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3rd July, 2022.  14th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
Dear Parishioner, 
                              During this past week, you may have wondered  if I was on 
‘Cloud 9’, following the celebration  of my Golden Jubilee of ordination to 
the priesthood last weekend!  I can say that I didn’t have that feeling but I 
was relieved that everything had gone well and I was, naturally, very 
grateful to all who had made it possible.  Background preparation had gone 
on for some time and many people were involved in making the occasion 
possible.  It is often said that, while it may be a bit difficult to get 
involvement of people in a parish that means they have to perform in front 
of their own neighbours and friends, there is never a problem in getting 
people to do things in a quieter way.  That might be decorating a hall, 
bringing  cakes, scones and other nice things.  The baking side of things will 
normally be done by women and the men have their jobs as well.  I wish to  
express a sincere word of thanks to all who were involved in  making ‘my 
50th’ (not my birthday) a special occasion.  I will give a word of 
acknowledgement next week for contributions to the ‘Jubilee Fund’ and 
for gifts given to myself.   
I have put in a little piece from  Reality Magazine about the new leader of 
the Kiltegan Fathers (St. Patricks Missionary Society), a very historic 
happening.  I recall during my time in Kenya in the years 1981-1987, 
attending meetings where the desirability of making St. Patrick’s 
Missionary Society one, which would invite young men to join the Society, 
from the countries where Irish missionaries had been working since the 
foundation of the Society in  1932.  These were mainly African countries 
and Brazil in South America.  While the Kerry Diocesan priests in  Kenya 
played no part in deciding whether this major step should be taken, we 
were invited to attend meetings, where the question was being discussed.  
The task of deciding how the Society should be moving as the end of the 
20th century approached was an important one because it was becoming 
clear that vocations to the priesthood in Ireland – both the diocesan and 
missionary vocation – were decreasing with each year that passed.  Making 
a decision to take in African students would involve a lot of adjustments 
and would need continuous sources of income.  After a lot of discussion, 
prayer and discernment, the decision was made to go international.  Lots 
of good things have happened since then.  May all concerned be blessed.  
(Fr. Denis O’Mahony) 

Let’s Put Traveller Rights First 
The Exclusion Of Travellers From Irish Society Has Gone On For Too Long 

If Travellers were black, Ireland would be universally condemned as a 
racist, apartheid country.  Housing and employment exclusion are the most 
visible signs of apartheid.  Travellers often face opposition from the settled 
community at any attempt to provide them with housing or ‘Traveller-
specific’ accommodation.  Over 500 Traveller households are currently on 
unauthorised sites, which have no basic facilities, many on the side of busy 
roads, and are vulnerable to eviction.  A welcome development was the 
recent Supreme Court ruling to overturn a decision to evict a family from 
public land where they had been living for five years, citing article 40.5 of 
the Constitution on the “inviolability” of a dwelling and article 8 of the 
European Convention on Human Rights.  Other Travellers live in 
overcrowded halting sites in bad conditions.  The Ombudsman for Children 
published a damning report on the conditions on a halting site in Cork, 
describing it as filthy, overcrowded, rat-infested, and unsafe, with poor 
sanitation and waste management, and in violation of the rights of 
Traveller children.  He has referred his report to the UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child.  Other Traveller sites, because they are designated as 
‘temporary’, are not properly maintained and are in an equally bad 
condition.  Over 500 individual Travellers are homeless, 11 times the rate 
for the general population.  Governments have come to rely on the private 
rented sector to provide accommodation for homeless or low-income 
households, but Travellers seeking accommodation in the private rented 
sector are 22 times more likely to be discriminated against by landlords.  
Travellers also face discrimination in relation to employment; 85 per cent 
of Travellers are unemployed.  Many blame Travellers themselves for being 
unemployed, rather than the underlying racism which is largely 
responsible.  While many Travellers give up seeking employment, the 
reason is that constant rejection is demoralising and undermines a person’s 
self-worth.  The walls Travellers have to climb to get a job are often 
insurmountable.  
The needs of Traveller children are failed by the educational system.  Some 
55 per cent leave school with no qualification, compared with 13 per cent 
in the general population.  Just 1 per cent have a third-level degree, 
compared  
to over 25 per cent in the general population.  Many Traveller children do 
not feel included, wanted or safe in school, and sometimes their parents, 
who may have had dreadful experiences themselves in school, worry about  
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them while in school.  In a recent book (Unseen Homelessness in the 
Traveller Community – Pavee Point), one author describes very movingly 
the experience of a young child, oblivious to the fact that he is a Traveller, 
slowly coming to the realisation that he is being treated differently from 
other children and feeling unwanted.  He comes to realise that other 
children have been told by their mothers not to play with him, and to 
wonder why he has to live on the edge of a motorway with no running 
water or toilets.  The life expectancy for Traveller men is 15 years less than 
for the general population and over 12 years less for women.  The suicide 
rate is seven times higher than for the general population.  Their 
experience of exclusion is certainly a major cause.  We can inflict violence 
on others by our inaction, as much as by our actions.  The failure of Irish 
society to address the exclusion faced by Travellers is a societal violence 
perpetrated against them.  Their exclusion is a stain on the soul of this 
country.  
For Travellers to participate in society equally with others, many of us need 
a change of mind and heart.  Changing minds and hearts is what religion is 
about.  The Churches have a major role here.  I would love to see every 
bishop put Traveller rights at the top of their social justice agenda, and 
make a commitment that they will do everything to ensure that in 12 
months’ time, there would be no Travellers living on the side of the road or 
in “temporary” halting sites.  That means actively lobbying their local 
authorities, and challenging those who want to keep Travellers apart, and 
accepting the opprobrium and abuse which will come their way but that is 
surely the Christian way.  For Christians, the equal dignity of every human 
being is a fundamental core belief and reaching out to the ‘other’ is a basic 
commandment. (Fr. Peter McVerry Reality July/August 2022) 

