
The Presbytery, Abbeydorney (066 7135146; 087 6807197) 
abbeydorney@dioceseofkery.ie 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 14th August 2022. 
Dear Parishioner, 
                              Last Sunday afternoon, I travelled on the train to Heuston 
Station and then got a bus to Maynooth College.  There I would meet a 
number of priests – some known to me and others that I might have met 
but did not remember their names.  We were all there to attend the 
annual August gathering of  Intercession for Priests.  My first attendance 
was in August 1981.  The movement had started a few years earlier, when 
a small number of priests met in All Hallows College.  The gathering was 
not a typical retreat for priests, but not altogether different from that kind 
of gathering.  Those who started the movement believed that priests in 
Ireland, as well as well as elsewhere, sometimes felt alone and, sometimes, 
unappreciated.   In the 1970s in Ireland, the number of priests leaving the 
priesthood was beginning to cause concern to many people.  The founding 
group of ‘Intercession for Priests’ were of the view that it would be good if 
priests could come together and pray for their colleagues (intercede) who 
were going through difficult times. 
                                                            Because I went to Kenya in September of 
that year and only came home for a holiday in  the summer of 1984, I 
missed the gatherings of 1982 & 1983.  During the past week, when I saw 
the book that had been used from the start of the Intercession on a table 
near the entrance to the Refectory (Dining Room), in Maynooth, I checked 
to see was my name in the book in August 1984 and it was.  At that time, 
the gathering went on the four weeks of August and I calculated that more 
than 100 priests came over the course of the month – some for a few days, 
some for at least one full week and some, who might have come for a day 
or two each week.  The venue was changed from All Hallows College to 
Maynooth, when the former college premises became part of Dublin City 
University.  
                                                      Is Intercession for Priests somewhat like 
a monastic community, spending a lot of time together reciting the Divine 
Office and praying quietly for long periods?  I don’t think I would make that 
comparison but more time is given to reciting the Divine Office, morning 
and evening, than I would devote to it, when reciting it on my own.   I 
should say that prayer-time is not devoted only to needs of priests but 
takes in young and old in our communities at home and abroad.  (Fr. Denis 
O’Mahony) 

Breaking The Cycle Of Violence  
If I can dream of a better land.  

Where all my brothers walk hand in hand.  
Tell me why, oh why, oh why can’t my dream come true… 

 
The documentary ‘Young Plato’, an abridged version of which aired on RTÉ 
recently, opens with headmaster Kevin McArevey driving to school through 
the streets of Ardoyne in north Belfast.  As he passes rows upon rows of 
terraced redbrick houses, ‘IRA’ signs tacked to lampposts and murals 
depicting paramilitaries with guns, he sings along to ‘If I Can Dream’ by 
Elvis Presley.  It’s an appropriately dreamy and hope-filled song for the 
subject matter of the film.  Mr McArevey, we discover, is determined to 
change the fortunes of this inner-city Belfast community, plagued by urban 
decay, drugs, and the vestiges of sectarian aggression.  The charismatic 
headmaster of Holy Cross Boys Primary School is a philosophy enthusiast 
and engages its methods to encourage his students to think for themselves, 
solve problems, listen to other perspectives, and look at things in a 
different light.  
“I want a school full of children who are thinking about thinking,” he says. 
“What I’m trying to do is bring philosophy from this hall, kicking through 
those doors, through those big blue gates and booting your front door 
down, going into your living room.”    
 
