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Dear Parishioner,   
                              ‘An rud is annamh, is iontach’.  Those six words in the 
Irish language might be translated as: ‘That which seldom happens is 
wonderful.’  I wonder can you think of situations where that applies!  
People might say, when the sun appears after a long period of rain, that to 
see it is wonderful.  One might hear it referring to a team winning a 
competition after failing to do so for 30 years.  I have picked that phrase 
because of an event taking place in our Cathedral in Killarney.  At 3 p.m. on 
Sunday afternoon, Mark Moriarty, a student from Killarney, who has 
finished his studies in Maynooth College will be ordained a deacon.  Maybe 
the first time that we heard about deacons was when Francis White was 
ordained a ‘Permanent Deacon’ a few years ago.  Mark Moriarty’s 
ordination as a deacon is the last step on the road to being a priest.  
 
In my time in Maynooth (1965-1972), the ordination to diaconate took 
place without any fanfare during the academic year.  Some years, after I 
was ordained, the diaconate ceremony was given  a lift in importance, 
when families of the candidates were invited to attend the ceremony in 
Maynooth.  I mentioned that Mark Moriarty has finished his studies for the 
priesthood but ordination to priesthood will not take place until next year.  
In the meantime, he will get experience as a deacon.  This will not be his 
first time to spend time in a parish.  During the past few years, his fellow 
seminarians and himslef have combined study in Maynooth with pastoral 
involvement in a parish for part of the year.  In my time, there was little or 
no emphasis on getting practical experience – work placement that goes 
with most kinds of training for a particular profession or career. 
 
Earlier this week, I was reminded of an ordination to priesthood that I 
attended in Thurles in 1975.  On that occasion, Gerald Dwyer from Sneem 
(I had been appointed there, after my ordination in 1972.), a member of 
the Pallotine Order was ordained with other students from dioceses in 
Munster.  One of those was Maurice Brick (Fr. Mossie), whom I did not 
know at that time.  Fr. Gerald spent most of his priestly life in Rome, where 
he died earlier this week.  May he rest in heavenly peace.  (Fr. Denis 
O’Mahony)  

Every faith journey has its twists and turns 

 Fr. Brendan Hoban: Western People July 26, 2022 

A reader suggests that I might answer a question that has obsessed 
him/her for some time: how come that so many Catholics end up with 
such a variety of religious experiences: God is distant/close, a stern 
judge/a close friend, etc.  The only rule he/she lays down for my thoughts 
on this matter is that what I write should be simple, clear and to the point.  
No complicated words, no theological jargon and no needless complication 
or ambivalence. 

Let’s see how I get on. 
The first thing I’d say is that faith in God comes to us through our 
development as human beings.  So, let’s go back to basics.  For most of us 
we develop (as human beings) through three stages: infancy, adolescence 
and adulthood – and usually in that order.  For a religious sense to 
develop, it has to take account of the specific needs of infancy, 
adolescence and adulthood. Theologians use complicated words to 
describe how religion must include three essential elements corresponding 
to the three stages of life: in infancy, certainty; in adolescence, 
questioning; and in adulthood, resolution. (To some degree, all three 
elements are present at all three stages, as all three are necessary for the 
development of a religious sense.) 
 
In infancy, we tend to instruct because infants usually accept what their 
parents (or teachers) tell them.  We don’t expect questioning, though it 
happens and we don’t ask a child to make up his or her own mind.  It’s 
beyond them at that stage.  What infants want is security and protection 
and, once those are available, they tend to comfortably accept the wisdom 
handed to them.  They prefer what’s black and white and are unhappy to 
have to live in the grey.  A crisis can develop if Daddy and Mammy are 
not on the same hymn-sheet.  The danger with the infancy stage – in terms 
of religion – is that some settle into it so well that they don’t want to move 
out of it later on.  They prefer in later life to remain in an infantile state, 
so religious growth is effectively impeded. 
 
