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Grow in Love – Junior Infants
September


	Theme 1
	My Family 

	
	Week 1
I have a Name
	Week 2
I have a Family
	Week 3
I can share love with my Family
	Week 4
We are all One Family

	Learning  Objectives
	· God knows my name and everything about me
· Pray the Sign of the Cross

	· Name the people who care for me
· Pray to God
· Give thanks to God for my family
	· Show love with my family
· Pray the Morning Prayer
	· All people in the world are part of the human family
· Share love with everyone
· Pray the Morning Prayer

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Talk about “My name is …”
Song:  I Have a Name
Story:  Her Name is …
Talk about God
Decorate own name

PB p2 Everything has a name

TM pp24-28
	Story:  Saturday
Talk about people who care for me

PB p4 My family cares for me
Song:  They care for me 
Family portraits

TM pp29-34
	Talk about showing love 
Story:  Brothers
Poem:  A Cupful of Kindness

PB p6 Heart template 
Song:  They care for me

TM pp35-39
	Video:  Families
Story:  Brendan
Interactive Activity:  Who can help?

PB p8 One Family
Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down activity

TM pp40-46

	Praying Together
	Talk about the Prayer Space
Invite children to place their decorated names in the prayer space before prayer time
Sign of the Cross

	Use our ‘Inside Voice’ to pray
Display the family portraits
Song: Quiet and Still (Track 2 
p49)
Morning Prayer 
(first two lines)
Prayer time
	Place the heart templates in the prayer space
Morning Prayer
(first four lines)
Prayer time

	Song:  I Have a Name
Morning Prayer
(whole prayer)
Prayer Service

	At Home
	PB p3 I have a name
	PB p5 This is our family
	PB p7 A Cupful of Kindness
	PB p9 Ways we show love

	Other Suggestions for September
	Feast day:  Birthday of Our Lady (8th)
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October


	Theme 2
	Our World

	
	Week 1
Seasonal Lesson - Autumn
	Week 2
God Created the World
	Week 3
God Created Us – We are Special!
	Week 4
We can care for the World

	Learning  Objectives
	· God cares for the world
· Describe the changes we see in autumn
	· God created the world
· Tell the story of creation
· Thank God for the beauty of the world
	· Tell the story of the creation of the human person
· Appreciate each person is special
	· Identify one way we can care for the world
· Pray Glory be to the Father with actions 
· Saint Francis

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Talk about changes in autumn Plan a nature walk in a local park/environment
Collect leaves, nuts, berries etc for leaf rubbings
Story:  Rusty Squirrel’s First Autumn

PB p54 God cares …

TM pp 225 - 232
	Video:  Our Wonderful World Creation story Parts 1 , 2 and 3
Feely bag with fruit and vegetables

PB p10 God made all the animals of the world

TM pp 56 - 61
	Video:  Hey! Look what I can do!
Creation story Part 4
Story:  Stretch
Video:  Glory be to the Father Stand up anyone who can …

PB p12 Hey! Look what I can do!
I am special because I can …

TM pp 62 -66
	Revise last part of Creation story
Game:  Who am I?
Story:  Saint Francis
Caring for our world
Drama:  Teacher in role/hot seating

PB p14 St Francis cared for the world
This is me template

TM pp 67 – 73

	Praying Together
	We give thanks to God
Thank you God for autumn 
Place items/leaf rubbings in prayer space
Song:  Quiet and Still
Reflective music
	Thank you God
Glory be to the Father
Place some pictures of creation/ toy animals in the prayer space
Poster 2
	Glory be to the Father (with actions)
	Glory be to the Father (with actions)
Poster/Statue of Saint Francis
Prayer Service
Songs:  I Have a Name 
I Am Special

	At Home
	PB p55 In autumn the world changes
	PB p11 Tell the story
	PB p13 WOW! Glory be
	PB p15 We can care for the world

	Other Suggestions for October
	The month of the Rosary
The month of Missions
Feast Days:  St Therese of Lisieux (1st); St Francis of Assisi (4th); Our Lady of the Rosary (7th); St Carlos Acutis (12th); St Teresa of Avila (15th)
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	Theme 3
	Holy Souls and Advent

	
	Week 1
Seasonal Lesson
In November we Remember
	Week 2 (Week 4 October)
We can care for the World
	Week 3
God gives us Good News
	Week 4
We get ready to welcome Jesus

	Learning  Objectives
	· Remember in a special way those who have died
· Know that those who have died are with God
	· Identify one way I can care for the world
· Pray Glory be to the Father with actions 
· St Francis
	· Tell the story of Mary’s Good News
· Tell and share good news
	· Advent is a special time
· How Mary prepared for the birth of Jesus

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Talk about changes in autumn Think about the autumn leaves and how they change
Story:  Remembering Grandad
Chat about how we remember

