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Communion Reflection Fr. Donal Neary 

Jesus’ place at a banquet 
When Jesus goes to a banquet- 

a wedding reception 
a celebration in the club, 

a parish celebration, he doesn’t seem to look for the top table. 
 

He seems to look more in the ordinary places, 
to find congenial company 

with the person who goes for the lower place, 
with the person who hides behind the pillar, 

with  the person hanging back to be invited somewhere. 
 

And at the banquet of life he seems to sit 
with those who get the leftovers 

 and enjoy their company. 
 

And he is teaching about heaven as he invites all to the banquet; 
we are welcomed by God for who we are, 

for what we have given,  
for what love we have created in life, 
and tried to give, even with mistakes. 

 
What God praises in us may surprise us: 

the simple moment where we have  
made a difference in the lives of others, 

and big moments where we have made our effort  
to help create a world according to the mind of God. 

 
And  he embarrassed people in his own day 

by bringing all sorts of people to the top table. 
Maybe he will praise in us what we least expect. 

 
Sort of turns things upside down,  

Doesn’t it? 
 



Alive And Kicking (Reality July/August 2022) Ann Marie Foley 
Young People Who Are Passionate About Community, Social Justice And Faith 

Are Involved In A Variety Of Church Ministries Across Ireland     
Maria Emotional And Spiritual Support 
Maria O’Keeffe is a healthcare chaplain at Our Lady’s Hospice & Care Services, 
Harold’s Cross in her hometown of Dublin. She describes her ministry as providing 
spiritual, relational and emotional support to hospice patients and their loved ones 
as well as staff. “You are meeting people on their most frightening, anxious day and 
just to be a source of comfort or support is such a privilege,” she says.  
A typical day is full-on from the start. “As we begin our day, we check if any patient 
has died or if new patients have come in,” says Maria. Then there is a 
multidisciplinary team meeting with a doctor, nurse, physio, occupational 
therapist, social worker, dietician and healthcare chaplain. “That highlights the 
holistic nature of palliative care, because we are dealing with every part of the 
person and it gives an opportunity to relay to the rest of the team if a patient or 
their loved one is dealing with spiritual pain or is distressed,” she explains. Maria 
talks with patients about topics like what death will be like, or about physical or 
spiritual suffering. Some express regret, and some wonder if they are being 
punished for something in their past. Some can be angry with God, as can their 
families, but others are at peace. “They reflect on their life. They have things they 
are grateful for, and they express what gives them meaning and purpose. Often 
they are open with their family about their readiness for death.”  
Maria says her motivation for this ministry came from her early years as part of the 
church community, and from a priest she knew in Knockmitten, Clondalkin. She 
studied religion as an exam subject in her Leaving Certificate and went on to study 
theology and philosophy at St Patrick’s College, Maynooth. She later did a Masters 
in Scripture and a Higher Diploma in Healthcare Chaplaincy.  
Friends and family were supportive, but some had reservations when she became 
a healthcare chaplain at the age of 26. She acknowledges that she is “a very young 
person to deal with so much dying and death and illness,” but hopes that more lay 
young people choose pastoral care as a career, and as an opportunity to live their 
faith every day.  
When the Irish Synodal Pathway opened up for consultation, Maria made a 
personal submission as well as being involved with the contribution of healthcare 
chaplains. She would like to see more openness in the church. “People are very 
reassured when they realise that you are open to them and supporting them where 
they’re at, and there is nothing being forced on them; allowing them to tell their 
story to give you an understanding of their experiences, because sometimes the 
listening is important for them to feel heard and seen. This is ultimately what I 
would want the church to facilitate for people,” she says.  
Pastoral care is open to all, and Maria contacts spiritual leaders of patients of other 
faiths when needed. “There is huge emphasis on openness and respect for diversity  



and inclusivity. Obviously people express that they have no faith, and yet there are 
some very important conversations to be had. That openness is really present in 
pastoral care in healthcare.” 
 