Some adult Catholics live in or pine for this stage of arrested religious 
development.  So, they want to be told what’s right or wrong; they like  
simple catechism responses to complex questions; and, sometimes, those 
in authority may encourage them in their infantile state by praising them 
for their loyalty and obedience. The spiritual writer, Gerard Hughes, S.J.,  
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has written that there is ‘no more effective way of destroying true faith in 
God than by misusing words like loyalty, obedience and faithfulness’.  
Catholics, caught in a state of arrested infantile development, are often the 
angriest in opposing any change in the Church and in resisting the present 
reforms of Pope Francis. 
 
With adolescence, we move into a time when the mind begins to 
question and when a search for meaning begins to take centre stage.  
Attempting to ward off a questioning spirit by not allowing adolescent 
Catholics to think for themselves is self-defeating because, if the critical 
element is not encouraged or worse still impeded, Catholics remain 
infantile in their religious beliefs, which will be out of sync with how they 
live.   In adolescence, the critical consciousness needs to be 
unambiguously fostered, resourced and cherished because, without it, 
Catholics can remain infantile in their beliefs and practices which will not 
reflect their lives and attitudes – with religion becoming a private matter, 
confining God within set boundaries.  On the one hand, this can be 
difficult (and feel disloyal) when it runs against the accepted wisdom and 
practice of parents who have provided security and protection of the infant 
years.  On the other hand, without a healthy critical environment, Catholics 
can become obsessed with what they perceive as heresy in others. 
 
Adults live in a world that’s complex and even mysterious and become 
increasingly aware of the importance of ‘an inner world’ through which we 
experience hope and despair, joy and sadness, fear and expectation, 
certainty and doubt.  The more adult we become, the more aware we are 
that this inner world holds the key to personal happiness, especially when 
we find that, as Christians, an important constituent of making our own 
individual journey is the presence with us of a God, who loves us uniquely 
and individually and beyond all our imaging.  God is not a judge hovering 
around us waiting for us to make mistakes but a God who is loving, 
forgiving, merciful and  compassionate. A God who loves us as we are – 
despite our failures. A God with us, in good times and in bad, and on every 
step of the pilgrimage of life. The great treasure that we seek as adult 
Catholics is a personal, loving relationship with the God of Jesus Christ.  
(Contd. at back) 

 
 

 
What a church does for an adult Catholic is to provide encouragement and  
guidance as we enter that most important stage of our religious journey, a 
growing conviction that God is always and everywhere present to us.  
Three elements correspond to three stages of human growth –  

in infancy, certainty; 
in adolescence, questioning; and 

in adulthood, resolution. 
 All three elements are essential to religious growth and traces of all three 
remain with us all our days.  Every faith journey will have its own twists and 
turns, moments of light and times of darkness, occasions when, to quote 
the first letter to Corinthians, we see ‘in a mirror, dimly’ but other times 
too, when we see ‘face to face’. 
 

Points to Ponder Intercom July/August 2022 
‘For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also’ (Lk 12:34).  A 
heart full of desire.  We all have desires. The poor ones are those who have 
no desire, no desire to go forward, toward the horizon; and for us 
Christians this horizon is the encounter with Jesus, the very encounter with 
him, who is our life, our joy, our happiness.  I would like to ask you two 
questions.  First: do you all have a desiring heart?  A heart that desires?  
Think about it and respond silently in your hearts.  I ask you is your heart 
filled with desire, or is it a closed heart, a sleeping heart, a heart numb to 
the things of life?  The desire to go forward to encounter Jesus.   
 
The second question: where is your treasure, what are you longing for?  
Jesus told us: where your treasure is, there will be your heart – and I ask 
you: where is your treasure?  What is the most important reality for you, 
the most precious reality, the one that attracts your heart like a magnet?  
What attracts your heart?  May I say that it is God’s love?  God’s love that 
gives meaning to our small daily tasks and helps us face the great trials.  
This is the true treasure of humankind: going forward in life with love, with 
that love which the Lord has sown in our hearts, with God’s love.  This is 
the true treasure.  (Pope Francis, Angelus, St Peter’s Square, Rome) 

 
Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood.  Now is the time 
to understand more so that we may fear less. (Marie Curie) 

(Hellen Keller – Both quotations from Reality Magazine  July/August 
2022) 