PB: p56 In November we remember

TM pp233-239
	Revise last part of Creation story
Game:  Who am I?
Story:  St Francis
Caring for our world
Drama:  Teacher in role/hot seating

PB p14 St Francis cared for the world
This is me template

TM pp 67 – 73
	Chat about happy and sad news – Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down
Scripture:  Mary
Scripture:  Mary’s Good News

PB: p16: Mary
Art Activity:  Template p104
	Revise story of Mary
Preparing for a new baby
Mary gets ready
Story:  Niamh Gets Ready
Advent Calendar
Poem:  Advent

PB: p18 Getting Ready

	Praying Together
	Short Prayer Service remembering those who have died 
Song:  Remember Them
Prayer
	Glory be to the Father (with actions)
Poster/Statue of St Francis
Prayer 
Songs:  I Have a Name 
I am special
	Prayer to our Angel Guardian (first two lines)
Prayer
	Prayer to our Guardian Angel
(last two lines)
Song:  Come, Lord Jesus
Prayer

	At Home
	PB p57 We remember together
	PB p15 We can care for the world 
	PB p17 Tell the story
	PB: p19 We get ready

	Other Suggestions for November
	The month of the Holy Souls
Feast Days:  All Saints (1st); All Souls (2nd); All Saints of Ireland (6th)
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	Theme 3
	Christmas

	
	Week 1
The Good News: Jesus is born
	Week 2 
Visitors to the Stable
	Week 3
Christmas Activities
	Week 4

	Learning  Objectives
	· The birth of Jesus
· Give thanks to God
· Discuss how we will celebrate the birth of Jesus
	· The visitors who came to see Jesus 
	
	

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Poem:  Advent
Chatting about the Smith family
Scripture:  Jesus is born Lk 2
Role Play
Song:  Away in a Manger
Nativity scene art work

PB: p20 Jesus is born
Video: Vox Pop

TM pp90-94
	Chat about welcoming new babies
Scripture:  Visitors to the stable
Scripture:  More visitors to the stable

PB: p22 Visitors to the stable
Art: Nativity scene

TM pp 95-100
	Own activities related to Christmas and school setting
	

	Praying Together
	Prayer to our Angel Guardian
Song:  Away in a Manger
Prayer
	Prayer
Song:  Quiet and Still
Prayer Service
Song:  Come Lord Jesus
	
	

	At Home
	PB: p21 Tell the story
	PB: p23 The Christmas Crib
	
	

	Other Suggestions for December
	Feast Day:  Immaculate Conception of Blessed Virgin Mary (8th)
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	Theme 4
	The Holy Family

	
	Week 1
	Week 2
The Holy Family lived in Nazareth
	Week 3
The Holy Family visited Jerusalem
	Week 4

	Learning  Objectives
	
	· Identify Jesus, Mary and Joseph as the Holy Family of Nazareth
· Compare my home with Jesus’ home
· Ask God to bless my family
	· The story ‘The Boy Jesus in the Temple’
· Feelings of Mary and Joseph
· Pray the Night Prayer
	

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	
 
	Chat about homes
Art:  Our homes
Chat about Jesus’ home
Song:  When Jesus was a Boy
Online:  The Holy Family
Scripture:  Daniel and the Lions
Art:  Prayer cards

PB p24 Holy Family in Nazareth

TM pp108-113
	Chat about the Holy Family
Scripture:  Lk 2:41-50
Drama:  Role Play between Mary and Joseph
Sequencing the story
Chat about festivals/celebrations
Chat about Jesus in the Temple

PB p26 On the Way

TM pp114-119
	Focus on the activities for Diocesan Online Mission and Catholic Schools’ Week


	Praying Together
	
	Night Prayer
Prayer Service
	Night Prayer
Prayer Service:  Holy Family
	

	At Home
	
	PB p25 What you like to do with your family?
	PB p27 Mary and Joseph’s feelings
	

	Other Suggestions for January
	Feast day:  Mary, Mother of God (1st); Epiphany (6th); Baptism of Our Lord
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	Theme 5
	Jesus

	
	Week 1
Jesus and the Children
	Week 2
Jesus is the Good Shepherd
	Week 3
	Week 4
Jesus Teaches Us

	Learning  Objectives
	· Jesus loves children
· Retell the story of ‘Jesus and the Children’
· Talk to Jesus in my own words
	· Characteristics of a good shepherd
· How Jesus is a Good Shepherd to me
· Jesus cares for me
	See first week of March Plan for Seasonal Lesson - Lent
	· Talk about how I show love
· Pray Mt 22:37-39 with actions
· Give thanks to God for people who love me

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Story:  A visitor comes to town
Scripture:  Mk 10:13-16; 
Mt 19:13-15; Lk 18:15-17
Song:  Jesus Loves the Children
Poem:  Jesus Blessed the Children
Online:  Jesus Loves all the Children in the World

