pp 106-111
	Own activities related to Christmas and school setting
	

	Praying Together
	Prayer:  Hail Mary
	Prayer
Prayer Service
	
	

	At Home
	PB: p23 The Present
	PB: p25 Who visited the stable?
	
	

	Other Suggestions for December
	Feast Day:  Immaculate Conception of Blessed Virgin Mary (8th)
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	Theme 4
	The Holy Family

	
	Week 1
	Week 2
Simeon and Anna meet Jesus 
	Week 3
Jesus grew up in Nazareth
	Week 4

	Learning  Objectives
	
	· Talk about Jesus as the gift Anna and Simeon were waiting for
· Talk about why God sent Jesus into the world
· Pray to our Angel Guardian
	· Name Nazareth as the place where the Holy Family lived
· Talk about the ways the Holy Family prayed together
· Describe some of the things the Holy Family did together
· Spend time talking to God
	

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	
 
	Online:  Waiting
Art:  Christmas Memories
Scripture:  Lk 2:25-40; Simeon and Anna meet Jesus
Drama:  Miming the Scripture Story
Song:  When Jesus was a Boy
Chat about Jesus

PB p26 Simeon and Anna meet Jesus

TM pp120-125
	Chat about homes
Online:  The Holy Family
Poem:  Jesus lived in Nazareth
Art:  Prayer cards

PB p28 The Holy Family lived in Nazareth

TM pp126-131
	Focus on the activities for Diocesan Online Mission and Catholic Schools’ Week


	Praying Together
	
	Prayer to Guardian Angel
Prayer Service
	Prayer for Families
Prayer Service:  Holy Family
	

	At Home
	
	PB p27 Jesus is God’s precious gift
	PB p29 Jesus lived in Nazareth
	PB p9 

	Other Suggestions for January
	Feast day:  Mary, Mother of God (1st); Epiphany (6th); Baptism of Our Lord
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	Themes 5 and 6
	St Brigid and the Spring; Jesus

	
	Week 1
St Brigid
	Week 2
God cares for us in Spring
	Week 3
	Week 4
We listen to stories

	Learning  Objectives
	· Talk about the qualities of 
· St Brigid  
· Talk about being kind like 
· St Brigid
· Retell the story of St Brigid
· Show kindness to others
	· Talk about the changes in Springtime
· Recognise that God continues to care for his world
· Appreciate and look after the environment
	
	· Share a family story that has been told to me
· Share Bible stories I know
· Talk about and illustrate my favourite Bible story 

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Poem:  Kindness
Online:  St Brigid
Story:  St Brigid
Chat about Spring
Song:  We Sing a Song to Brigid
Art:  I can be kind like Brigid by …


PB p30 St Brigid was …

TM pp138-142 
	Online:  Spring
Story:  Ruby Rook’s Spring Challenge
Chat about caring for God’s world
Art:  Spring Trees
Activity:  Planting seeds

PB p32 Spring has sprung!

TM pp143-150
	
	Story:  I remember …
Story:  Grandad, tell us a story
Poem:  Stories
Online:  Stories from the Bible
Online:  Where do I belong?
Activity:  Show and Tell

PB p34 We hear stories from the Bible

TM pp158-163

	Praying Together
	Prayer for people who show kindness
Prayer Service
	Morning and Night Prayers
Prayer Service:  St Brigid and the Spring
	
	Reflective prayer time – inside voice
Prayer:   Reflecting on Bible story

	At Home
	PB p31 Tell the story
	PB p33 Thank you God for Spring
	
	PB p35 I remember …

	Other Suggestions for February
	Feast day: St Brigid (1st); The Presentation in the Temple (2nd); St Gobnait (11th); Our Lady of Lourdes (11th);
Ash Wednesday and Lent (see first lesson in March)
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	Theme 6
	Lent; Jesus

	
	Week 1
Seasonal Lesson - Lent
	Week 2
Jesus Feeds the People
	Week 3
Jesus Calms the Storm
	Week 4
Jesus Heals the man who was Blind