Addressing the boys in one scene, he explains, “Philosophy is all about 
different thinking, and listening to others’ different thinking, and that could 
change your thinking.  So, don’t think ‘I’m always right.’ … Remember, it’s 
a caring philosophy.  Everyone’s opinion matters.”   Crucially, the theory is 
put into practice to help the students to solve problems.  Boys who are 
caught fighting, for example, are encouraged to discuss what has happened 
and to reflect in writing on a whiteboard featuring prompts such as “What 
is a friend?”; “What is respect?”; “How can we control anger?”; “Should you 
ever take your anger out on someone else?”  
The lessons are particularly meaningful in a neighbourhood that has seen 
its fair share of unrest and violence over the years.  The opening shots of 
small boys running and skipping through the rainbow-painted gates of Holy 
Cross School are interspersed with footage from the Troubles – armoured 
vehicles, police in riot gear, gangs throwing rocks.  In one heart-wrenching 
scene, a group of pupils watch footage from 2001 when crowds 
attempted to block  
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the route to Holy Cross Girls Primary School in Ardoyne.  Petrified parents 
and children are seen battling their way to school through the throngs as 
missiles are thrown at them.  The boys are visibly shocked but aware of 
the trauma.  One says, “My Mummy has really bad anxiety.  She says she 
was scared to go to school, but she had to.”  It’s hard to believe these 
scenes took place just 21 years ago, barely a generation away.  In 
particular, Mr McArevey encourages the children to discuss and reflect on 
the history of their part of Belfast, and on its present and future.  Their 
responses are articulate and thoughtful.  “It’s ridiculous that people are 
still fighting over Protestants and Catholics.  Why don’t they just make 
peace, they’re all part of one family,” says one boy. “I don’t agree,” 
interjects another. “[The fighting] still does go on, but it’s not as bad as 
years ago.” There are wise words from another child: “We all bleed red 
after all.”  
The introduction of philosophical concepts is part of a monumental effort 
in the school to break cycles of conflict and violence, and to equip the 
children with the skills to navigate life in Ardoyne, Belfast and Northern 
Ireland.  The mutual respect between teachers and pupils is evident.  Mr 
McArevey even offers them tools to explore these new ideas with their 
parents: “It’s time to think for yourself,” he tells his rapt young audience. 
“Challenge statements that you hear.  Everything all of your families went 
through, they don’t want to go through it again.  Violence breeds 
violence.  It never stops.  You boys have the power to stop it.”  
The film ends with a shot of a newly painted mural beside the school, 
depicting a pupil in the pose of Rodin’s ‘The Thinker’ under the words “To 
find yourself, think for yourself.”  This uplifting documentary provided 
welcome relief after a sickening incident came to light just days before the 
TV screening.  A video emerged of a group of young men in an Orange hall 
singing a song mocking Tyrone woman, Michaela McAreavey, who was 
murdered in her hotel room in Mauritius in 2001 while on honeymoon.  
The scene was a sad reminder of the bigotry that still exists in some 
quarters but, with people like Kevin McArevey working hard to break the 
cycle of violence, a new generation empowered to solve problems 
peacefully, and young people like those involved in cross-community work 
in Clonard  (Belfast) the future is bright.  Tríona O’Doherty, in Reality 
Magazine, July/August  2022. 
 
Children must be taught how to think, not what to think.  (Margaret Mead) 
 

Points to Ponder Intercom July/August 2022 
 
What are you passionate about? The environment, politics, your football 
team... Jesus was passionate about his mission.  He knew it would mean his 
death, but this seems to have made him show an even greater sense of 
urgency.  Am I a lukewarm follower of Jesus or do I somehow share his 
passion in spreading the Kingdom according to my possibilities?  Jesus 
cannot wait for the final reality of his mission to come alive – the fire of 
justice and right living.  He is under stress in awaiting his own suffering and 
crucifixion and, though his message is peace, it is such a hard won peace 
that it is more like division because he is fighting off the corruption of the 
world. He knows that the radical purity of his message will cause people to 
waiver and doubt and oppose his message.  He is like the prophet Micah, 
whom Luke quotes here, who, while seeing the divisions in families, puts 
his trust in God alone (Micah 7:6).  The Gospel is a call to conversion, to 
becoming ‘a new creation’ (2 Corinthians 5:17).  It means shedding the skin 
of a former way of living. Does my Christian faith make a real difference to 
the kind of person I am and to the kind of life I lead?   

The Irish Jesuits www.sacredspace.ie 

 
Seeing Your Life Through The Lens of  The Gospel John Byrne OSA 

 
1. The commitment of Jesus to his mission is shown in his desire to 

undergo the baptism that awaits him.  Have there been times when 
there was something you greatly hoped for, even though you knew 
there would be a baptism of fire along the way?  What was it like 
for you to undergo such a baptism of fire and then arrive at what 
you desired?  

2. Jesus recognised that the message he proclaimed would meet with 
a mixed reception.  This did not hold him back from proclaiming the 
Reign of God.  When have you seen this kind of courage in yourself, 
or in others?  

3. Jesus challenged those listening to him to commit themselves to 
discipleship, despite opposition from those close to them, even 
family members.  When have you found that being true to yourself 
and to your beliefs required such courage? What was it like for you 
when you were able to follow that courageous road?  
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