St. Colman’s Parish
26th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

26th & 27th September
2026

A school asked students to volunteer for a Saturday visit to a home for
elderly people. One boy immediately wrote his name at the top of the list. He
spoke excitedly about helping and encouraged others to join.

Another student refused. He wanted his weekend free and said so plainly. But
on Saturday morning, the second boy felt troubled. He changed his mind,
arrived at the school gate, and spent the day listening to elderly residents and
serving their meals.

The first boy never came. His name remained on the list, but his chair on the
bus was empty.

That empty chair brings us close to today’s Gospel. A father asks two sons to
work in his vineyard. One refuses but later changes his mind and goes. The
other answers respectfully but never moves.

The second son sounds obedient. His words are correct, but his life does not
follow them. Jesus directs this parable toward religious leaders who speak
about God yet refuse to respond when God stands before them.

The tax collectors and prostitutes had first said no through sinful lives. Yet
many listened to John the Baptist, repented, and turned toward God. Jesus
does not praise their sins. He praises the conversion that moved their feet.

It is possible to say yes during Mass and live no throughout the week. We say
yes to forgiveness, then preserve an old quarrel. We say yes to justice, then
remain silent when someone is mistreated. We say yes to Christ, but leave His
commands waiting at the church door.

God hears our prayers, but He also listens to our footsteps. He looks for the life
that follows the words.
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Fr. Niall Geaney (087) 3888878

Parish Residence: 18 Ballyoughtragh Heights, Milltown

Parish Office Opening Hours: Wed & Thru: 9:30am — 2:00pm | Sat:
9:30 — 12:30pm | Tel: 066 9767312

Email: milltown@dioceseofkerry.ie

Safeguarding Children: Contact No (087) 6362780

All Weekend Masses will be streamed online via www.milltownlistryparish.com
or churchmediatv.ie. The webcam in Milltown and Listry church captures images
of individuals who sit in the first two seats of the church. Please sit in another
part of the Church if you do not wish your image to be broadcast in this way.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place every Friday in
Milltown Church from 6:00p.m. -7:00p.m.

Confessions - Friday — Milltown: 5:10 p.m. — 5:40 p.m.
Confessions — Saturday — Listry: 5:10pm — 5.40 p.m.

Congratulations to Pat Heffernan and Mary Coreney, who were married in
Listry Church on Saturday. We wish them every happiness, health, and God's
blessing as they begin their married life together.

Masses & Intentions

Mon. Sept 28th No Mass.
Tues. Sept 29th | Listry 7:00 p.m. Private Intensions.
Wed. Sept 30t | Milltown |10:00 a.m. Margaret & Jackie Harmon
Callinafercy.
John Giles
Castlemaine.
Thur. Oct 15t No Mass.
Fri. Oct 2nd Milltown | 7:00 p.m. Ronald White - 15t Anniversary
(Husband of Margaret Doherty)
Knockreigh & Scotland.
Sat. Oct 3rd Listry 6:00 p.m. Noreen Buchanan - 15t
Anniversary
Faha Glen.
. 11:15 a.m. Jer McGillycuddy
Sun. Oct 4th Milltown Farran.

Eucharistic Ministers

Listry Saturday October 314 Margaret Lehane

Milltown Sunday October 4th Betty Moriarty & Sheila O’ Sullivan
| Minister of the Word

Listry Saturday October 31 Family Readers

Milltown Sunday October 4t Pauline O’ Sullivan




October Offertory Collector: Tim Fleming
Flower Arranger: Mary Aspell | 3rdOctober — 16t October

Seniors Day will be held in Listry Community Centre on % Tuesday, 6th
October, from 12.00 noon to 3.00pm.

 Dinner and Bingo
« Cost: €10 per person

For further information or to book, please contact the Community Centre on
064 6624919. Everyone is welcome.

Free HSE Information Evening: Learn about Fair Deal, Enduring
Power of Attorney, Sage Advocacy, Age Friendly Homes, and more at
this free information evening on = Tuesday, 29th September at the
Sacred Heart University Hospital, John Street, Dingle (V92 V593)
Information stands from 7.30pm & Talks begin at 8.00pm.

Glenstal Abbey Retreats — October 2026

Mystagogy of the Forest: with Fr Anthony Keane OSB takes place on =
Saturday, 24th October (10am to 4.30pm). A day of prayer, reflection, and
reconnecting with God through creation. Cost: €90 (lunch included).

Dying to Live: takes place on *: Saturday, 31st October (10am to
4.30pm). Explore Benedictine wisdom on living well, finding peace, purpose,
and what truly matters. Cost: €90 (lunch included).

@ Booking is essential: events@glenstal.com

Do you love singing? If you do, then come join the Children’s Choir!

We practice on most Thursdays- 5:30 — 6:15 pm in Milltown Church
(Participants will be notified via a WhatsApp message) We plan for
the choir to sing on Sundays at the 11:15 am mass in Milltown Church (twice a
month)

The Children’s Choir is a wonderful way to make friends, have fun, build
confidence, grow in faith and share your voice with our parish community.

For more information, contact Deirdre — 086 170 3332.

Last Weekend’s Offertory Collection: €820.00
Thank you for your generosity and continued support!

Killorglin Pastoral Area
Priest on Duty this Weekend
Kieran O’ Sullivan (087) 2432155




The first reading from Ezekiel protects us from despair. A person is
not trapped forever by yesterday’s decision. Someone who turns away
from sin can live. Someone who abandons the right path can also fall.

Our past matters, but it does not have the final word. Repentance means
more than feeling sorry. It means allowing grace to turn us around.

The first son teaches us that an honest no can still become a faithful yes.
Perhaps you resisted God for years. Perhaps you neglected prayer,
damaged a relationship, or made choices that now bring shame. The
Father is still calling. The road to the vineyard remains open. Do not build
a home inside your worst decision. Rise, turn, and begin walking.

Saint Paul shows us the perfect Son. Jesus did not offer the Father a
beautiful promise and then remain safely in heaven. He emptied Himself,
took the form of a servant, and became obedient even to death on a cross.

Christ’s yes had hands that served, knees that bent, feet that walked
toward Jerusalem, and a body offered on Calvary. His obedience was not
empty submission. It was love made visible.

Every Christian yes receives its strength from His. We do not save
ourselves through effort. Grace calls us, lifts us, and helps us obey. Yet
grace does not leave us seated. It leads us into the vineyard.

This week, choose one unfinished yes. Make the phone call. Seek
Confession. Return what is not yours. Begin the duty you keep delaying.
Forgive one small part of the debt you have guarded.

The Father does not need another name written on a list. He desires a
child who enters the vineyard. Let your yes leave your mouth, reach your
feet, and become love.

Lord Jesus, forgive me for the promises I have made without living
them.
Give me the humility to change direction and the courage to obey
when Your call is difficult.
May my yes become service, sacrifice, love, united with Your perfect obedience
to the Father.

Amen.
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