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 Dear Parishioner, 
                               I was more than a bit surprised, when a priest friend sent 
me an article with the heading ‘100 Buildings: St. Bernard’s church – 
Kerry’s modernist miracle.’  The author of the article is Emma Gilleece, 
architectural historian.   When I checked the RTE website, I didn’t find the 
list of the 100 buildings (That doesn’t mean it is not there!) but I did find 
that Abbeydorney church was not the only one included.  There is a church 
in Donegal, designed by architect Liam McCormick, who was also the 
architect for Fossa church that many people may have seen.  The word 
‘modernist’ is used with reference to many of the buildings included in the 
100.  When I checked to see could I get a simple description of modernist 
architecture, I got the following: ‘Modernist architecture is a style of 
building that emphasises function and a streamlined form over 
ornamentation.  It usually involves sharp clean lines.’  Parishioners, who 
have a clear memory of Abbeydorney church, before the major renovation 
was done 20 years ago, will remember a much different building to the one 
we now have. 
Celebrating her 90th in her parish of birth.  Eileen, daughter of John and 
Ellen Sheehan, Boheroe, Abbeydorney, 7th in the family of 8 brothers  and 
three sisters, was born on 25th April 1932.  After working in Michael 
Jeremiah O’Sullivan’s, General Merchants, in Tralee, she moved to Canada 
in 1951, where she worked in accounting in the Medical Clinic in Trail, 
British Columbia.  Having returned to Ireland, for a holiday, in 1957, she 
decided to move to England to train to be a nurse and after finishing her 
training (RMN & SRN), she worked in a number of hospitals in the London 
area.  In September 1972, she married Reg Fenemore, and the couple 
settled in Ford, Aylesbury, where Eileen nursed in St. John’s Hospital for 22 
years.  After her retirement, she was involved in a variety of activities, with 
an interest in golf, horse-racing, politics, the Royal Family and more.  Eileen 
has contact with all of her extended family – in Ireland, U.K. and New 
Zealand.  She enjoys watching the Sunday morning Mass, livestreamed 
from Abbeydorney.  The Sheehan family are honoured to have Eileen 
come home to Kerry to celebrate her 90th birthday, with her brother Donal, 
niece Louise and the many nieces and nephews and their families in 
Ireland.  (Fr. D. O’Mahony) 

University Chaplaincy (Intercom May 2022) 
Intercom has profiled a number of chaplaincies in recent issues.  On this 

occasion we asked Fr. Brendan Ludlow, Chaplain, St. Stephen’s 
Chaplaincy UCD to invite reflections from students themselves regarding 
the impact that chaplaincy has on their experience of university.  What 

follows is in their own words. 
 
Peter Grenham (3rd year Philosophy, Politics and International Relations) 
I have been a student in UCD now for three years.  It took me a while to get 
acquainted with all the college staff and resources on offer in the university 
for the first couple of months of first year.   However, one place struck me 
instantly with its hospitality, care, compassion and desire to know and help 
me in any way they could.  That place was the UCD Chaplaincy.  I became 
involved with the work of the Chaplaincy through the work of UCD 
Newman Society who run many talks, fellowship and dinners from the 
Chaplaincy facilities alongside the amazing chaplains and missionaries on 
campus in UCD.  From this involvement with the Newman Society, I got to 
know the two chaplains, Fr. Éamonn and Fr. Brendan, on a much more 
personal level.  They really took an interest in my daily life from prayer, 
to college work and my mental health and emotional state.   It was really 
refreshing and not something that I had been made aware of before I went 
to UCD but it certainly is something that I urge all students to avail of.  Visit 
the chaplains when you can; they only want the best for you and will 
genuinely help and take an interest in everything you do and also give solid 
and sound advice for any query, challenge or anything in between. 
Not only have the chaplains been a great help to my overall college 
experience in terms of support, compassion and care but also the facilities 
the Chaplaincy offers.  The Chapel/Reflection Room allows a quiet time for 
prayer, mediation or reflection away from all the bustling noise of everyday 
college and is open from 9.00 a.m. to 9.00 p.m. which means there is no 
reason to not be able to get a bit of time of peace and quiet throughout 
the busy day and week of college trimesters.   Additionally, the Chaplaincy 
offers and array of books from theology to philosophy, sciences to social  
sciences and pretty much everything in between.  The library which is fully 
stocked and inviting to the eye and mind is perfect for those who want 
some light reading to break up the college textbook cycle – or even more 
challenging reads may be desired to further stimulate the imagination  and 
foster learning and growth.  Furthermore, one of the most astounding 
parts of the Chaplaincy is the main room which is attached to a beautiful 
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well-maintained garden that is tempting to stroll on a sunny Spring day.   
Attached to the main room which is open plan, vast and bright, is a fully 
stocked kitchen with all the essentials to help you have a cooked lunch, 
reheat last night’s dinner and even make yourself some tea and coffee to 
keep you awake and stirring for a long day of college work and 
assignments.  The Chaplaincy not only has amazing events running out of it, 
from interfaith discussions to college societies, but also allows for good 
conversations with the Chaplains themselves.  It’s a place of welcome, care 
and joy.  A place where friends can meet, have lunch and play board games 
to break up the monotonous college day.   A place to get away from all the 
noise and focus on yourself with prayer.  A place of support, a genuine 
place to build friendships and grow in virtue. 

