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Grow in Love – First Class
September


	Theme 1
	Belonging

	
	Week 1
We Belong Together
	Week 2
We Belong to the Church
	Weeks 3 & 4
God Loves Us
	

	Learning  Objectives
	· Consider our response to God’s promise to be always with us
· Listen and respond to Isaiah’s message from God
· Pray the Morning Prayer 
	· The different groups we belong to
· How we can share God’s love with others
· The items associated with Baptism
· Our own Baptism and appreciate we are members of the Church
	· The difference between loving actions and actions that do not show love
· God’s love is never ending
· Jeremiah’s message of God’s unending love for all people
· People who help us are signs of God’s love and reveal God’s love and care
	

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Song:  Together Again
Poem:  Belonging
Art:  Class Tree
Scripture:  Is 49:15
Discuss and agree a class code/rules

PB p2 God is with us

TM pp28-32
	Online:  Where do I belong?
Slideshow:  Baptism
The symbols of the sacrament of Baptism
Song:  The Baptism Song
Video:  Baptism
Discuss being part of the family of the Church

PB p4  Mary’s Baptism

TM pp33-37
	Online:  Sharing God’s love
Scripture:  Jer 31:3
Video:  God’s Message
Discuss:  What would you do?

PB p6 We can share God’s love

TM pp38-44
	

	Praying Together
	Morning Prayer
Prayer Service
	Night Prayer
Prayer Service
	Prayer of thanks for others
Prayer Service
	

	At Home
	PB p3 At school we share God’s love
Morning Prayer
	PB p5 What happens at a Baptism?
	PB p7 Jeremiah told us about God
	

	Other Suggestions for September
	Feast day:  Birthday of Our Lady (8th)
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Grow in Love – First Class
October


	Theme 2
	Jesus

	
	Week 1
Seasonal Lesson - The Rosary
	Week 2
Jesus
	Week 3
Jesus had many Friends
	Week 4
Jesus Healed People

	Learning  Objectives
	· Identify the Rosary Beads as a way to help people to pray
· Pray a decade of the Rosary
· Presentation of Jesus as a joyful moment
· Develop a devotion to Mary
	· Retell stories from the Bible
· What Jesus’ friends said after the Calming of the Storm 
· Learning more about Jesus and getting to know him better
	· Name some of Jesus’ friends
· Identify ourselves as friends of Jesus
· Retell some of the stories about Jesus and his first friends
· Pray Our Father
	· The story of the Paralysed Man
· Give thanks to God for the gift of friendship
· Understand Jesus is my friend too

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Activity:  Counting Game
Art:  Single decade Rosary Beads
Chat about the Rosary
Video:  The Rosary
Talk about praying the Rosary

PB: p54 The Rosary

TM pp 275-280
	Activity:  Who am I?
Video:  What do you know about Jesus?
Online:  Books about Jesus
Song:  When Jesus was a Boy
Drama:  Role play after Calming of the Storm
Activity:  I am a friend of Jesus

PB p8 What do you know about Jesus?

TM pp 52-56
	Online:  You’ve got a friend in me
Scripture:  Lk 5:1-7; 9-11;
Art:  Jesus and the fishermen
Scripture:  Mk 2:13-19; Mt 9:9;
Poem:  Jesus and his Friends
Chat about being Jesus’ friends
Art:  Complete display with pictures of the children

PB p10 Jesus had many friends

TM pp 57-63
	Song:  Circle of Friends 
Art:  Alexandre Bida’s engraving
Scripture:  Mt 9:1-2; 6-6; Mk 2:1-4; 10-12
Art:  The man who was paralysed
Drama:  Round Robin of the story of the Paralysed Man
Activity:  Acrostic poem - Friend

PB p12 Jesus healed a man who couldn’t walk

TM pp 68-74

	Praying Together
	Pray Hail Mary 
Praying a decade of the Rosary each day 
Prayer Service
	Pray Our Father 
	Our Father
Prayer Service
	Our Father
Prayer of thanks
Prayer Service

	At Home
	PB p54 The Rosary
PB p55 How to pray the Rosary
	PB p9 We learn about Jesus from the Bible
Pray: Our Father
	PB p11 Jesus and his friends
Pray: Our Father
	PB p13 Read together
Pray together

	Other Suggestions for October
	The month of the Rosary
The Month of Missions
Feast Days:  St Therese of Lisieux (1st); St Francis of Assisi (4th); Our Lady of the Rosary (7th); St Carlos Acutis (12th); St Teresa of Avila (15th)
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Grow in Love – First Class
November


