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Outline for Workshop

Part 1 – Normal practice during summer – input from participants?

Part 2 – Possible suggestions for good musical liturgical practice for 
summer months.

Part 3 – Tips for the Cantor

Part 4 – Music Suggestions for Sundays of Summer



Part 1 – Normal Practice in Parishes

• The purpose of Part 1 is to look at what most parish musicians do for 
the summer break?

During the summer months, the ministry of music needs to continue –
‘people in our parishes go to Mass;’ ‘visitors come to our parish and go to 

Mass!’ 



• The ministers of music are many: psalmist, cantor, organist, members 
of the choir, and other instrumentalists each play their part to maintain 
in assisting the assembly’s full participation.

• What is important to remember is that, during the summer months, all 
the ministers need not be present at any one time - and yet the presence 
of music can be maintained. 

• During the summer months the role of the cantor can be exercised to 
the full.  

Part 2: Possible Suggestions



• The cantor then will lead the assembly singing the Eucharistic Prayer 
Acclamations – Sanctus, Memorial Acclamation, Amen, from Sing the 
Mass. 

• The cantor could go to the ambo to lead and encourage the assembly into 
the proclamation of the Word of God in the Psalm by introducing the 
Psalm responses and the Gospel Acclamation.



• During these months the cantor can lead the assembly with well know
songs of praise. All of these can be done with or without the
accompaniment of the organist or other instrumentalists.

• If the organist is present, s/he can take the opportunity to play a more
elaborate piece of music at the end of Mass instead of a recessional song,
therefore adding variety to the Sunday celebration.

• When other instrumentalists are present they, too, can take the lead at
this time with an appropriate piece of music.



Part 3 – Tips for the Cantor

• Approach the ambo before Mass, say ‘Good morning and welcome to 
this mornings celebration of the Eucharist,’ introduce yourself briefly 
and say that your going to introduce a few of the musical pieces for 
today’s celebration.

• Make sure the music you introduce is congregational – all familiar

• You don’t need to introduce everything – maybe just the opening hymn, 
psalm and a few of the Mass parts, maybe introduce something different 
the following week etc.

• Maybe prepare a summer hymn sheet and use the same few opening 
hymns for the summer.



Part 4: Possible Repertoire for Summer

• The process of picking hymns can seem daunting at times?

• The best way to go is start with the Gospel Message.

Lets take the eight weeks of Summer – Cycle C

❖3rd July - Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The theme for this Sunday is ‘Make Peace’

➢Make me a channel of your peace



❖10th July - Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The theme of this Sunday is the ‘God’s Word is near you’ and the gospel 
is ‘The Good Samaritan.’  

➢A New Commandment

➢Ubi Caritas

➢May the Word be a Lamp for our Feet

❖17th July - Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The theme for this Sunday is ‘God in the midst’ and the Gospel of ‘Martha 
and Mary’ Giving time to God, listening to God.

➢Be Still, my soul

➢Be still for the presence

➢Christ be beside me



❖24th July - Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The theme for this Sunday is ‘Never stop asking’/ ‘Seek and you shall find.’ 

➢Seek Ye First

➢In Christ Alone

➢O Lord hear our Prayer (Taizé)

❖31st July - Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The theme for this Sunday is ‘Rich Before God’

➢My God accept my heart this day



7th August – Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The theme for this Sunday is ‘The Virtuous Saved.’

➢Colours of Day

➢Guide me, O thou great Redeemer

➢The Lord is my Light

14th August – Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The theme for this Sunday is ‘Setting the Word on Fire’

➢Colours of Day

➢Jesus Remember Me

➢The Lord is My Light

➢May the Word be a Lamp for our Feet

15th August – The Assumption of The Blessed Virgin Mary

The theme today is Mary’s Assumption into Heaven

➢Marian Hymns



• 21st August – The Twentieth First Sunday in Ordinary Time

The theme for this Sunday is ‘No East or West’ – ‘All will come to the Kingdom of 
the Lord.’

➢I, the Lord of Sea and Sky

➢In Christ there is no East or West

➢All Over the World

• 28th August – The Twentieth Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

The theme for this Sunday is the ‘The Heavenly Jerusalem for the humble.’

➢Come to me, come my People

➢Here in this Place

➢Jerusalem, the kingdom



Possible Psalm Resources 

• Sing a New Psalm by Patrick Killeen





Resources for Hymns



Catholic Hymns Old and New



Irish Church Music 

Association Summer 

School 2022

Thursday, 14th and Friday, 

15th of July 2022

St. Patrick’s College, 

Maynooth



Thank-You

Enjoy the summer!


