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“In Confirmation it is Christ who fills us with his Spirit, consecrating us as his witnesses. …… I wonder: How can one see that we have received the Gift of the Spirit? If we fulfil the works of the Spirit, if we speak the words instructed by the Spirit. Christian witness consists in doing only and all that the Spirit of Christ asks of us, giving us the strength to accomplish it”.
Pope Francis, General Audience, 23rd May 2018  



The Sacrament of Confirmation
Making Confirmation is a decision, a choice, we make personally to follow Jesus and to live and love like him.  In the Sacrament of Confirmation the gift of the Holy Spirit is bestowed upon us.   Anyone who freely decides to live life as God’s child and asks for God’s Spirit under the signs of the imposition of hands and anointing with Chrism receives the strength to witness to God’s love in word and deed.  The person is then a fully-fledged, responsible member of the Catholic Church.  The Holy Spirit comes to strengthen us for our mission.  It means living as a true disciples of Jesus in our daily lives.  

The Holy Spirit does not force his gifts on us.  If we are open to them they liberate us and enable us to live and act as responsible children of God and followers of Jesus Christ.  If we are led by the Spirit and are open to his gifts we will bring forth the fruits of the Spirit: “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, gentleness, self- control.”

The sacrament of Confirmation is about welcoming and celebrating the presence, gifts and action of the Holy Spirit in our lives, thus, enabling us to grow in faith.   









Confirmation Planning 2025
“I bless you, Father, for revealing these things to mere children.”


The Priest should consult the school(s) in deciding between the Celebration of Confirmation within the Eucharist or the Celebration of the Rite of Confirmation. 

Where Mass is not being celebrated, encourage the candidates and their families to celebrate Mass the following weekend in their local church as their ‘Confirmation Mass’.

If a parish is having additional ceremonies to the ones I am celebrating, please email me the number of extra ceremonies in your parish.

I mentioned the Confirmation pledge to abstain from alcohol, drugs and gambling last year and it proved popular with many parents.  The key point is that “it is an important topic to be discussed openly from time to time through the teenage years with parents in the home”.

Continue the emphasis on simplicity. Let there not be too many jobs! It is important to have the right balance between learning about being a committed person of faith, and time spent on preparing artwork or their own Confirmation booklet. 

It is essential that the candidates join in the singing of the two hymns that are part of the Rite of Confirmation, the ‘I believe in God the Father’ and the ‘Hymn to the Holy Spirit’. Pages 9 & 10 of the Diocesan Confirmation Booklet.

The heart of the Sacrament of Confirmation is belief in God who knows and loves each one, and is ever-present in our lives through the power and working of the Holy Spirit






The Confirmation Card is to be distributed in school on a day following Confirmation. It will serve as an opportunity to engage and discuss the candidates’ experience of the celebration and some of the themes related to Confirmation :  

The Holy Spirit given to Jesus at his Baptism for his Public Ministry  

The Holy Spirit given to us in Baptism and Confirmation that we might reach our full potential as human beings created and love by God

The Holy Spirit our help, strength and guide: Adult Christian maturity supported by the Holy Spirit;                                                           

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit and the Fruits of the Holy Spirit 

The Confirmation pledge 
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Gospel Reading - Luke 4:16-22.  (Lectionary Vol 3, page 104, No. 5)

Gospel Acclamation
	Alleluia, alleluia!
	Come, holy Spirit,
	send forth a ray of your light from on high.
	Alleluia!


CHRISTIAN INITIATION: 6  CONFIRMATION

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke				4:16-22
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me.
Jesus came to Nazara, where he had been brought up, and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day as he usually did. He stood up to read, and they handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll he found the place where it is written:
	The spirit of the Lord has been given to me,
	for he has anointed me.
	He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor,
	to proclaim liberty to captives
	and to the blind new sight,
	to set the downtrodden free,
	to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.
He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat down. And all eyes in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to speak to them, “This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen’. And he won the approval of all, and they were astonished by the gracious words that came from his lips.
	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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