Ballybunion Parish Newsletter

16™ August, 2026

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Presbytery Office Tel: 068-27102 Open: Mon., Wed., & Frid. 10.00a.m. to 1.00p.m. (Urgent calls 087-6759263) email: ballybunion@dioceseofkerry.ie

Schedule for the Week:

Sat. 15" Aug. 7.00p.m. Vigil: Jim McMahon & decd. family members; Noreen
Owen, Padraic & baby Kiera Liston; Tess & Bob Larkin; Paud, Nora
& Sheila Mahony; Teresa & Maurice Clarke; Patsy, Joan & Noreen
Connolly & Sarah Jane Ryan; Mary & Robbie Francis. Michael
O’Connell, Maurice O’Connell & Mulvihill & O’Connell families,

Brendan Barry & Flynn & Barry Families

Sun. 16® Aug. 11.30a.m. Anne, Tony & Aidan McCarthy; John Joe Nagle; Kevin &
Sylvia Harty; Michael & Hannah O’Connor (Farrenpierse); Con &
Tony Twomey, Chrissie & Brendan Collins, Tim & Kitty Horgan
Bandon & family members, Dan & Lena O’Mullane, Tadgh

O’Mullane, Fenton Kirwan, Joe Philpot,

Mon. 17" Aug. 10.00a.m. Missa Pro Populo
Wed. 19" Aug. 10.00a.m. Private Intention
Fri. 21 Aug. 10.00a.m. Maureen Fitzmaurice (nee Kissane) 9™ Anniv.

Sat. 22" Aug. Marie Sheehan; Jackie Culhane; Dana Mulvihill; Jim Bunyan, Doon

Road; Hannah & John King; Mary & Mossie Savage

Sun. 234 August Thomas Moore; Michael & Kate Devane, Beale; Mary Ann & Cliff de

Sousa; Aidan Mason; Bridgie O’Carroll 3™ Anniv

Parish Notes

Anniversaries: Jerry Tackaberry; Kevin Kelly; Denis O’Donoghue Jnr. Tim Kiely,,Kathleen
Kiely& Toni Kiely

Diocesan Collection for the funding of the John Paul II Pastoral Centre will be taken up as a post
Communion Collection this weekend. 15/16™ August. Your support will be appreciated.

Priest on Duty Sunday 16™ Aug. Gerard Finucane Causeway/Ballyduff 087 0554874

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament: Mon. mornings from 8.45a.m. to 9.45a.m.

Kerry Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock next Sat., 22" Aug. - Feast of the Queenship of Our Lady.
Marriage Enrichment Weekend 2™ - 4% Oct. Fococlare Centre Kildare.  Contact:
WWww.marriageencounter.ie

*The Way is an initiative of The Catholic Communications Office in Maynooth — it has been designed
to help people discover, live, and pass on the Catholic faith. Keep up to date by checking the
homepage of The Way at www.theWay.ie Call 01-5053055 email: info@theway.ie

Reflection: There is a lot about today’s gospel that is discomfiting, not least of which is the apparent
disregard Jesus has for a woman in need. To make matters worse, this exchange takes place just a
few verses after Jesus proclaims that what defiles a person is not what they eat or what washing rituals

one does or does not practice: “But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and
they defile” (Matthew 15:18). How are we to make sense of Jesus’s ostensible callousness and
dismissiveness? What are we to think about the Son of God so casually insulting a desperate woman
calling her a dog unworthy of his the attention and assistance, even as she pleas “Lord, help me”?
This is one of those passages from scripture that many Christians are quick to explain away or
relativize in order to make Jesus look better or to make us feel better. But what is conveyed in the
Gospel of Matthew is rather straightforward and quite plain: Jesus understands his mission to be
limited to other Jews like him. As a Canaanite and as a woman, she was doubly disadvantaged in
Jesus’s initial outlook given his own religious practice and patriarchal culture. Despite everything
stacked against her, this unnamed woman persists and performs something of her own miracle, which
leads to Jesus’s own transformation and results in a biblical narrative that is ultimately as instructive
as it is initially unsettling. First, this Canaanite woman has a privileged, if not always appreciated,
perspective as an outsider with regard to Jesus’s orbit. Of another cultural context and gender, she is
somehow able to see Jesus for who he actually is. This is a common thread in the synoptic gospels.
In Mark’s account, it is never those closest to Jesus who understand his identity and mission, but the
demons, the narrator, and the readers who get it. His followers are the ones who consistently
misunderstand and run away in fear. Here in Matthew’s telling, this woman from the outside likewise
sees the truth and professes her belief.

This is a reminder to us in our own time that those who are different, those who are unwittingly
pushed to the margins, those who do not have access to power or resources—they may have an
underappreciated yet privileged perspective, able to see the world as it actually is. Rather than dismiss
the experiences, perspectives, and knowledge of the minoritized and marginalized, perhaps Christians
would do well to prioritize such insight over self-justifying narratives and practices. Second, we
cannot simply explain away or brush past the hard truth that Jesus of Nazareth actually changes his
mind here and appears to learn something new! This is hard for many Christians to accept because
of the widespread assumption that Jesus’s full divinity somehow overtakes or corrects for his
humanity, and therefore Jesus knows everything and does everything perfectly. But this is not
orthodox Christian belief. Jesus is as human as he is divine! In Luke’s gospel, we are told that Jesus
grew in wisdom as a young man (Luke 2:52), which certainly sounds like he didn’t know everything
and have all things figured out from birth. Why would that capacity for learning and need for growth
stop in adulthood? This exchange reenforces our belief in Jesus’s full humanity and that he continued
to learn and understand more deeply his divine mission as time went on and he encountered people,
especially those quite different from his own community.

Finally, this exchange shows us how Jesus models what it means to be people of faith who can—and
ought—to change over time. While initially resistant and apparently set in his ways, an unexpected
encounter with a stranger expanded the horizon of the Son of God. Why is it that we are so often such
absolutists when it comes to what we believe, what we think, and how we treat other people,
especially those who are different from us? Why do so many self-professed Christians insist on a
static and unchanging worldview, quick to assume that what they think or believe now is what must
always be the case? If Jesus Christ can have his worldview revised and expanded, especially by
someone so unexpected and outcast, then so can we. This gospel passage is discomfiting, but in the
best way possible. May we be unsettled as Jesus was, open to learning from all those we meet, and
remember that to grow, learn, and change our mind is to be like Jesus.

God Bless. Fr. Gearoid Walsh, P.P.
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