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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sat. 1% Aug.: 7.00p.m. Eileen Purtill, Mary Houlihan Church Road, Paddy & Peggy
O’Donoghue and decd. members of the Naughton and O’Donoghue families

Sun. 2" Aug.: 11.30a.m. John Guiney; Mary Duggan (nee O’Sullivan Tullamore) &
John Duggan; Robert & Eileen Johnson; Margaret Johnson; Patrick & Nellie
O’Connor, Paddy & Cathy Buckley Scrahan & decd. family members; Padraig
O’Flaherty Leansaghane & decd. family members

Mon. 3" Aug.: 10.00 a.m. Missa Pro Populo

Wed. 5™ Aug.: 10.00 a.m. Private Intention

Frid. 7" Aug.: 10.00 a.m. Private Intention

Sat. 8™ August: 7.00p.m. Patrick & Hannah Diggins & decd. members of the Diggin
& O’Connor families; Elizabeth & Joseph O’Boyle, Gullane House; Angela, Matt &
Jayne Gilmore

Sun. 9" Aug.: 11.30 am: Jimmy, Nora Ruichard & Billy Fitzgerald; Hannah Lane;
Kit & Jerome King; Jerry & Madge Walsh & decd. family members

Anniversaries: Eileen Purtill, Mary Houlihan Church Road, Paddy & Peggy
O’Donoghue & decd. members of the Naughton & O’Donoghue families; John
Guiney; Mary Duggan (nee O’Sullivan) Tullamore & John Duggan; Robert & Eileen
Johnson; Margaret Johnson; Patrick & Nellie O’Connor; Paddy & Cathy Buckley,
Scrahan & decd. family members

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament: Mon. mornings from 8.45a.m. to 9.45a.m.
Priest on Duty Sunday 2"? August: Fr. Brendan Walsh Moyvane 087-7913271

Collection for Summer Dues will be taken up as a second collection after Holy Communion at
all Masses this weekend - this helps to provide income for the priest.

2026 Kerry Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock: Saturday 22" August, The Feast Day of the
Queenship of Our Lady. If any parish would like to supply a choir or a solo singer it would be
much appreciated, otherwise Knock will provide the music. If you have parish flags, bring them
along.

Summer Markets: McMunn’s Garden on Saturday 10.00a.m. — 1.00p.m.; Sunday from
11.00a.m. — 3.00p.m.

Marian pilgrimages to Lourdes on 23 — 30" Aug. & 28" - 315 Aug. Call 01-8788159

Reflection: Hungers of body and spirit. The crowds in today’s gospel had nothing to eat, but
our Lord knew they had another hunger apart from that of the stomach. They followed Jesus,
listening to every word he spoke, and in none of the stories does it say that they were bothered
about food for the body. In today’s episode, it is the apostles who expressed this concern, on
behalf of the people. In another place it says that Jesus “looked at the crowd, and felt sorry
for them, because they had been with him for several days, and had nothing to eat.” Yet the
twin hungers in today’s world are for meaning as well as for food. Jesus sets the apostles a
seemingly impossible challenge. When they point out the lack of food he tells them to feed
the people themselves. This, of course, cannot be done, and they tell him so. He then taught
them, and us, a basic lesson: “Whatever you have is enough. Just let me have it, and I will do
the rest.” At Cana, all they had was water, and it was all he needed; He would do the rest. In
another version of this story, where one of the apostles says “We only have a few loaves and
some fish, but what is that among so many?” The temptation was to put the loaves and fish
back in the bag. There is power in the actions of Jesus as he says a prayer and begins
distributing the bread. Before he called Lazarus forth from the tomb, he raised his eyes to
heaven, and said “I thank you, Father, that you have heard me.” It was his constant contact
with the Father that inspired his actions. At his baptism in the Jordan he had heard the Father’s
voice saying “This is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased.” He lived constantly with
the Father’s approval, even when everyone else rejected him. What a lesson this is for all of
us! In commissioning his apostles, later on, he would tell them to feed the hungry. Because
he came “to do and to teach,” that is why he fed the hungry before sending his disciples to
do the same. It is a scandal that so large a part of today’s world is made up of hungry people.
Most of us have more than we need of money, clothes, food, etc. We may not have as much
as we want, but we have more than we need. There is a struggle here, and there is a tension
from which we cannot escape. “Whatever you do for the least of these, I will take as being
done for me.” The decision to walk in the Christian Way removes many of my options and
choices. Christianity is much more than just saying prayers. It is also a call to action. It is a
call to do as Jesus would do. I cannot read today’s gospel and remain indifferent or detached.
“It is in giving that we receive.” When we give, we discover that we are not at a loss. It is an
extraordinary paradox, but it is literally me. I will never know this until I try it. How do you
consider yourself in the whole area of responsibility for the welfare of others? We are all
familiar with the St Vincent de Paul Society, Trocaire, Concern etc., and we may admire
what they do. But we must go beyond admiration and become willing to imitate, and follow
their example. Christianity is about witnessing, and in the witnessing is the invitation to “go
and do likewise.” The opposite to love is not hatred, but indifference. If God is love, and I
am indifferent, then I must seriously examine where God is in my life. This is a fundamental
and basic question that must be asked, and it must be answered.

Best of luck to the Kerry Ladies this Sunday!!

God Bless Fr Gearoid Walsh, P.P.
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