 
Alanna Bradley (Alumnus and Focus Missionary at UCD) 

Having grown up in a Catholic family and received my sacraments in 
primary school, I was also blessed to have experienced a good faith 
community among people my own age in my home parish because of a 
youth group that was set up when I was in the latter part of secondary 
school.  When I was preparing to start my degree in UCD in 2017, I knew I 
needed a good community to support me in my faith in college because I 
saw how having that had benefitted me during secondary school.  I found 
that community in the chaplaincy in UCD through the Newman Catholic 
Society and also the Focus missionaries who were working alongside the 
chaplains and leading small Bible studies.   From the moment I set foot 
inside St. Stephen’s I felt so welcomed, and really included.   I experienced 
this throughout my time as a student in UCD, and when the opportunity 
came for me to be a Focus missionary in UCD after I graduated, I felt so 
blessed to be able to invite others into what I had received from the 
chaplaincy: a true faith community, that was loving and welcoming, and 
also provides me with opportunities to grow in my faith and my 
relationship with God, and being able to share with others what God has 
done for me in my life.  More than that, now I am able to invite those who 
I meet on campus, some of whom have little to no faith background, into 
an experience of community and fellowship that is so necessary for the 
nurturing of faith and a relationship with God, which is what we are made 
for! In a place as big as UCD, it’s easy for feel lost and unknown, but in my 
experience of the chaplaincy, everyone who comes to a Newman Society or 
chaplaincy event experiences being known, loved and cared for in a way 
they don’t experience  anywhere else. 

 
Seeing your Life through the Lens of the Gospel   John Byrne OSA 

1. Jesus seeks to reassure his followers in the face of his imminent 
death. Although he will be leaving them he promises them the gift 
of the Spirit. How have you been aware of 
God in your life? 

2. Remember times of separation from a loved one, through change of 
residence or other circumstances. How has the love between you 
been a support after the separation? 

3. To his followers Jesus promises ‘we will come and make our home 
with them’. Our God is not a distant God but one who lives in us. 
What has helped you to be aware of the closeness of God to you? 

4. ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid’. When you have been 
anxious, who have been the Jesus people for you who were able to 
calm your anxiety. How did they do this? For whom have you been 
one who calmed anxiety?    (Intercom May 2022) 

 
Points to Ponder Intercom May 2022) 

God lives in our hearts. The Father, the son and the Holy Spirit are active 
within us. It is an amazing thought to savour. The effect of God’s presence 
is peace.  The peace in our hearts spreads peace to our communities and is 
the foundation of peace in the world.  Jesus gently tries to prepare the 
disciples for the day when he will no longer be present to them in bodily 
form. Unlike us, who know the story, they did not know what was coming 
next, so they are confused. God helps us to grow even in times of 
confusion. Jesus is inviting his followers not to cling to his physical 
presence, but to be open to a deeper way of being in relationship with 
Him. 
 
 Often we find it hard to let go, and to embrace the new.  But in clinging to 
the past, we are in danger of letting the present become dead to us.  These 
words are part of Jesus’ great farewell discourse at the Last Supper. The 
following day will see the immense outpouring of his love on the Cross, a 
love which remains the same, yesterday, today and forever. This 
unconditional love calls for an unconditional ‘Yes’. Lord, help me to 
overcome my guilt, my shame, and my fear. Help me throw open wide the 
doors to my inmost heart so that my transcendent God can make his home 
there. www.sacredspace.ie Prayer with the Irish Jesuits 
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