	Learning  Objectives
	· Name Lent as a time to say sorry
· Recognise when I hurt someone I need to say sorry
· Talk about living as Jesus wants me to
	· The Bible is a holy book from which we learn about God
· Retell the story of Jesus feeding the people
· Show respect for the Bible as a sacred book
	· Talk about who I turn to when I am frightened
· Retell the story of the Calming of the Storm
· Discuss what Jesus did 
	· The story of Bartimaeus and what the story tells me about Jesus
· More about Jesus and his love for me

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Song:  Created by God
Story:  Angela’s Bad Day
Chat about saying sorry to God
Art:  Lenten sorry Chain

PB p60 Lent is a time to say sorry

TM pp269-277
	Chat about the Bible
Scripture:  Jn 6:1-13 Jesus feeds the people
Song:  Miracle Song - The Loaves and the Fishes
Scripture:  The Little Boy’s story
Chat about being generous

PB p36 What did the boy have in the basket?

TM pp164-169
	Online:  Vox Pox
Scripture:  Jesus Calms the Storm Mk 4:35-41; Lk 8:22-25; 
Mt 8:23-27
Song:  Miracle Song - Jesus calms the Storm
Poem:  The Storm on the Sea
Drama:  The Storm on the Sea
Chat about feeling afraid

PB p38 Jesus calms the storm

TM pp170-174
	Activity:  I spy
Scripture:  Mk 10:46-52
Song:  Miracle Song – Jesus Helps a Man to See
Drama:  Hot Seat: Ask Questions
Art:  I Can See

PB p40 Our eyes are important

TM pp175-181
 

	Praying Together
	Prayer:  We know God is with us
Prayer Service:  Lent
	Bible Procession Ritual
Grace Before and After Meals
Prayer Service
	Pray Our Father
Pray Our Father with actions
	Pray Our Father
Prayer Service; Jesus

	At Home
	PB p61 I can say that I am sorry
	PB p37 I can show love
	PB p39 Jesus’ Friends
	PB p41 Jesus helps a man to see

	Other Suggestions for March
	Feast days:  St Patrick (17th); St Joseph (19th); The Annunciation (25th)
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	Theme 7
	Holy Week and Easter

	
	Week 1
The Last Supper
	Week 2
Jesus dies on the Cross
	
	Week 4
Jesus is alive!

	Learning  Objectives
	· About Jesus’ Last Supper
· One way I can remember Jesus
· To engage in meditative prayer
	· Explain the Sign of the Cross
· Jesus’ love for me by dying on the cross
· Retell the story of Jesus dying on the cross
	
	· Put the events of Holy Thursday and Good Friday in order
· Talk about the Risen Jesus appearing to his friends
· Retell the Easter story

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Online:  A Special Meal
Scripture:  The Last Supper
Song:  The Last Supper
Art:  The Last Supper painting
Online:  Vox Pox

PB p42 Last Supper

TM pp190-194
	Story:  Guess How Much I Love You
Online:  Jesus
Scripture:  Jesus dies on the Cross
Chat about our Lenten tasks
Art:  Cross template

PB p44 Jesus dies on the Cross

TM pp195-201
	
	Online:  Retelling the Story
Scripture:  Jesus is Alive
Song:  Alleluia
Art:  He is risen
Chat about Jesus’ Resurrection

PB: p46 Jesus’ death was not the end

TM pp202-208

	Praying Together
	Thank God for celebrations
Prayer: Do This in Memory of Me
	Prayer:  God’s Love
Prayer Service
	
	Prayer:  Help us to live like Jesus
Prayer Service; Holy Week and Easter

	At Home
	PB p43 The Last Supper
	PB p45 Jesus dies on the cross
	
	PB p47 How did Jesus’ friends feel?