 
Kiltegan Fathers Elect First African Leader:  St. Patrick’s Missionary Society, 
widely known as the Kiltegan Fathers, has elected an African leader for the 
first time in  the society’s 90 year history.  Fr. Richard Filima, was 
announced as the new leader, to succeed Fr. Victor Dunne.  The 43-year-
old is from Bodo, River State in Nigeria.  He joined St. Patrick’s Missionary 
Society in 1997 and was ordained a priest on 26th January 2008.  (Reality 
Magazine, July/August 2022)  This piece is only part of the account of the 
election of the new leader.  I wanted to mention that Fr. Seán Cremin, from 
Knocknagree, Co. Cork is the deputy leader.  He was ordained in 1997, 
when I was leaving Knocknagree to return to Kenya.  (D. O’M.)   

 

Seeing your Life through the Lens of the Gospel  John Byrne OSA 
1.  Jesus sent out his disciples on a mission to let people know ‘The 
kingdom of God has come near to you.’ Recall when you have reached out 
to another in word or in deed to help them realize that they were 
cherished, perhaps by a word of sympathy or encouragement, or by giving 
a hand with a difficult task. What was it like for you to experience yourself 
as a person bringing help and encouragement to another? 
 
2.  Recent events (Covid pandemic, the war in Ukraine, and poverty and 
famine in some countries) have created situations of dire need for some. 
These crises have also brought out great generosity as people reached out 
in caring for the sick and refugees and contributing money when they 
could. Perhaps there are individuals or groups that have particularly. 
inspired you. Remember them and ask God’s blessing on them. 
 
3.  Jesus sent the disciples out two by two. When have you found it 
beneficial not to be working alone, but with another by your side? How did 
companionship change the experience? What you were able to achieve 
together that you could not have done on your own? 
 
4.  When the disciples returned Jesus warned them not to focus on the 
thrill of what they had been able to achieve. It was more important that 
their ‘names are written in heaven’. Sometimes we also need reminders 
that who we are is more important than what we do. Who have been the 
people who brought this home to you? Have there been experiences that 
helped you to appreciate this? 
 

Reflections from Reality Magazine, July/August 2022. 
I ‘d say to someone, who is standing there in a room and they feel like 
there are no windows, no doors and it’s all black………….to take their time 
and a door will open.  Someone will be at that door. (Donal Walsh) 
 
Rest is not idleness and to lie sometimes on the grass under trees on a 
summer’s day, listening to the murmur of the water, or watching the 
clouds float across the sky, is by no means  a waste of time. (John 
Lubbock) 
I have no idea who John Lubbock was but I am happy to have known Donal 
Walsh from Tralee, the young student who made a wonderful impression 
on those who heard him speaking, before he died from cancer. (D. O’M.)  