Lucia Sharing The Gospel 
Lucia Diamond is originally from Letterkenny and volunteers there with NET 
(National Evangelisation Teams) Ministries Ireland. “A lot of what we are trying to 
do is to bring Jesus to young people, or to create an environment of community 
and making Jesus present where we are,” Lucia says.  
People from all walks of life volunteer with NET and they are given the training they 
need, but Lucia had previously studied Spanish and theology in Maynooth. She 
enjoyed learning about the foundations of the faith and church teaching, and 
studying the church documents which she says are “so rich”. She now works with a 
Mayo man and others from Germany, Canada and Glasgow. Each volunteer has 
fundraised for a stipend for their year in the parish.  
A typical day for Lucia is often from 9am to 10pm, and the team start and end the 
day with prayer and participate in a daily parish Eucharist. “The most important 
part of our day is that time we get to spend with the Lord and let everything flow 
from that,” she says. NET volunteers also help with religion classes in secondary 
schools and confirmation classes in primary schools and in the parish. The work is 
challenging but Lucia always tries to remind herself why she is doing it. “If you are 
not asking for the grace of God to let you really flow, you can be really drained,” 
she says.  
Working with secondary school students is a particular challenge: “It’s not about 
me, it’s about Jesus, and it’s okay if I look a bit foolish.” But once they establish a 
relationship, and that there is no preaching involved, they generally get along. 
Often young people have set ideas about the church and Lucia sees this as an 
opportunity to listen. The many questions that young people have can lead to great 
discussions.  
In her own mid-teens, Lucia was not committed to her faith. Then she spent a 
summer with her cousins and family in Glasgow and their witness of going to daily 
Mass and entrusting their intentions to Our Lady and God in the Rosary had a huge 
impact on her. “They were really joyful and talking about Jesus or God like he was 
their best friend and like he was there all the time. I never saw that before and 
realised that yes, you can have a relationship with God constantly and not just at 
morning or bedtime prayers,” she says.  
These days, Lucia hopes for more community building for the church in Ireland as 
we come out of Covid and the isolation and fear that went with it. “We come 
together in the church for Mass [and we need] to have that communion outside the 
church as well, to invite others into that and really be a church that welcomes all. I 
think my hope for the church is that we are able to bring the Gospel through 
ourselves, through communities and prayer groups, but also through meals and the 
normality of faith in everything,” she says. 



 Points to Ponder Intercom July/August 2022 

Jesus tells his listeners that it is be er to take a lower place at table. Then the 
host may come to you and say: ‘My friend, move up higher.’ The other guests 
then may hold you in high esteem. 
In today’s world, every day individuals vie for fame, fortune, power and 
status. The people who have achieved any of these ‘gifts’ typically are held 
in high esteem. However, Jesus completely reverses this idea. He proposes 
that it always is best to choose a lower place rather than a higher place. Thus, 
you will never be embarrassed by being asked to move to a lower place. And 
possibly you may be invited to move up to a higher place. 
Status-seeking is rampant in our world. Many people seek fame, power and 
recognition. However, there also are many individuals who live their lives 
quietly and simply. They are content with God, family, friends and a simple 
lifestyle. Fame may look glamorous. However, almost every day in the 
newspaper or on television we hear stories of how the famous and the 
glamorous have fallen or been defamed, often by their own choices. 
Today Jesus encourages us to be content with what seemingly is ‘lowly and 
least.’ Often it is in the small and seemingly insignificant gifts of everyday life 
where we may experience the greatest love, joy, peace and contentment. 
Today be mindful and notice the many small gifts you receive. Thank the 
giver and thank God! 
 

Seeing your life through the Lens of the Gospel 
1. The parable brings out two contrasting experiences, but each in its 

own way can be a moment of grace, a moment of truth, a moment 
of growth. You may be able to recall such experiences in your life. In 
the first (verses 8, 9) we discover that we had claimed a place that is 
too high for us; we are not as selfless, generous or compassionate as 
we thought we were. In the second (v.10) when others point out a 
goodness in ourselves that we may not have acknowledged to 
ourselves. How have you grown through such experiences?  

2. In verses 12-14 Jesus warns us against the danger of ulterior motives 
in doing good. We can do good things partly because of the benefit 
we will get from what we do. That is natural but can lead to 
disappointment and resentment when our expectations are not met. 
When the good deed in itself is our reward, we have a greater 
freedom. Feedback will be a bonus but not necessary. What does 
your life experience tell you about this? 


