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24th July 2022, 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
Dear Parishioner, 
                               I think many older people in our parish, and in other 
parishes around our diocese, will remember a time when at Sunday Mass, 
the Parish Priest made some mention of money.  Usually, his topic was that 
the money being contributed in the ‘Offertory Collection’ was not as much 
as he felt it should.  There might be a mention of the ‘Dues for the priest 
(s)’ as well and, of course, if there was any renovation work being done on 
a church or that needed to be done, there was a tone of urgency in what 
the priest said.  During my time in Sneem Parish (1972-1976) a man in the 
parish, who liked to be a little provocative, said to me, ‘Father, the people 
are talking about ye!’  He did not indicate immediately what they were 
saying but, after a nudge, he said, ‘They’re saying, ‘Ye are not asking for 
any money.’   He was referring to the fact that the new P.P., unlike the 
man he had replaced made no mention of money for at least six months 
after being appointed and, naturally people were a bit puzzled and, 
possibly, expecting that, one day, there might be mention of the need for 
increased payments.  
Even though you may not be able to recall who Fr. Brendan Hoban is, you 
may recall seeing his name in ‘Dear Parishioner’.  He is a priest in the 
diocese of Killala, in the west of Ireland, ordained the year after me.  He is, 
probably, the best known ‘Writing Priest’ in the country – a writer of 
magazine articles and books on religious topics, as well as being the author 
of at least three fairly lengthy volumes of history about his diocese and 
famous church personalities.  His weekly article in the ‘Western People’ 
newspaper sometimes gets a mention in the national newspapers.  The 
heading of an article a few weeks ago was ‘Many parishes face dire 
financial emergency.’ You can read the article inside.  Parishioners will 
know, from the annual parish financial reports, that the financial situation 
of our Parish is not a cause for concern (The same is true for Priest 
Income!)  Describing a situation of many parishes, Fr. Hoban says, ‘Now, 
we are in a different space – less income, same need.  Quite suddenly, a 
much smaller cohort of parishioners are being left to bear the brunt of the 
cost of sustaining parish services and the evidence is that they are 
becoming less tolerant of effectively subsidising their shameless neighbours 
– who expect all the services but contribute nothing to paying for them.’   
(Fr. Denis  O’Mahony) 

Many parishes face dire financial emergency 
(Fr. Brendan Hoban - Western People 11.6.2022) 

Some years ago, a Catholic prelate proclaimed, ‘The Church can’t be run on 
Hail Marys’.  It was a frustrated response to the idealism – or as he saw it, 
the naivety – of his colleagues in regard to money.  While I never had much 
time for the individual involved – a toxic mix of American brashness and 
Vatican arrogance – I have to admit the man had a point.  Suddenly, it 
would seem, the wisdom of his words mark the dawn of a new and 
startling awareness, almost a new epiphany.  Many of the parishes of the 
Catholic world are now in danger of running out of money.  The problem, in 
simple terms, is this.  As parishes get their money from collections, and 
dioceses get their money from parishes, and the worldwide church is 
funded by dioceses, the knock-on upward effect is that dwindling 
congregations and their resultant dwindling contributions are beginning 
to have an impact.  So far, generally among the list of the problems the 
Catholic Church is facing are the following: the abuse scandals and the fall-
out from them; the virtual disappearance of vocations to the priesthood 
and the religious life in the developed world; the resistance to the reforms 
of the Second Vatican Council; the disconnect between significant Catholic 
teachings and their ‘reception’ by the people; the ever-declining 
congregations, with women now leaving in greater numbers; and some 
obvious others, but so far, no one has mentioned the elephant in the 
living room – money! 

Part of the problem is that it seems almost profane, possibly even 
blasphemous if not downright embarrassing, to bring up this subject when 
we have other more credible issues to worry about,  or maybe, it’s that if 
we could sort out some of the other issues, the money issue might sort 
itself.  Be that as it may, sooner or later, we’ve got to give some attention 
to this awkward elephant sitting in the corner of the living room for a few 
years now.  While congregations (and collections) have been declining for 
some years, this particular crisis was ushered in by the COVID outbreak and 
its legacy.  The pandemic necessitated the closure of churches for long 
periods with an accompanying lack of collections.  Some parishioners went 
out of their way to continue contributing (and some very generously) but 
on the basis of ‘out of sight, out of mind’ most others let their subscriptions 
lapse.  The legacy of the pandemic is that many of the elderly, often the 
most generous of parishioners, no longer attend church and more 
generally a significant cohort of pre-COVID attendees no longer come.  The  



