
Abbeydorney Parish Office 066 4018996 
23rd Sunday Ordinary Time 4th September 2022 

 
Communion Reflection Donal Neary SJ 

Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple 
 

Each of us have our own cross to carry; 
the weaknesses of body, mind and spirit which affects our lives, 

or loneliness, illness failure, 
and our personal secret problems. 

All of us carry burdens 
which are known or unknown to others. 

 
Our cross may be caused by others: 

we may be victims of greed or violence  
or of others’ addictions. 

 
For the Lord himself carried the cross  

of poverty and misunderstanding, 
of bereavement when Joseph died, 

of loss of friends like Lazarus, 
of the pain of his mother as he went to death; 

He has carried burdens like ours. 
 

And each cross is different; 
at times we feel we could carry another’s cross more lightly. 

And we resent the crosses of our lives caused by others. 
 

The Lord has suffered,  
And promises us the companionship we need.  

He weeps with us, suffers with us, 
promises friendship now and forever. 

 
Our way of the cross like his, is the path to resurrection. 

With our hands in his wounded hand, 
we can carry the burdens life brings, and follow him, 

with confidence and a helping hand, 
to carry the crosses of others. 

 



‘Listen To The Voice Of Creation’  
September 1st marks the beginning of the Season of Creation, an 
ecumenical period that unites Christians to pray and take action to care for 
our common home.  
The theme for this year’s season is ‘Listen to the voice of creation’. Pope 
Francis invites us to “pray once more in the great cathedral of creation” and 
to revel in the “cosmic choir made up of countless creatures, all singing the 
praises of God”.  
However, when we listen to creation, there is a dissonance: “On the one 
hand, we can hear a sweet song in praise of our beloved Creator; on the 
other, an anguished plea, lamenting our mistreatment of this our common 
home.”  
As most of us are aware, we are living through a devastating environmental 
crisis. Some 70 per cent of the earth’s wildlife has been destroyed in the 
past 50 years due to human activity. The continuing rise in toxic greenhouse 
gas emissions is fuelling a climate crisis that is making parts of our world 
uninhabitable for human beings.   
As Tomás Insua, executive director of Laudato Si’ Movement (LSM), 
commented recently: “The sweet song of creation is mixed with its bitter 
cry, as evidenced by the intense heat wave that is experienced in much of 
the northern hemisphere and that has already killed, only in Spain and 
Portugal, more than 1,000 people or has left 5 million people without water 
in Monterrey, Mexico. “The crisis is no longer a hypothesis of a distant 
future but a tangible reality that is costing human lives.”  
This message is at the heart of Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical Laudato Si’: On 
Care for our Common Home, which continues to inspire and mobilise the 
global Catholic community to care for our common home and to work for 
climate justice. Worldwide networks such as LSM and the Vatican’s Laudato 
Si’ Action Platform are encouraging people to take action, whether in their 
family, community, organisation or business.  
What is clear is that the ecological crisis is no longer a peripheral concern 
but at the heart of our Christian calling and a summons to interior 
conversion:  
I urgently appeal for a new dialogue about how we are shaping the future 
of our planet. We need a conversation which includes everyone, since the 

environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its human roots, concern 
and affect us all. (LS 14) 

 



We are invited as a Christian community to embrace the challenge of caring 
for our common home. The Season of Creation is a time to “listen to 
creation”, to spend time in nature and come to a deeper awareness of the 
beauty of our world.  
It is a time to listen to “the cry of the earth” and particularly to “the cry of 
the poor” who are most affected by climate change and biodiversity loss. 
It is a time for action, to examine our lifestyles and our choices as 
consumers and to make some changes. We start with small actions: plant a 
native tree, develop a wildflower area, cut out single-use plastics. Why not 
start your journey with a visit to the online Laudato Si Action Platform and 
explore what your community can do?  
The Irish church is joining with the global efforts. Five Irish dioceses were 
among 35 Catholic institutions that recently announced their intention to 
divest from fossil fuel companies, given their harm to the environment. Last 
year, Archbishop of Dublin Dermot Farrell published a pastoral letter The 
Cry of the Earth, The Cry of the Poor in which he talks about promoting a 
“culture of care”, a new vision for living and sharing our world. He 
recommends that the Season of Creation be used as a springboard for 
parishes, schools and religious congregations to embrace a spirituality that 
encourages greater contact with the natural world, and to embrace small 
actions which can have a ripple effect across our communities. “In the 
climate crisis,” he says, “God asks us not only what type of environment we 
want to inhabit, but also what type of life do we wish to embrace.”  
We are at a critical moment as a global community, and these are big 
questions that deserve our time and reflection during this Season of 
Creation as we live out our call to protect and care for our common home. 
(Tríona O’Doherty Reality September 2022) 

Prayer for Beginning of the School Year 
Lord, I pray that my children (grandchildren) will experience the peace of 

God this year that exceeds all understanding.  
I pray they will not worry about things they cannot control, but that You 

will guard their hearts and minds and keep them trusting in You.  
I pray they will not only enjoy the peace of God, but peace with God. 

 I pray they will develop a spirit of gratitude and thanksgiving 
 as they look to You daily for their needs.  

I pray that You will give them the capacity for joy that bubbles up from 
your peace. 

 

  



Seeing Your Life Through The Lens of  The Gospel   John Byrne OSA 

1. The passage is a call to both radical and practical discipleship. When 
have you found that in order to achieve a certain objective you had 
to make it a priority, and then take the practical steps necessary to 
reach your goal?  What were the benefits to you when you did this? 

2. ‘Hate’ is prophetic exaggeration for the uncompromising loyalty 
Jesus seeks in disciples. There may be times when people make 
demands in conflict with fidelity to another relationship. This can be 
painful. When have you found that being clear about your priorities 
helped you in that situation? 

3. Jesus uses parables here to tell us that in important human affairs 
we do not settle for vague aspirations. When have you found that 
some element of practical planning has been necessary to make 
progress with a project? What has this taught you about making the 
most of your life and of your time. (Intercom September 2022) 

Points to Ponder Intercom September 2022 

September through to the Feast of St Francis of Assisi, 4 October, is 
designated the Season of Creation, an annual celebration of prayer and 
action for the planet, for our common home. 
The Symbol of the 2022 Season of Creation is the Burning Bush whose fire 
called to Moses as he tended the flock on Mount Horeb. The bush, on fire 
but not consumed, revealed the presence of God. Creation cries out as 
forests crackle, animals flee, and people are forced to migrate due to the 
fires of injustice that we have caused or contributed to. On the contrary, 
the fire that called to Moses on Mt Horeb did not consume or destroy. The 
fire affirms that God hears the cries of all who suffer and promises to be 
with us as we follow in faith to be delivered from injustice or whatever else 
is threatening us. 
The beauty and marvel of Creation never ceases to proclaim how wonderful 
God must be, but we must be listening. During the Season of Creation, our 
common prayer and action can help us listen for the voices of those who 
are silenced, support the work of groups who are working to prevent 
precious species and ecosystems, and those whose livelihoods are 
threatened by habitat loss and climate change. Listening to the voice of 
creation may prompt us to pray and to act to echo the cry of the Earth and 
answer the call of creation to leave our earth better than we find it. Send 
forth your Spirit O Lord and renew the face of the earth.  Pat Clinton 
 


