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Opening Reflection 

We are gathered here today in response to Pope Francis’s invitation to share our wisdom, 
hopes and insights about the life of our Church for the future. We gather to discuss, to 
reflect, to listen and to understand. We are aware of the presence of the Holy Spirit guiding 
us, and in listening to each other we hope to hear the voice of that same Spirit. When we 
listen to each other with the desire to hear and to understand, we learn how to walk 
together better.  
As we begin, we might get to know the people around us by saying: 

• Our first name 
• How we are as we begin our conversation 

Synod Prayer 

Invite participants to join in the recitation of the Synod Prayer. Perhaps light a candle before leading 
the gathering in this prayer: 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity 
so that we may journey together to eternal life 

and not stray from the way of truth 
and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time, 

in the communion of the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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Scripture 

Read the following Gospel passage or another appropriate piece of scripture 

The Healing of Bartimaeus the Blind Beggar (Mark 10:46-52) 

They came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that 
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!” Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the 
blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, 
he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; 
your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the 
way. 

Invite those present to reflect on the Gospel they just heard – on the blessings and struggles of faith; 
on what consoles them and what challenges them as they try to live according to what they believe. 

Small Group Discussion 

Invite those present to break into small groups – give them a copy of the Pathway Answer Sheet. 
Encourage them to read the questions, choose a ‘secretary’ to keep time and record the points made. 
Groups should be asked to start by discussing the first two questions. If they wish, they can also 
move on to discuss any other question they feel like engaging with.  

After about 20 minutes, have a break. Perhaps refreshments could be served. The facilitator should 
check in with each group and see what questions they have discussed. The facilitator can suggest 
specific questions that each small group could discuss after the break. 

After the break, encourage the groups to gather together again to discuss some other questions. The 
whole questionnaire does not need to be completed by each group.  

Feedback from Groups (Optional) 

Ask each group in turn to share some of what arose from their listening. The secretary or a chosen 
speaker should report back on behalf of each group. Did a consensus develop around anything in 
particular? Take note of the responses and gather the answer sheets.  

Conclusion 

Thank everyone for participating. Let them know that if anyone wants to provide individual 
feedback to the Diocesan Synodal Team, they can do so through the Diocesan website, by e-mailing 
pathway@dioceseofkerry.org or by post to Pathway Team, c/o Fr Bernard Healy, St John’s Parish 
Centre, Castle Street, Tralee.   

mailto:pathway@dioceseofkerry.org
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Concluding Prayer 

Lord Jesus, 
I give You my hands to do Your work. 
I give You my feet to go Your way. 
I give You my eyes to see as You do. 
I give You my tongue to speak Your words. 
I give You my mind that You may think in me. 
I give You my spirit that You may pray in me. 

 

Above all, I give You my heart 
that You may love in me 
Your Father and all humankind. 
I give You my whole self 
that You may grow in me, 
so that it is You, Lord Jesus, 
who live and work and pray in me. 

– Grail Prayer 

 

Suggested Adaptations of this meeting 

If there is the possibility of gathering a group for more than one listening session, the 8 
suggested questions for the answer sheet can be divided into smaller groups of questions to 
be tackled at each meeting – e.g. if a group is meeting twice, they can look at 4 questions at 
each session. 

Alternative scripture passages include: Acts 15: 1-35 (The Council of Jerusalem); Luke 5:1-
11 (The Miraculous Catch of Fish & the calling of the Apostles).  
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