cumulative effect is that for the last few years only a percentage of the 
usual contributions arrived in parish accounts.  Some parishes, in the 
middle of expensive projects (like major church refurbishments), are left 
with huge debts and very little incoming finance to meet them.   In a 
strange way, while parishes depend completely on the goodwill and 
generosity of parishioners, and while a significant percentage of 
parishioners – of both attendees and non-attendees at church – generally 
contributed little or nothing to the upkeep of parishes, enough 
parishioners contributed enough to keep most parishes in reasonably 
robust health, to such a degree that, up to now, there was no real worry 
about parishes not ‘making ends meet’. 
Now we are in a different space – less income, same need.  Quite 
suddenly, a much smaller cohort of parishioners are being left to bear the 
brunt of the cost of sustaining parish services and the evidence is that they 
are becoming less and less tolerant of effectively subsidising their 
shameless neighbours – who expect all the services but contribute nothing 
to paying for them.  So what do we do?  Clearly, the finance committees of 
Parish Councils will need to have a root and branch investigation of 
income and expenditure to estimate the annual parish budget, where it 
might be trimmed and crucially by how much it’s missing the target and 
what can be done about it.  Usually, parishes are run on a shoe-string 
budget and there are not many areas that allow for cut-backs. Parish 
buildings have to be maintained, insured and heated, salaries of parish 
personnel have to be met – usually in rural parishes, this means just the 
priest or priests and in some instances a parish secretary.  While generally 
the income of lay parish employees has remained at pre-COVID levels, 
incomes of priests have been cut by anything up to 25%, but, while cut-
backs in most parishes won’t be easy to come by, trying to increase the 
annual income will be an even trickier business.  Among the challenges will 
be trying to get those who no longer come to church to make a 
contribution. This will be difficult with the only comeback introducing an 
enhanced set of parish charges for funerals, weddings, baptisms, etc. on 
the basis that those who don’t contribute to the provision of services can 
hardly expect those who do to pay for them.  While this strategy makes 
sense, it creates a two-tier division of parish membership: those who 
return their envelopes (or paid up members of the parish) and those who 
don’t.   Among the latter category are those who simply refuse to pay and 
those, not able to pay, so the challenge is to be able to distinguish between 

the two.  Whatever emerges to sort out the dire financial emergency that 
now faces many parishes, it will not be easy.   

Points to Ponder Intercom July/August 2022 
World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly 

Sometimes we miss what is hidden in plain sight.  Today’s Gospel is not just 
about prayer, it amounts to a call to arms.  It begins with the disciples asking 
Jesus how to pray.  Immediately Jesus pivots them to a radical message by 
praying not to ‘My’ or ‘Your’ Father but to ‘Our’ Father.  In this way the 
centrality of the community in the Christian life is powerfully highlighted. Later 
on, Jesus escalates the social message by asking us to make God’s Kingdom 
come ‘on earth as it is in heaven’.  This is an important correction to the those 
who believe in a ‘suck up your suffering’ philosophy.  Of course, there are 
certain sufferings like illness or bereavement that we may not be able to 
avoid.  However, there is also unnecessary suffering that we could and should 
avoid, like dehumanising poverty.  Jesus understood that the Kingdom of God 
which he was inaugurating was coming into this world.  It was not a spiritual or 
other-worldly kingdom.  It was in this world, but not of this world –The 
kingdoms of this world were kingdoms of greed, inequality, where abuse of 
power was the norm, kingdoms which came into existence through violence, 
and were maintained by violence.  The Kingdom of God was a Kingdom of non-
violence, equality, caring and sharing, reaching out to the unwanted, where 
power was given to serve, not oppress.  This new Community was a Kingdom 
over which God, in the person of Jesus, reigns. The Kingdom of God was to be 
in this world, a light for all to see, a community which lives together in 
solidarity and equality.  (John Scally)  
 

Seeing Your Life Through The Lens of  The Gospel.   John Byrne OSA 
1.In the prayer Jesus gave us as a model, the focus is not on getting God to do 
what we want, but on trying to be open to what God wants: ‘Your kingdom 
come’. That openness implies a trust that what God wants for us is our good. 
When have you found that it was good for you to take life as it comes, trusting 
that the Spirit was with you no matter what happened?  
2.It can be helpful at times to pray the Lord’s Prayer with one eye on what you 
see lies ahead for you in the day.  Spend a moment thinking of what you have 
to do and then take each phrase of the Lord’s Prayer and see how that 
speaks to your agenda.  
3.One of the points in the parable of the friend knocking at the door, is that in 
the case of true friendship it will not be necessary to browbeat the friend into 
giving what you seek. Recall times when you had a friend who gave willingly. 
What was it like to have such a generous and willing response?  



 