	Themes 2 and 3
	Jesus continued; Celebrating the Saints; Advent and Christmas

	
	Week 1
Seasonal Lesson – 
Celebrating the Saints
	Week 2 
Jesus taught his 
Friends how to Live
	Week 3
At Mass, Jesus’ 
Followers Gather Together
	Week 4
Waiting for the Light

	Learning  Objectives
	· Describe the ‘Little Way’ of St Therese of Lisieux
· Identify ways I can show love
· Talk about the saints and how we can pray to them and live like them
	· Understand the story of The Woman who gave All
· Follow the example of the woman
· Retell the story in my own words and say what I have learned
	· We go to Mass to show we are following Jesus
· The different roles within Church
· The prayers and responses at Mass
	· The season of Advent is waiting for Jesus
· Anna and Simeon
· Jesus is the light God promised to send
· How to prepare for Christmas

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Online:  Doing little things with great love
Online:  St Therese of Lisieux
Song:  This Little Light of Mine
Art:  Prepare a petal showing an act of love
Chat about the saints
Circle time:  One thing I have learned this week

PB: p56 The feast of All Saints

TM: pp 282-289
	Story:  Caleb’s Story
Scripture:  Lk 21:1-4; Mk 12: 1-44
Drama:  Mime an image from one of the stories
Story game:  Retelling the story one by one
Online:  Sharing
PB p14 We can share

TM pp 69-75
	Chat about our town 
Song:  Gathering Song
Online:  People who help in Church
Online:  Introductory Rite
Chat about going to Mass

PB: p16: Jesus’ friends gather together today

TM pp 76-82
	Online:  Waiting
Chat about waiting
Song:  Advent Song
Discuss the Advent wreath and calendar
Scripture:  Is 9:2;
Art:  The people who walked from darkness into light
Scripture:  Lk 2:25,36;
Drama:  A conversation between Simeon and Anna
Chat about Jesus is the light

PB: p18 Waiting for the Light
TM pp 92-97

	Praying Together
	Prayer to show love
Prayer Service
	Sign of the Cross
	Pray for others
Prayer Service
	Prayer Service

	At Home
	PB p57 St Therese of Lisieux
Pray to St Therese
	PB p15 The woman who gave all
Chat about sharing with others
	PB p17 At Mass, we pray 
Praying at home
	PB: p19 I am waiting
Pray together

	Other Suggestions for November
	The month of the Holy Souls
Feast Days:  All Saints (1st); All Souls (2nd); All Saints of Ireland (6th)
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Grow in Love – First Class
December


	Theme 3
	Advent and Christmas

	
	Week 1
Jesus is the Light
	Week 2 
The waiting is Over
	Week 3
Christmas Activities
	Week 4

	Learning  Objectives
	· Express the joy felt by Elizabeth and relate this to the Hail Mary
· Jesus’ presence fills us with joy and hope
· Develop a sense of devotion to Mary 
	· The Nativity Story
· Focus Christmas celebrations on the birth of Jesus
· Pray for those who are sad at Christmas
· Retell the story of the Nativity
	
	

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Chat about cousins
Art:  James Tissot’s The Annunciation
Drama:  Teacher in role as Mary
Scripture:  Lk 1:39-45
Poem:  A Few Little Moments
Song:  Silent Night

PB: p20 The Visitation

TM pp98-102
	Song:  Silent Night
Activity:  Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down
Song:  Advent Song
Scripture:  Lk 2:1-7
Poem:  A Few Little Moments
Scripture:  Lk 2:8-20
Scripture:  Mt 2:1; 9-11
Chat about celebrating Christmas

PB: p22 The stable in Bethlehem

TM pp103-109
	Own activities related to Christmas and school setting
	

	Praying Together
	Hail Mary (with actions)
Prayer Service
	Praying for others
Prayer Service
	
	

	At Home
	PB: p21 A few little moments
Pray Hail Mary
	PB: p23 A few little moments
	
	

	Other Suggestions for December
	Feast Day:  Immaculate Conception of Blessed Virgin Mary (8th)
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Grow in Love – First Class
January


	Theme 4
	We Hear the Gospel at Mass

	
	Week 1
	Week 2
All who heard him were amazed
	Week 3
We listen to the Gospel at Mass
	Week 4

	Learning  Objectives
	
	· Explore the differences in travel between Jesus’ time and today
· Imagine how Mary and Joseph felt when they couldn’t find Jesus
· Show respect to my parents
· Retell the story of the Boy Jesus in the Temple 
· Pray a decade of the Rosary
	· The names of the Gospel writers – Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
· The greeting before the Gospel and know the actions with it
· The response after the Gospel
· The Bible is the inspired Word of God
	