PB p28 Jesus and the Children

TM pp126-131 
	Online:  A farmer and her sheep
Scripture:  John 10:2-5
Activity:  Listening to voices
Scripture:  John 10:11-16
Art:  Making sheep
Chat about Jesus, the Good Shepherd

PB p30 The Good Shepherd

TM pp132-136
	
	Drama:  Role play 2 scenarios
Scripture:  Mt 22:34-40; 
Mk 12:28-34; Lk 10:25-28
Online:  Mt 22:37-39
Song:  The Gift of Love
Online:  Loving God and loving others

PB p32 Jesus taught the people

TM pp137-141

	Praying Together
	Sign of the Cross
Prayer to bless the children
Prayer Service
	Psalm 23
Prayer Service
	
	Thank God for people who help us
Pray the words of Jesus with actions

	At Home
	PB p29 Jesus Blessed the Children
	PB p31 Jesus is our Good Shepherd
	
	PB p33 Jesus said …

	Other Suggestions for February
	Feast day: St Brigid (1st); The Presentation in the Temple (2nd); Our Lady of Lourdes (11th); St Gobnait (11th)
Ash Wednesday and Lent (see first lesson in March)
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	Theme 5 & 6
	Jesus, Ash Wednesday, Lent, St Patrick, Holy Week and Easter

	
	Week 1
Lent
	Week 2
We can live as Jesus taught Us
	Week 3
St Patrick
	Week 4
The Last Supper

	Learning  Objectives
	· Lent is a special time to share with others
· Choosing one way I can share with others during Lent
· Praying 
	· Name situations where people are excluded
· Learn to show Jesus’ love by including others
· Live in community with others
	· We celebrate St Patrick’s Day
· Retell the story of St Patrick
	· Discuss sharing meals
· Retell the story of the Last Supper
· Pray the Grace before and after meals 

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Poem:  A Cupful of Kindness
Chat about sharing love
Story:  Perfect Peacock
Poem:  Lent
Trócaire Campaign
Online:  Lent is a time to grow closer to God
Art:  We can share

PB p60 Lent is a time to share

TM pp249-254 
	Online:  What do you know about Jesus?
Story:  Can I Play Too?
Song:  Grow in Love
Drama:  Teacher in role as Sandy
Chat about showing love

PB p34 We can show love

TM pp142-147
	Chat about St Patrick’s Day
Online:  St Patrick’s Day Parades
Story:  St Patrick
Art:  St Patrick’s Day Card

PB p58 St Patrick came to Ireland

TM pp241-248
	Online:  Sharing Meals
Activity:  Shared meal
Scripture:  The Last Supper (adapted)
Poem:  The Last Supper
Chat about sharing meals


PB p36 Jesus’ Last Supper

TM pp156-160
 

	Praying Together
	Prayer to Angel Guardian
Prayer Service
	Talking to Jesus
Prayer Service
	Thank you God for St Patrick
Prayer Service
	Grace before meals
Prayer Service

	At Home
	PB p61 I can share
	PB p35 I can show love
	PB p59 Tell the story
	PB p37 Grace before and after meals

	Other Suggestions for March
	Feast days:  St Patrick (17th); St Joseph (19th); The Annunciation (25th)
Depending on the date for Easter some of this work may be covered during March. The planners may be adjusted to suit the Liturgical year, both months and school holidays.
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	Themes 6 and 7
	Holy Week and Easter; The Church

	
	Week 1
Jesus dies on the Cross
	Week 2
An Easter Surprise
	
	Week 4
Places to Pray

	Learning  Objectives
	· Explain why Jesus died on the cross
· Remember and pray for people who have died
· Liturgical year
	· Sequence the events of the passion and death of Jesus
· Retell the story of the Resurrection
	
	· Identify the spaces and objects that help me to pray
· The Church is a special place to pray and talk to God
· The features in the Church
· The value and importance of praying

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Chat about sad news
Scripture:  Jesus dies on the cross (adapted)
Drama:  How did Mary feel?
Art:  Make a cross
Chat about the Lenten artwork

PB p38 Jesus died on the Cross

TM pp161-165
	Sequence the events of Holy Week
Scripture:  An Easter Surprise
Drama:  An Easter Surprise
Song:  Alleluia
Art:  Easter art

PB p40 Jesus is not here!

TM pp166-172
	
	Activity:  Feely bag
Online:  Where do you like to pray?
Online:  The Church – a place to pray
Chat about the Church
Song:  The Church
Chat about our prayer space

PB: p42 We can pray in many places

TM pp180-184

	Praying Together
	Reflective prayer
Pray the Sign of the Cross
	Pray:  You are with us
Prayer Service
	
	Morning Prayer
Prayer Service

	At Home
	PB p39 Tell the story
	PB p41 Alleluia!
	
