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  Safeguarding highlights 2024  

The National Board for Safeguarding Children in 
the Catholic Church in Ireland, published a new 
safeguarding policy: A Safe and Welcoming 
Church. This is the policy document that guides 
our safeguarding 
practice across 
the diocese.    

New safeguarding 
posters were sent to 
all parishes. These 
posters are to 
replace the current 
safeguarding posters 
in all churches.  

 

 Some results from the safeguarding audits 

completed by parishes this year  

Since covid we have seen an increase each year 
in youth based activities. It has taken time and 
hard work from Parish Reps, Volunteers and 
Priests to get these activities up and running 
again. This increase in numbers is a testament to 
the dedicated work we see at parish level.  

 

 

This year we see a significant increase in the 
number of eucharistic ministers taking communion 
to nursing homes and private homes (8 Eucharistic 
Ministers in 2023 vs 19 Eucharistic Ministers in 
2024). This is an important ministry and a great help 
to Priests, especially in parishes without a resident 
Priest.  

 Breaking down the numbers  

There are 127 Safeguarding Parish Representatives 
across the diocese. Reps are responsible for 
ensuring that youth based activities in the parish 
are safe for children and being run in accordance 
with the guidance from our safeguarding policy.  

Diocesan Safeguarding Committee met on 5 
occasions.  

259 parish vetting applications were processed.  

78 people attended safeguarding children training.  

45 people attended adults at-risk of abuse training.  

  What is coming up before the summer   

Meeting: Parish Reps to schedule a meeting with 
the Parish Priest / Moderator in May. Agenda for this 
meeting will be circulated to reps and parishes by 
email.  

Safeguarding Children Refresher Training: Please 
inform the following if their training is due for 
renewal (training must be renewed every 3 years): 
Parish Safeguarding Representatives, Sacristans, 
All Clergy (Priests and Deacons), Leaders of parish 
groups with under 18s.   

• Wednesday 14th May, 7pm-8.30pm, Zoom 
• Tuesday 20th May, 7pm-8.30pm, Zoom. 

Adult At-Risk Of Abuse Training: Please inform the 
following if their training is due for renewal (training 
must be renewed every 3 years): All Clergy (Priests 
and Deacons), Eucharistic Ministers who visit 
nursing homes or private homes of non-family 
members, Lay Pastoral Leaders.  

• Thursday 8th May, 7-9pm, Zoom  

Bookings: jacklynmccarthy@dioceseofkerry.org 
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