	Other Suggestions for April
	Depending on the date for Easter some of this work may be covered during March. The planners may be adjusted to suit the Liturgical year, both months and school holidays.
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	Themes 8 and 9
	Mary; The Church; Baptism

	
	Week 1
Seasonal Lesson- Mary
	Week 2
A Place to Gather
	Week 3
A Place of Prayer
	Week 4
A Baby’s Baptism

	Learning  Objectives
	· Prepare and talk about a May Altar
· Discuss May is a special month for Mary
· Talk about other titles for Mary
	· Identify and name my local Church
· Talk about the purpose of a Church
· Retell the story of The House of Prayer
	· Talk about showing respect for the Church building
· To genuflect and explain the meaning
· Talk about the Paschal Candle
	· What happens at Baptism
· Name the Baptismal font and Paschal Candle
· Talk about my Baptism using photographs
· I belong to God’s family 

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Online:  Mary
Song:  When Creation was Begun
Chat about Mary
Art: Flowers for the Sacred Space

PB p62 May Altar

TM pp278-284
	Online:  Building a Parish
Scripture:  A House of Prayer
Song:  The Church
Chat about the parish
Art:  The Church

PB p48 King Solomon’s House of Prayer

TM pp216-220 
	Online:  The Church Building
Online:  Inside the Church
Genuflecting
Paschal Candle

PB p50 Objects in Church

TM pp221-225
	Online:  Baby’s first book of Firsts
Story:  The Baby is Baptised
Online:  Baptism
Song:  Baptism Song
Chat about the children’s Baptisms

PB p52 Elizabeth’s Baptism

TM pp230-234

	Praying Together
	Hail Mary with actions
Prayer Service:  Mary
	Prayer of Thanks
Prayer:  Glory Be
	Blessing with Holy Water
Prayer Service: The Church
	Morning Prayer
Prayer Service
Glory Be

	At Home
	PB p63 May is the month of Mary
	PB p49 Our Parish
	PB p51 Our Church
	PB p53 My Baptism

	Other Suggestions for May
	Feast days:  St Joseph the Worker (1st); Blessed Edmund Rice (5th); Our Lady of Fatima (13th); St Brendan (16th); The Ascension; Pentecost; Most Holy Trinity; The Visitation (31st)
The month of May is traditionally devoted to Our Lady – you may wish to revise The Rosary
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	Themes 9 and 10
	Baptism; Grow in Love

	
	Week 1
John Baptises the People
	Week 2
We can Grow in Love
	Week 3
We continue to Grow in Love
	

	Learning  Objectives
	· The differences between John the Baptist’s Baptism and my Baptism
· Retell the story of John’s Baptism
· Discuss the things John told the people
	· Talk about making difficult choices
· How Jesus’ teaching helps me
· Predict the ending of a story
· Be fair and just to follow Jesus
	· Retell Bible stories I know
· Talk about my favourite Bible story
· Talk about my favourite way to pray
· Give thanks to God
	

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Activity:  Feely bag celebration
Scripture:  John the Baptist
Online:  We can show our love for God
Art:  I can show my love for God by …
PB p54 John baptises the people

TM pp235-241
	Story:  Sandra and Stephen
Scripture:  Jesus teaches us 
Mt 22:34-40
Activity:  Making good choices 
Online:  Choices

PB p56 Good Choices

TM pp248-252
	Activity:  Favourite things and being kind
Activity:  Memory Book
Online:  Favourite Bible Story
Chat about Prayer
Art:  Thank you cards


TM pp253-256
	

	Praying Together
	Prayer of thanks
Night Prayer
Prayer Service - Baptism
	Prayer – Our Father
Prayer Service
	Prayer of Thanks
Prayer Service – Grow in Love
	

	At Home
	PB p55 John the Baptist
	PB p57 Good Choices
	
	

	Other Suggestions for June
	Feast days:  Corpus Christi; Most Sacred Heart of Jesus (11th); Birthday of St John the Baptist (24th); 
The month of June is traditionally devoted to the Sacred Heart
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