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21st August 2022, 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
Dear Parishioner, 
                               This past Friday morning, after celebrating Mass in 
Kilflynn, I drove to Tralee to attend to a bit of bank business.  While I 
waited at the traffic lights near the Railway Station, I heard the loud siren, 
which indicated to me that a fire brigade truck or ambulance was 
approaching from my left, coming past the bus and rail station.  What 
appeared, after a few seconds was a lone Gárda on a motorcycle, leading a 
bus with ‘Roses’ in big print.  As they headed past me, I thought of the 
ladies, whose photographs and ‘biographies’ I had looked at the night 
before in the Kerryman newspaper.  I don’t think I had done that for a good 
number of years.  As I took note of what they said about themselves, I 
recalled those interviews with the late Gay Byrne, where many of the 
entrants from the USA and Australia had majored in all sorts of subjects 
in college, whereas the Irish entrants did not talk that language.   
As I looked at some of the achievement of some of the Irish contestants on 
Thursday night, I was struck by the part education has played in their lives.  
Jenny Byrne, Cork: I am a 3rd year PhD researcher at NUI Galway, 
researching employment opportunities for disabled women in Cambodia 
and Rwanda. 
Áine Morrison, Derry: I recently received a Postgraduate Diploma in 
Physician Associated Studies and a Bachelor’s Degree in Biomedical 
Science. 
Claire Connolly, Dublin: I began a PhD with the UCD Nutrition, Biomarkers 
and Health research group and Food for Health Ireland…..I got to spend a 
year, working with the U.S. Department of Agriculture in University 
California, Davis. 
Édaein O’Connell: There are a few other Irish contestants before one gets 
to the Kerry entrant.  How does she compare, in the educational field, with 
those I have mentioned above!  Judge for yourself! ‘I graduated from NUIG 
with a Bachelor’s degree in Civil Law and Higher Diploma in Business 
Studies.  Finally, I completed an MSc. in Digital Marketing from T.U. Dublin.’  
After doing all that, she says ‘I happened on a career in Freelance 
Journalism.’ 
How lucky they all are to have got such a good education!  One would hope 
that, irrespective of who is chosen as 2022 Rose, they will do well in life. 

(Fr. Denis O’Mahony) 

Talking to Joe 
As presenter of Rté Radio’s Liveline, Joe Duffy is the voice of understanding 

and empathy.  His own life has also been touched by tragedy and loss   
 John Scally Reality July/August 2022 

Social Conscience: As a confessor to the nation on his Liveline programme, 
Joe Duffy has carved out a unique niche for himself on the broadcasting 
landscape.  At times the programme requires a touch delicate enough to 
catch butterflies without damaging their wings, while, at other times, a 
more forceful approach is called for. The popular stereotype of RTÉ 
presenters is that they belong to the exclusive Dublin 4 set, but Joe Duffy is 
not of that ilk. “We were never well off,” he recalls.  “My father wasn’t 
always working and he had to go to England to get work for four or five 
years. I remember going up every Saturday evening to a public phone in 
the local butcher’s shop to wait for the call from my father.  I was born in 
1956.  By the time my days at national school were coming to an end the 
big question was could I possibly even think of going to secondary school. 
The fees were £25 a year. That sounds like nothing today, but it was a 
fortune to a family like ours back then.  Then the Minister for Education, 
Donogh O’Malley, abolished fees for secondary schools.  This meant that I 
could go on and do my Leaving Cert.  After his Leaving Cert, Joe worked for 
three years in advertising, before going to Trinity College.  The introduction 
to university life was a seminal experience for him. 
                                 I was struck by the inequality.  How come I was the only 
one – actually, I found out since – there were four of us - from Ballyfermot? 
The statistic which says it all is that if you are born in Mount Merrion you 
are 44 times more likely to get to Trinity than if you are from Ballyfermot. 
That inequality really hit me and motivated me to try and change things, 
and I got very involved in student politics.  After working for five years in 
social work, he was one of 15 people selected to train as a radio producer 
in RTÉ.  He never planned to be a presenter, but was led by the guiding 
hand of Gay Byrne down that avenue.  “I was terrified at first. I don’t have 
the voice for radio.  If I announced that Eamon deValera was dead on radio, 
even DeValera himself wouldn’t believe it!”  As host of Liveline, Joe is the 
conduit for a wide variety of human-interest stories. He recalls one story 
which took a huge emotional toll on him. “The ‘death by Suicide’ stories we 
covered were absolutely harrowing.  We’d done quite a few when a 
woman came on and told us that she was a widow and that, two years 
after her husband died,  
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her only child had committed suicide at the age of 22.  She went on to say 
that she’d love to speak to somebody in the same situation.  I told her that 
I had a woman on the previous day who lost two sons through death by 
suicide, but she said that was not the same situation because their mother 
had other children.  Then I told her that a woman had been on the previous 
day, whose son and husband had both died by suicide.  Again though, she 
had other children. I said, ‘I really hope there’s no one in the same 
situation as you in Ireland.’  Within half an hour we got a call from a 
woman in exactly the same situation, and we were able to put them in 
touch.  At times it’s difficult to believe the depth of pain that’s out there.”  
Touched By Tragedy: Joe’s specialty is applying balms to wounded spirits. 
He always come across as somebody with great sensitivity and empathy to 
people in emotional turmoil. Perhaps that is because tragedy has darkened 
his own door.  “My predominant memory, and at times preoccupation, is 
of the death of my brother Aidan on Thursday, August 29, 1991. He was 
killed at noon when the front of his company van collapsed, and he 
careered under the front of an oncoming truck in Maynooth.  I was 
presenting Liveline that day and I heard about the accident on the one 
o’clock news. I said to somebody, ‘That sounds like a horrific crash.’  After 
my programme was over, one of my colleagues, Noel Coughlan, told me 
that my brother had been killed in the accident.  I had to then break the 
news to my mother. My wife June came over and collected me.  I said to 
June, ‘Her life will never be the same again.’  That was the hardest thing I 
ever had to do.  How do you tell a mother that her youngest son has been 
killed? 

