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The name ‘David Quinn’ will be known to those who listen to television and 
radio ‘Current Affairs’ programmes and to readers of the Irish Catholic 
newspaper, in which he writes a column every week.  He is also known as 
the head of the Iona Institute, which promotes the place of marriage and 
religion in  society.  Most of his columns are fairly thought-provoking and 
he is never afraid to write about the faults and failings of the Catholic 
Church, especially in Ireland, as well as highlighting the good things that 
happen.  The heading of his article in the most recent Irish Catholic 
(14.4.2022) is ‘The Church must regain the nerve to teach unpopular 
things’.  The two opening sentences set the scene for his article.  ‘A strange 
thing has happened since the Abortion Referendum in 2018, namely, the 
Church in Ireland has almost completely stopped talking about the issues.  
Church leaders rarely preach about the family and marriage either, or more 
accurately, about why we think marriage is the permanent and indissoluble 
union of a man and woman.’  
The remainder of the article is given over to what David calls ‘this relative 
silence.’  He names a number of factors as causing this silence. 
1.The effect of the scandals in the Irish Church.  He doesn’t need to name 
them for readers of the Irish Catholic, because clerical child abuse and lack 
of accountability have been covered in many issues of the paper. 
2.The Liberal Consensus – those people who are not happy to hear the 
Catholic Church speaking up about   the right to life, marriage and sexual 
morality generally. 
3.The Church does not want to alienate people from the general Gospel 
message.  If people become annoyed by Church teaching on issues like 
marriage and sexuality, they are less likely to listen to it on anything else, 
and, therefore it is better not to say much , if anything about them. 
4.Some people in the Church, including priests and religious, don’t really 
believe anymore what the Church has always taught about sexual morality 
and so on. 
5.Pope Francis has ‘dialled down’ on these topics, compared with the 
Popes before him – John Paul 11 and Benedict XVI.  Many bishops and 
priests are happy to follow his lead. (Cont’d on back page) 
 

 

Upfront - Hope And History (Tríona O’Doherty, Reality April 2022) 
Our six-year-old popped his head around the door as I was working one day 
this week. He had overheard a story on the news and wanted to tell me 
about it. “There’s a girl somewhere – in a different country – and she’s 
separated from her parents, and they can’t find each other.” I knew, 
without asking, that he was referring to a story from Ukraine. I tried to 
reassure him that some kind person would look after this little girl and help 
her to find her parents. I hoped that was true; I’m sure it was.  Yet, as I’m 
writing this, I read that at least 38 children have been killed and 71 
wounded so far in Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. One of them, a seven-year-
old girl, was killed in an attack on a pre-school. Another, nine years old, 
was killed along with her mother and father when Russian troops opened 
fire on their family car.  Her sister and brother are being treated in hospital.  
According to the United Nations, more than 400 civilians have been killed.  
I dread to think what those figures will be by the end of the war, or even 
by the time you’re reading this.  
In the early days of the conflict, images emerged from Ukraine that made 
us catch our breath in shock and sadness.  Newborn babies in a hospital in 
the eastern Ukrainian city of Dnipro were moved from the neonatal 
intensive care unit into a makeshift bomb shelter in the basement after the 
city was struck by missiles.  Footage showed nurses cradling tiny babies and 
using inflatable bags to deliver oxygen to them.  In an underground metro 
station in Kyiv, a baby was born.  ‘An image shared on several news sites 
showed the sleeping newborn wrapped in blankets, a picture of tranquillity 
against a backdrop of the anxious faces of others in the shelter.  Other 
images showed children gazing up at bombed apartment blocks or playing 
in the wreckage.’  
There were stories of hope, too.  Nataliya Ableyeva crossed the border 
from Ukraine into Hungary with precious cargo – a stranger’s children.  She 
delivered the two children to their mother, with nothing but a mobile 
phone number to locate her, after their father was banned from leaving 
the country.  “Their father simply handed over the two children to me, and 
trusted me, giving me their passports to bring them over,”  said Ms 
Ableyeva. It can barely be described as a happy ending, but it’s one 
snapshot of hope amidst the darkness of war. There have been heart-
warming reports also of Polish people welcoming refugees from Ukraine 
with overflowing donation centres and offers of transport and 
accommodation.  