	PB p43 We can make a prayer space

	Other Suggestions for April
	Depending on the date for Easter some of this work may be covered during March. The planners may be adjusted to suit the Liturgical year, both months and school holidays.
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	Themes 7 and 8
	The Church; Water; Mary

	
	Week 1
Mary
	Week 2
The Church – A Special place 
to Pray
	Week 3
Water is Wonderful!
	Week 4
Welcomed with Water

	Learning  Objectives
	· Talk about May as a special time to remember Mary
· Help create a special altar for May
· Talk to Mary in my own words
	· Identify the altar, crucifix and stained glass windows in the Church
· Talk about how we behave in Church and the reasons for this
· Talk about my favourite thing in Church
	· Talk about ways I use water every day
· Talk about places that don’t have clean water
· Talk about ways I can help conserve water
· Give thanks to God for water
	· Holy water is used in Baptism
· Holy water is used in Church and at home
· Bless myself with holy water
· Through Baptism I belong to God’s family

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Art:  Sleep of the Infant Jesus, Sassoferrato
Song:  When Creation was Begun
Story:  Ave Maria
Art:  Making flowers for the Sacred Space
Chat about Mary our mother

TM pp256-262

PB p62 May is the month of Mary
	Song:  The Church
Action Rhyme
A visit to the local Church if possible
Online:  The Church

PB p44 The Church

TM pp185-189
 
	Chat about ways we have used water today
Activity:  Charades
Song:  Water
Story:  Mesi goes for Water
Online:  Enestina
Chat about the importance of water
Online:  Caring for Water

PB p46 Everything needs Water

TM pp194-198
	Online:  Holy Water
Story:  Welcomed with Water
Online:  Baptism
Chat about a Baptism you have attended

PB p48 Lucy is Baptised

TM pp199-204

	Praying Together
	Hail Mary
Prayer Service
A decade of the Rosary
	Night Prayer
Prayer Service, possibly in the Church
	Thank God for water
Glory Be
Prayer Service
	Blessing with Holy water
Prayer Service
Glory Be

	At Home
	PB p63 Tell the Story
	PB p45 The Church Bells
	PB p47 We can care for Water
	PB p49 My Baptism

	Other Suggestions for May
	Feast days:  St Joseph the Worker (1st); Blessed Edmund Rice (5th); Our Lady of Fatima (13th); St Brendan (16th); The Ascension; Pentecost; Most Holy Trinity; The Visitation (31st)
The month of May is traditionally devoted to Our Lady – you may wish to revise The Rosary
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	Theme 9
	We give Thanks; Summer; Grow in Love

	
	Week 1
Thank you, God, for Food
	Week 2
At Mass we give Thanks
	Week 3
Seasonal Lesson - Summer
	Week 4
Seasonal Lesson - Grow in Love

	Learning  Objectives
	· Talking about the differences between what we eat and what Enestina and Mesi eat
· Our day and a day in the life of Enestina or Mesi
· Talk about the importance of food
· Learning to share
	· Learning to give thanks
· Sunday is a special day to gather to give thanks to God
· Respond to a Bible reading with “Thanks be to God”
· Understand we belong to the Church community
	· Talk about the seasonal changes in our world
· Recognise signs of summer
· Talk about my favourite part of God’s Creation
	· Recall some Bible stories
· Retell my favourite Bible story
· Talk about my favourite way to pray

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Activity:  Feely Bag
Story:  Monday morning in Malawi
Story:  Mesi’s Evening
Online:  Spot the Difference
Online:  Enestina’s Family
Chat about sharing food

PB p50 Mesi’s Meals

TM pp212-217
	Story:  Thank you God for …
Song:  We give Thanks
Chat about our parish
Scripture:  God created the world
Chat about the Mass

PB p52 Going to Mass on Sundays

TM pp218-223
	Online:  Summer
Poem: Thank you, God, for Summertime
Song:  Summertime
Activity:  Nature walk
Art:  Draw best part of God’s creation

PB p64 Thank you, God, for …

TM pp264-269
	Song:  I have a Name
Online:  Stories from the Bible
Chat about prayer and praying
Song:  Grow in Love
Online:  Vox Pop
Art:  Certificates

TM pp271-276

	Praying Together
	Grace before and after meals
Prayer Service
	Prayer of Thanks
Prayer Service
	Thanks for Summer
Prayer Service
	Glory Be to the Father
Prayer Service

	At Home
	PB p51 Your Meals
	PB p53 Thank you, God, for …
	
	

	Other Suggestions for June
	Feast days:  Corpus Christi; Most Sacred Heart of Jesus (11th); Birthday of St John the Baptist (24th); 
The month of June is traditionally devoted to the Sacred Heart
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