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	
 
	Chat about favourite stories
Activity:  Story Game
Online:  The Holy Family visited Jerusalem
Scripture:  Lk 2:41-52
Drama:  Role play the conversation
Activity:  What I know about Jesus from the Gospel story
Chat about respecting parents and families

PB p24 Stories from the Gospels

TM pp118-122
	Chat about bookmarks
Art:  Gospel Bookmarks
Online:  The Gospel
Song:  Alleluia
Activity:  Memorising Gospel responses
Chat about the meaning of the Sign of the Cross

PB p26 The Gospels

TM pp123-128
	Focus on the activities for Diocesan Online Mission and Catholic Schools’ Week


	Praying Together
	
	Prayer of Thanks for Stories
Pray a Decade of the Rosary
	Prayer reflecting on different Gospel stories
Pray the greeting before the Gospel and the response after the Gospel
Prayer Service:  We hear the Gospel at Mass
	

	At Home
	
	PB p25 Respecting my parents
Pray a decade of the Rosary
	PB p27 At Mass we listen to stories from the Gospel
	

	Other Suggestions for January
	Feast day:  Mary, Mother of God (1st); Epiphany (6th); Baptism of Our Lord
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Grow in Love – First Class
February


	Theme 5
	Reconciliation

	
	Week 1
We can lose our Way
	Week 2
The Lost Sheep
	Week 3
	Week 4
We celebrate God’s Forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation

	Learning  Objectives
	· Think about how others feel when I do not show love
· Acknowledge when I have done something wrong
· What reconciliation means
· What can be done when someone makes a poor choice
· To say sorry
	· Explain the meaning of The Lost Sheep
· See God as the Shepherd who will search for lost sheep
· Discuss how God will always search for me
· Retell the parable of The Lost Sheep
· Talk about ways I can fail to show love
	
	· The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a special way to say sorry and ask for God’s forgiveness
· Talk about the parts of the Sacrament of Reconciliation
· Discuss how it feels to be forgiven
· The need for forgiveness from God and from others

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Story:  Shauna’s Story Parts 1 & 2;
Chat about Shauna’s diary
Drama:  Conscience Alley
Online:  Shauna’s Story Part 3
Chat:  What would you do?

PB p28 Good Choice or Bad Choice?

TM pp140-146 
	Online:  Sheep
Art:  Making sheep
Activity:  A Lost Sheep
Online:  A farmer and her sheep
Scripture:  The Lost Sheep 
Mt 18:12-14
Drama:  Round Robin – tell the story
Song:  The Lord, He is my Shepherd
Chat about the Good Shepherd

PB p30 The Lost Sheep
TM pp147-151
	
	Online:  Recall Shauna’s story
Song:  I’m Sorry
Online:  Sacrament of Reconciliation
Art:  Starting again
Online:  Sacrament of Reconciliation

PB p32 The Sacrament of Reconciliation

TM pp152-158

	Praying Together
	Act of Sorrow
	Psalm 23
Prayer Service
	
	Pray Act of Sorrow
Prayer Service:  Reconciliation

	At Home
	PB p29 We can say we are sorry
Pray Act of Sorrow
	PB p31 You search and find us, 
O God
	
	PB p33 I’m sorry

	Other Suggestions for February
	Feast day: St Brigid (1st); The Presentation in the Temple (2nd); St Gobnait (11th); Our Lady of Lourdes (11th);
Ash Wednesday and Lent (see first lesson in March)
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Grow in Love – First Class
March


	Theme 6
	Ash Wednesday, Lent and St Patrick; Celebrating Mass

	
	Week 1
Seasonal lesson - Lent
	Week 2
We offer Gifts
	Week 3
Seasonal Lesson - St Patrick
	Week 4
‘Do this in memory of Me’

	Learning  Objectives
	· How I can turn towards God during Lent 
· The things I can turn away from during Lent
· Making a Lenten promise
	· Recall the main parts of the Mass (Introductory Rite; Liturgy of the Word)
· Talk about the items on the altar during the Liturgy of the Eucharist
· Begin to take an active part in the celebration of Mass
	· Retell the story of St Patrick’s Life
· Talk about the people in my life who have shared the Good News
· Talk about the importance of St Patrick in the faith story
	· Talk about the words said by the priest at Mass and by Jesus at the Last Supper
· The prayer before Communion
· Pray the Our Father with actions

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Activity:  Turn Away From, Turn Towards
Chat about Lent
Poem:  I’m Stuffed
Online:  Turning Away From during Lent
Online: Turning Towards during Lent
Activity:  Based on Turning Towards/Turning Away
Activity:  Lenten Promises

PB p58 During Lent, we turn towards God

TM pp292-299 
	Chat about Granny’s Gift
Online:  The Mass
Online:  Preparation of the Gifts
Song:  We come to you, Lord Jesus
Online:  Items for the Altar
Activity:  My Gifts for God

PB p34 What happens at Mass?