 “I remember Aidan being born just after the Angelus bell tolled on RTÉ. As 
Labhair Gaeilge Linn began on our TV, we could hear his first cries upstairs.  
He was ten years younger than me.  In a large family, I was at a good age to 
push his pram and ‘mind’ him.  His death for me is a wound that will never 
heal.  He was a good smart lad, but we had to physically drag him to school, 
kicking and screaming.  Myself and our next-door neighbour dreaded this 
early morning ritual; at that stage his physical protestations had become 
too much  my mother.  I only realised later that it wasn’t school he hated, 
but the fear of leaving my mother at home on her own.  Since he was 
killed, aged 25 years, I have visited many graves in France & Belgium for 
the First World War.  There are some ‘Duffys’, even some ‘A. Duffys’, and 
likewise at the Vietnam Memorial in Washington. War veterans sell dog 
tags – of course there was one with Aidan’s date of birth, 19.1.66.”  (Contd. 
on back page.)  

 
Joe trained as a social worker and worked as a family therapist and 
bereavement counsellor, he found it difficult initially to articulate the 
depth of his loss in public.  “I spoke about it on the television programme 
‘Would You Believe’? I found it cathartic.  Up to then, I would never raise 
the topic nor could bear to look at his photo.” 

 
Points to Ponder Intercom July/August 2022 

When I parked the minivan in the garage, last night, I had my other car 
parked as well.  I turned off the engine and opened the driver side door to 
get out.  It turned out that there was very little room.  I spent a few 
seconds trying to squeeze my body through and noticed that it was 
beginning to hurt, so I opened the sliding door at the back of the minivan 
and got out that way. I was quite proud of myself.  Let’s try to apply that 
to our personal lives our well.  We know quite well what Jesus wants of us.  
We have been taught time and again and know what it means to be good, 
but when faced with temptation and the choice between doing good and 
sin, how often do we actually have the courage and the strength to do 
what is right?  How often, when faced with problems in life, do we take the 
easy way out?  I am not saying that I should have tried to get out through 
the front door.  If I did, I would probably have ended up bruising myself 
and, probably, breaking the door of both the van and the car next to it but, 
if instead of getting out of a van, the challenge that I faced was to choose 
between good and evil, that is exactly what Jesus is telling us is required.  It 
is better to be broken, bruised, nailed, torn, blinded...than come out with 
every part of our body intact at the cost of having sinned.  Salvation is 
expensive. 

Sacred Heart Tamil Catholic Group 
Salvation  in the Bible does not mean confirming the present order: In the 
opening lines of St. Luke’s Gospel, we find Mary’s song, ‘The Magnificat’, 
which presents God’s saving action as the reversing of human structures.  
This idea is captured perfectly in Jesus’ pithy comment, ‘There are those 
now last, who will be first, and those now first, who will be last.’  We, also, 
have another strong teaching from Luke, that God’s concern for human 

beings is universal: the ingathering of the scattered people of Israel can 

also be understood as the coming to the Lord of people from all over the 
world, and they may well take priority over those, who imagine that they 
have a claim to be included.  (Reality Magazine, July/August 2022) 

 


