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The Other Beatitudes 

If you can hold riches, never letting them hold you. 
If you can hear your praises sung and 

still give God his due. 
 

If you can help the slow and weak and  
raise the one who falls, 

and quickly come with helping hand  
when anybody calls. 

 
If you can have a heart that’s  
free from selfishness and sin, 

and keep that heart so God’s great light  
may shine more strongly in. 

 
If you can give forgiveness to  
the one who hurts your heart. 

If you can build a bridge and  bring together those apart. 
 

If you can say “this thing is wrong” or  
“that is right to do,” 

and stand your ground though  
other hearts would pain and  punish you. 

 
If you can be a friend to all, to all be strong  and true. 

Then God who made the world  
will make his Kingdom come to you. 

 
God never sends you into a situation alone. 

He goes before you.  
He stands beside you. He walks behind you. 

Whatever situation you have right now,  
be confident God is with you. 

 
 



 
Working in the Church in Africa Part 3  
(Ken Ryan Intercom September 2022) 

 
Fr. Jim asked the Commissars to put the word out on the ‘bush telegraph’ 
that we should not be interfered with whilst we were rebuilding the Mission 
Stations, but not everyone got the message.  In this mountainous area with 
winding narrow roads and little streams that had to be crossed vey slowly 
on small bridges, we were often reduced to less than 10mph as the loaded 
vehicles struggled to keep going forward uphill.  The territory was known as 
Ambush Valley and your life could be snuffed out in an instant from a sniper. 
The roads were impassable during the rainy season.  We were armed but 
would have no chance of survival against an attack in this inhospitable 
terrain.  Harry, Bernard and I all had ‘close calls’ while working on the 
Mission reconstruction in supposed peace time.  We had to run the gauntlet 
twice a week for six months and transported substantial cash wages.  In any 
event, it was with relief that we hand over the completed reconstructed 
buildings.  Fr. Jim, the priests, sisters and students then returned to a more 
peaceful life in this beautiful part of the world in the crisp air of the scenic 
mountains of the Mozambique Border.  
Our construction business was prospering, but my wife Eileen was feeling 
unwell and getting medical tests for over a year.  She had to have cancer 
operations both in Ireland and Zimbabwe.  Eileen had to go to St. Anne’s 
Hospital, Harare run by the Irish sisters, Little Company of Mary, for yet 
another operation and afterwards she was rigged up to a battery of surgical 
machines which gave a buzz at regular intervals.  I was in the ward with her 
when suddenly there was a continuous buzz from the machine. I was 
hurriedly sent out by the emergency staff but the door was left open and I 
could see the medics applying electric pads to Eileen’s ribs.  Sadly, Eileen 
didn’t make it and she passed away at just thirty-eight years of age on the 
operating table.  Our master plan was shattered as we were about to return 
home to Ireland, to our house in Kinsale to start a new life.  Instead, I 
returned home alone to Eileen’s funeral in Inchigeela, West Cork.  
Poignantly, this coincided with our plans to return to Ireland  and so after 
our wonderful life in Africa I had to come to terms with the new situation 
that I found myself in.  
Having left Zimbabwe and returning to Dublin I met up with Muriel Lowry 
who I went out with as a teenager.  She became widowed when her 



husband, Enda Wymes, a classmate of mine also died aged thirty-eight.  
Enda and Muriel had three children by then.  We took up from where we 
left off twenty years earlier. 
 

God’s Word this Month 
The Quality Of Mercy In today’s Gospel, Jesus uses a parable about a 
steward’s sharp practice to make a point about our relationship with God. 
The steward has been accused of wasting his master’s property. He knows 
he’s about to lose his job and end up with nothing. Back in Jesus’ time, 
losing one’s job meant becoming destitute unless you had friends or family 
to help you out.  
Realising he’s not able for physical work and too proud to go begging, the 
steward does some quick thinking. He needs to act, and fast. So he hatches 
a plan that might provide him with some friends and security in the future. 
He calls his master’s debtors one by one and cancels or reduces the amount 
of money they owe his master. He calculates they will be grateful and look 
out for him when he is jobless. It is an unethical and desperate plan, but it 
works.  
When the master discovers what the steward has done, he is impressed. He 
praises the steward for being clever enough to know what to do in this 
desperate situation.  
In telling this parable, Jesus isn’t condoning improper behaviour. Rather, he 
uses it to stress the importance of taking decisive action when decisive 
action is needed. The steward hadn’t been doing his job properly and so 
faced the sack. But when his future security was on the line, he acted 
quickly. He didn’t hesitate. He saw that he needed to act – and he did.  
It must be the same with our spiritual life. Our relationship with God is 
paramount, but we can neglect it and drift along or get distracted by other 
things. If we neglect our relationship with God, we need to act as quickly 
and decisively as that astute steward. We need to be as clever in 
safeguarding our spiritual future – and the salvation of our souls – as the 
smart people of this world are when their financial future is in peril. 
 
Thought for the week: 

“Never worry about numbers.  

Help one person at a time,  
  St. Mother Teresa 

 



Points to Ponder Intercom September 
In the famous Rodgers and Hammerstein musical, ‘The King and I’, the King, 
finds he cannot understand how different things must be in the western 
world from where comes the new governess for his many children. In a 
single, novel word, he says it is ‘A Puzzlement’. And that word describes 
exactly my first reaction to the readings this weekend. 
What do they have in common? l think they are meant to remind us that, 
whatever our situation in life, and however we live it, there comes, at last, 
a day of reckoning. ‘It is the Lord who keeps faith forever, who is just to 
those who are oppressed’. We are dedicated to God, in all our different 
ways beginning from the one baptism that we all share. We need to pray 
for everyone, especially those in positions of responsibility. And we must 
aim to be saintly and religious, filled with faith and love. We’ve been given 
great gifts and opportunities. Let’s make sure we make the most of it so 
when our turn comes to balance the good and the not so good in our 
stories, the good will outweigh the rest and we will have made the best use 
of all our many chances to use the opportunities and blessings of this world 
for the good of all. 
As you plant, so you shall reap. Our readings today, invite us to remember 
that there will be a time of reckoning for all of us. We must ensure that we 
use all the good things of this world for the good of all, without taking more 
than our fair share.  Pat Clinton. 
 
Seeing Your Life Through The Lens of  The Gospel  John Byrne OSA 
1. As often with the parables of Jesus, this one is intended to shock in 

order to make us think. Jesus is not praising the injustice of the 
servant, but his purposefulness in preparing for the future. In your 
experience what difference does it make when you are purposeful 
and energetic instead of lethargic? 

2. It was his master’s call to account that galvanised the servant into 
action. What have been the experiences, or people, that have 
galvanised you into action when you had been somewhat half-
hearted in your efforts? 

3. Who have been the people whose energy, drive and astuteness 
have been an inspiration to you in how to handle difficult situations? 

4. ‘No servant can be the slave of two masters’. When have you 
experienced the truth of this statement? 