TM pp166-170
	Online:  St Patrick’s Day Parades
Song:  Christ Be Beside Me
Online:  The Life of St Patrick
Poem:  St Patrick’s Dream
Story:  St Patrick’s Fire
Art:  St Patrick’s Fire
Online:  St Patrick

PB p60 St Patrick told the people of Ireland about Jesus

TM pp301-310
	Activity:  Shared Lunch
Scripture:  Jesus visits Martha and Mary Lk 10:38-42
Scripture:  The Last Supper 
Mt 26:26-38
Online:  The Institution Narrative
Chat about receiving Holy Communion
Art:  Chalice and Host

PB p36 We remember the words of Jesus at Mass

TM pp171-178
 

	Praying Together
	Prayer for Lent
Prayer Service:  Ash Wednesday
	Our Father with actions
	Prayer to St Patrick
Prayer Service:  St Patrick
	Our Father
Prayer before Communion
Prayer Service:  Our Father

	At Home
	PB p59 What are doing for Lent?
	PB p35 We offer gifts to God
	PB p61 St Patrick’s Fire
Pray to St Patrick
	PB Prayer before Communion

	Other Suggestions for March
	Feast days:  St Patrick (17th); St Joseph (19th); The Annunciation (25th)
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Grow in Love – First Class
April


	Themes 6 and 7
	The Mass; Holy Week and Easter

	
	Week 1
We are nourished by receiving Holy Communion
	Week 2
Jesus in Jerusalem
	Week 3
Jesus is Risen!
	

	Learning  Objectives
	· Explain that Jesus gives us the gift of himself in Holy Communion
· How to prepare for receiving Holy Communion
· The prayer after Communion
	· Talk about being a supporter and being supported
· What happened on Palm Sunday and Good Friday
· Retell the stories, Jesus comes to Jerusalem and Jesus is crucified
· Pray the Sanctus
	· Talk about Jesus’ meeting with Mary Magdalene
· Talk about ways of celebrating Holy Week and Easter
· Imagine how Jesus felt during the events of Holy Week
· Retell the story of Jesus’ meeting with Mary Magdalene
	

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Chat about the importance of food in our lives
Activity:  Healthy eating statements
Online:  Receiving Holy Communion
Activity:  Receiving Holy Communion
Chat about First Communion

PB p38 We prepare to receive Jesus in Holy Communion

TM pp179-184
	Online:  We are the Champions
Drama:  Role play the Team and Supporters
Scripture:  Jesus comes into Jerusalem Jn 12:12-14
Drama:  Soundscape of Jesus coming into Jerusalem
Scripture:  Jesus is crucified Lk 22
Art:  Palm Sunday Leaves

PB p40 Jesus comes to Jerusalem

TM pp192-198
	Online:  Jesus in Jerusalem
Art:  Fra Angelico’s fresco
Scripture:  Mary Magdalene and the Risen Jesus Jn 20
Poem:  Mary Magdalene
Song:  Alleluia, alleluia, Give Thanks
Online:  How do you celebrate Holy Week?

PB: p42 We celebrate Easter

TM pp199-205
	

	Praying Together
	Prayer of thanks for food
Prayer after Communion
Prayer Service:  Eucharist
	Pray for those who support us
Pray the Sanctus
	Reflective prayer
Prayer Service: Holy Week and Easter
	

	At Home
	PB p39 Prayer after Communion
	PB p41 Jesus dies on the cross
Pray the Sanctus
	PB p43 Mary Magdalene meets the Risen Jesus
	

	Other Suggestions for April
	Depending on the date for Easter some of this work may be covered during March.  The planners may be adjusted to suit the Liturgical year, both months and school holidays.
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Grow in Love – First Class
May


	Themes 8 and 9
	Jesus is still with Us; Creation

	
	Week 1
‘I am with you Always’
	Week 2
‘I will send a Helper’
	Week 3
‘Go and share the Good News’
	Week 4
God made the World

	Learning  Objectives
	· Jesus ascended into heaven 40 days after Easter Sunday 
· Thinking about Jesus’ promise that I am not alone
· Recalling Jesus’ promise to his friends to be with them always
· Retell the story of the Ascension
· Say prayers of thanksgiving
	· Talk about why the wind is used as a symbol of the 
· Holy Spirit
· Think about the disciples’ feelings
· How the Holy Spirit can help me
· Retell the story of Pentecost
· Pray to the Holy spirit
	· Talk about missionary activity
· Retell and discuss how Jesus’ friends lived after Pentecost
· About the Society of Missionary Children
· Talk about how I can continue Jesus’ work today
	· Make something from materials
· Thinking about the gift of God’s creation
· Retell the story of Creation
· Care for the environment

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Story:  Ms Nolan’s Last Day
Chat about last words
Online:  From Crucifixion to Ascension
Scripture:  Jesus’ Last Words
Song:  Christ Be Beside Me
Activity:  Is Christ beside me?

