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2nd Sunday of Easter, 24th April 2022 (Divine Mercy Sunday). 
 ]Dear Parishioner, 
                               You will, possibly, recall reading in ‘Dear Parishioner’ at 
some time that things that I read in newspapers and magazines, hear on 
the radio and see on TV, touch me in a particular way, make me curious to 
find out more, make me a bit sad and almost depressed!  You may have 
seen or heard a recent report about the huge salary increases being given 
to chief executives of Ireland’s top-listed company  
es.  One newspaper gave the following report: ‘Building materials giant 
CRH’s chief executive, Albert Manifold, received a total pay package of 
€13.9 million last year.  That was up 24% on 2020 and sets a new record for 
a head of a Dublin-listed company.  The increase was driven by a share 
bonus payment, tied to an awards policy set up three years ago……Mr. 
Manifold’s’ remuneration was 289 times the median €48,200 pay last year 
of CRH’s UK employees, who account for 13% of the company’s total 
workforce.  The ratio was up from 207 times in 2019!’  
 
News from Kenya: In the past few days, heavy rain has fallen in some parts 
of Turkana Desert but, here in Lodwar, we only got a very slight amount of 
rain.  We hope that the heavier rain will come our way in the near future.  
Today, the death was announced of our third President in Kenya, Mwai 
Kibaki at the age of 90.  He will be remembered for the development that 
took in our country during his years as president – like construction of 
roads and making primary education more accessible to poorer families.   

(Sr. Hannah Ngugi, Lodwar Town, 22nd April 2022) 
 
Queues: We are  not directly affected by the war in Ukraine but we are 
having a fuel crisis.  It has gone on for the most part of a month now.  Fuel 
rationing is taking place and the worst affected areas are those, which are 
remote, and there prices have doubled.  Even here in Kericho Town, there 
are long queues of cars and, after being in the queue for a few hours, the 
word comes that the supply has run out.  Two weeks ago, the Government 
assured us that everything would be fine but that has not happened.  
New School year: As you know, the school year in Kenya usually begins in 
January but, due to the upset caused by Covid, the 2022 school year will be 
shorter than in other years.  It should be back to normal in 2023 

(Fr. Ibrahim Nyangate, Kericho Town, 20th April 2022.) 

A Prison Without Bars 
For Many Prisoners, Their Exclusion From Society Begins Long Before 

They Go To Prison 
 
John served a five-year sentence for a sexual offence.  In prison, he did all 
the therapy courses available to him.  On release, he got his own 
apartment, began a degree course in university and got a part-time job 
delivering pizzas to help pay for it.  However, a tabloid newspaper tracked 
him down, printed a two-page article, complete with photographs of him 
leaving his apartment, delivering pizzas and attending college.  He had to 
give up his apartment, the pizza company let him go, and he was too 
embarrassed to return to college. Prison is a form of social exclusion, 
separated from the rest of society, but for many, like John, their exclusion 
is not just for the duration of their sentence, but for life.  A person, who 
has been in jail, faces huge barriers to employment and accommodation.  
Society does not allow their crime to be forgotten.  Their imprisonment is a 
community-sanctioned rejection of them and becomes a permanent, 
socially acceptable, devaluation of them as  human beings.  For many, that 
exclusion from society began long before they went to prison. The majority 
of prisoners are born into deprived neighbourhoods, characterised by 
poverty, chronic unemployment, drug abuse, family disruption, poor and 
overcrowded housing, and severely curtailed opportunities for social and 
economic advancement. Sadly, most prisoners are resigned to the fact 
that, on release, they will return to the same deprived circumstance of 
poverty, unemployment and homelessness.  As many say, “being out of 
prison is the same as being in prison, except there are no bars.” 