In our culture of instant news, we are able to witness events from 
thousands of miles away as they unfold.  If you watch a film set during 
World War II, you’ll see groups of people gathered around a radio, waiting 
for the latest news bulletin.  Nowadays, images and video footage are 
available instantly on our phone or tablet, right in the palm of our hands.  It 
means that the realities of war are never far removed from us.  It’s hard to 
think of it as something happening ‘over there’ when it feels so close.  The 
harrowing images emerging from the Ukranian conflict touch our hearts 
and inspire us to act.  We might feel helpless, but just as there is a window 
into the heartbreak, there is also a stream of information about ways we 
can help, from donating clothes or other items or supporting a charity 
working in the area, to informing ourselves, praying and resolving always to 
be people of peace. In the shadow of the worsening conflict, the Christian 
community around the globe prepares to celebrate Easter.   
 
Speaking ahead of Ash Wednesday, Archbishop Eamon Martin encouraged 
families to pray together and fast for peace this Lent: “Our Lenten journey 
this year begins as we watch the distressing and frightening scenes from 
Ukraine. Our hearts and prayers go out to the people of Ukraine.  We can 
never take peace for granted.  We must always work for peace, pray for 
peace and make sacrifices for peace.  All of us have the capacity to build 
peace by our words, our actions and our attitudes to others.  We choose 
to sow peace or conflict, love or hate, to build up, or to tear down, to heal 
or to hurt, to forgive or to resent, to soothe or to inflame.”  So, as we 
follow the unfolding events in Ukraine, the world unites in prayer and 
solidarity.  
 
On Holy Saturday, when we mark the Easter Vigil, we are suspended 
between darkness and light, death and resurrection and in these days, 
confronted with stories of pain and hope, we are suspended between the 
darkness of war and injustice, and the hope of a more peaceful and 
equitable future. Like the late Seamus Heaney, we long for the day when 
“hope and history rhyme”:  

History says Don’t hope on this side of the grave 
But then, once in a lifetime. 

The longed-for tidal wave Of justice can rise up 
And hope and history rhyme. 

We wish all our readers and their families a blessed and peaceful Easter. 
 

6. It has become hard to preach on some of the topics already mentioned 
e.g. marriage, abortion, same sex marriage etc.  If a bishop or priest does 
so, he may find he will have to defend himself in depth, maybe even on 
Liveline on RTE Radio 1! 
Personal Autonomy: Why is it that these teachings clash so badly with the 
prevailing liberal consensus?  The answer is that they are a direct challenge 
to the modern liberal emphasis on personal autonomy.  The ideology of 
choice says that people should be able to marry whom they please or live 
with someone, if that suits them better.  They should be able to divorce 
when their marriage no longer makes them happy.  If a pregnancy occurs 
at an inconvenient time in their lives (inconvenient to the boyfriend, 
perhaps) there should be a right to terminate it.  If we become 
inconvenient to ourselves or others, because we are very sick, then we 
should have the right to end our lives, with the assistance of a doctor if 
need be.  If you stand in the way of any of these things, then you are told 
you lack compassion.  Furthermore, you are violating the new ‘sacred’ 
value of choice.  

 
Points to Ponder (Intercom April 2022) 

I like the story about an ageing flower-lady with an outdoor stall.  Her 
clothes were old and shabby, her face weather-beaten and wrinkled. A 
regular customer asked her how she was always in good form.  ‘It’s my 
friend Jesus’, she replied.  ‘Good Friday was the worst of days.  Three days 
later Easter Sunday, the best of days.  So, when I have a problem, I know 
that if I wait three days, Jesus will overcome it for me.’ 
The flower-lady knew that Easter is not just an event of past history but her 
friend Jesus is a living reality.  Practical love, manifested in care of our 
neighbour, is the greatest proof of God’s presence.  We are told that we 
are living in a post-Christian society but the evidence before our eyes is 
that Christian inspiration is alive and well.  To quote from Pope Francis:  
‘Values always tend to reappear under new guises, and human beings have 
arisen time after time from situations that seem doomed. Such is the power 
of the resurrection, and all who evangelise are instruments of that power.’ 

In proclaiming the mystery of faith, we say that Christ is risen, present 
tense. The celebration of Easter is not complete until Christ is risen in you 
and me.  
‘A man who was completely innocent, offered himself as a sacrifice for the 

good of others, including his enemies, and became the ransom of the 
world. It was a perfect act.’ (Mahatma Gandhi) 