PB pp44 Jesus’ Promise

TM pp214-220
	Online:  The Wind
Scripture:  Pentecost AA2:44-47
Activity:  Performing gestures
Drama:  Still Images
Chat about the Holy Spirit

PB p46 Pentecost

TM pp221-225
 
	Activity:  I have a mission
Song: The Spirit of God is upon us
Scripture:  After Pentecost AA2:44-47
Online:  The Holy spirit helps Jesus’ friends
Research:  Society of Missionary Children
Online:  We continue the work of Jesus

PB p48 Mad Hair Day

TM pp226-232
	Art:  Make something from given materials
Activity:  Make something from nothing
Scripture:  Creation Story Gen 1
Art:  Creation collage
Online:  The Beauty of God’s Creation


PB p50 The story of Creation

TM pp240-244

	Praying Together
	Pray using inside voice
Prayer Service
	Glory Be to the Father
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
	Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Prayer Service:  Jesus is still with us
	Glory Be to the Father
Prayer Service
Glory Be

	At Home
	PB p45 ‘I am with you always’
	PB p47 Pentecost
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
	PB p49 The Holy Spirit helps Jesus’ friends
Prayer of the Society of Missionary Children
	PB p51 God’s Creation

	Other Suggestions for May
	Feast days:  St Joseph the Worker (1st); Blessed Edmund Rice (5th); Our Lady of Fatima (13th); St Brendan (16th); The Ascension; Pentecost; Most Holy Trinity; The Visitation (31st)
The month of May is traditionally devoted to Our Lady – you may wish to revise The Rosary
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Grow in Love – First Class
June


	Themes 9 and 10
	Creation; Grow in Love; Inter-Religious Education Lesson

	
	Week 1
God made Us … We are Special
	Week 2
Living in Love
	Week 3
Growing in Love
	Week 4
Seasonal Lesson
Inter-Religious Education Lesson

	Learning  Objectives
	· Talk about how each person is special
· Talk about my interdependence with all creation
· Say thanks for creation 
· Respect all creation as created by God
	· Talk about the law of love
· Talk about times I showed love to others
· Discuss Jesus’ law of love
· Decide on an act of love I can do for someone else
	· Talk about being in P3
· Talk about some Scripture stories I have learned
· Discuss ways of following the law of love
· Pray that I may follow the law of love in my life
	· About some of the beliefs and practices of Judaism and Islam
· The names of some of the clothing worn by Jews and Muslims
· Respect other beliefs

	Learning and Teaching Activities
	Story:  Toto and Marley
Scripture:  Creation Story Part 3 Gen 1:25-26
Song:  Gifts from God
Art:  Collage of people
Activity:  Making connections
Chat about our connections with the rest of creation

PB p52 God created us … we are all special

TM pp245-250
	Online:  Sharing love
Scripture:  Love One Another
Song:  Grow in Love
Poem:  Love One Another
Drama:  Acting out a scenario
Art:  Act of love voucher



TM pp256-261
	Song:  Together Again
Activity:  Farewell P3
Online:  We learned from the Bible
Song:  Grow in Love
Online:  Growing in Love
Online:  Following the law of love
Chat about the end of year Prayer Service

PB p64 Thank you, God, for …

TM pp262-266
	Story:  Friends Forever
Story:  A Visit to Salma’s Home
Story:  A Visit to Eli’s Home
Song:  Baruch Atah
Chat about loving one another

PB p62 Muireann, Salma and Eli

TM pp311-319

	Praying Together
	Prayer of Thanks for Creation
Prayer Service:  Creation
	Prayer of Thanks
Prayer Service
	Journey Prayer
Prayer Service; Grow in Love
	Pray for people of other beliefs
Prayer Service:  Inter-Religious Understanding

	At Home
	PB p53 We can care for God’s creation
	
	
	PB p63 In our home …
Prayer

	Other Suggestions for June
	Feast days:  Corpus Christi; Most Sacred Heart of Jesus (11th); Birthday of St John the Baptist (24th); 
The month of June is traditionally devoted to the Sacred Heart



image2.jpeg




image3.png