 
Ironically, prison for some may be the first period of stability and routine in 
their entire life, which permits access to education or training.  Prison could 
be a time when the chances, that were never offered when they were most 
needed, are provided but the opportunities within prison are very limited. 
Most people in prison want to do more for themselves but the sense of 
exile that they feel, and their sense of hopelessness at what awaits them 
on release, may undermine even the few rehabilitative efforts the prison 
may offer.  There is real public fear of being a victim of crime, and it is 
matched by outrage at those who visit that fate on other people.  Many 
today strive not just for economic security but for prosperity. Our culture 
persuades us that we deserve whatever gains we have achieved but 
conversely, it tries 



  
to persuade us that others also deserve their failures and, if they happen 
to be law breakers, there is precious little room for sympathy to their 
plight. The experience of many prisoners leads them to believe that society 
doesn’t care. “If society doesn’t care about me, why should I care about 
society?” may be the unexpressed resentment of the prisoner.  Indeed, it 
is not lost on prisoners from deprived backgrounds that prison is the only 
public service available to them for which there is no waiting list!  
Every prisoner has dreams, desires and hopes like the rest of us, but the 
opportunities to pursue those dreams are limited or non-existent.  Many 
people get involved in crime in order to fulfil those desires which they 
cannot fulfil in other ways.  Crime appears to open doors that are 
otherwise locked, but for the vast majority of prisoners, the underlying 
reason for their crime is never addressed.  Was it drugs, desire for money, 
anger, the ending of pain or sheer desperation?  If the reasons are not 
addressed, they remain a problem, both for the prisoner and society, no 
matter how long the sentence served.  The criminal justice system is not 
designed to address that problem. It seeks only to answer three 
questions: What law was broken? Who broke it? What is the appropriate 
punishment?  
Every prisoner has enormous potential.  A person is not defined by their 
crime. Prison officers and chaplains have the responsibility to remind 
prisoners that their crime does not take away their humanity, and many 
do. We all come to learn who we are through the love and care of others. 
It is this belief that we are of value that brings the possibility of 
transformation. If prisoners do not experience that while in prison, how 
can we expect them to change? (Fr. Peter McVerry Reality April 2022) 

 
Having just read Fr. Peter McVerry’s article, did you feel any desire to read 
it again!  I, certainly, felt I had to read it a second time.  As I often do, I 
highlighted some phrases and sentences, because they seemed to merit 
another look.  Imagine that John, the one released from prison, was your 
brother, son etc.  Would you feel angry, like me, that the tabloid 
newspaper tracked him down, printed the article  and photographs of him, 
that led to his being sacked from his job and resulted in a situation, where 
he was too embarrassed to continue his university course!  What a pity 
that many of those, who try to change for the better, are stopped from 
doing so!  Did the journalist and editor of that paper have any regret? (Fr. 
Denis O’Mahony) 

Seeing your Life through the Lens of the Gospel  John Byrne OSA 
 

1. ‘Peace be with you’ was the greeting of Jesus on meeting his 
frightened apostles. Who has come to you bringing peace at times 
when you were afraid? To whom have you been able to bring 
peace? 

2.  Thomas, doubting and questioning, is possibly a person with whom 
we can identify.  What positive part have doubting and 
questioning played in your life? How have such moments helped 
you to know that your life is worthwhile? How have questions and 
doubts strengthened your faith? 

3.  Note the way that Jesus dealt with Thomas. He did not give out 
because he doubted.  He accepted how he felt and led him along to 
see the truth of his resurrection.  Who has been that kind of 
teacher for you, gently taking you where you were and leading 
you to a deeper knowledge of some truth about life? For whom 
have you been that kind of teacher? 

4.  ‘Blessed are they who have not seen and yet believed’. That 
requires great trust. During the recent pandemic there were times 
when one wondered if we would ever see the end of it. Where did 
you find hope as the pandemic continued month after month? 

(Intercom April 2022) 
 

Points to Ponder, Intercom Magazine, April 2022. 
The natural thing to do, when we are The Presbytery anxious or 
threatened, is to hunker down and lock the door, to become focussed on 
our own security rather than the risky mission  to which we are called.  The 
promise of this text is that Jesus cannot be stopped by locked doors.  Jesus 
comes to us as he comes to the first disciples, right in the midst of our fear, 
pain, doubt and confusion.  He comes, speaking peace and breathing into 
our anxious lives the breath of the Holy Spirit.  What is more, he keeps 
showing up!   
 
As he came back a week later for Thomas, Jesus comes back week after 
week  among his gathered disciples – in the word, the water, the bread and 
the wine – not wanting many to miss out on the life and peace he gives.  He 
keeps sending us out of our safe, locked rooms, into a world that, like us, 
so desperately needs his gifts of peace and love. 


