Annascaul Parish 2022
Guidelines for Ministers of The Word.
As a Minister of the Word, you are speaking God’s word. Your greatest responsibility is to let God speak through you, because the message of the reader is the message of God. So it is important that we understand the meaning of the reading, so we can bring it alive for the people.
Points to remember:

· Always have the reading prepared
· Understand what you read

· Read slowly, we read faster than we think

· Know when you must come forward to read

· Don’t rush, wait until everybody is ready. Give the people time to reflect on each reading. 
· Pause before you say “The Word of the Lord” Note it is no longer This is the Word of the Lord even though that is what may be written in the Lectionary. 
· Take your time walking up and down from the Lectern

· Dress appropriately

· Check the lectionary and the microphone beforehand

· Always read from the lectionary, not from the Mass Leaflet

· Look at the congregation to catch their attention.
· Speak slowly enough, clearly enough, loudly enough for each person to hear you.
· Give time to silence…let us absorb what you have proclaimed to us

· No need to say the words First reading, Responsorial Psalm, Second Reading or Gospel Acclamation.  

· When reading the Psalm do not say “response” after each verse.  Just read the verse, the people will respond.  
· If psalm is being sung by somebody else, take a seat near the Ambo, otherwise people may think that you are singing.  

· If you cannot be heard, the Word of God cannot be heard

· Do not be anxious about pronouncing a difficult word 
· If you make a mistake, no need to apologise, but if the whole sense of the sentence is lost, begin it again.
· Pray that you may hear the word of God and keep it.

· If unable to read get a substitute in good time

· Ask for feedback.

· Know, love and care about the Scripture

Finally, have a positive attitude, proclaiming The Word about which you care, to a people about whom you care.

Prayer before reading Scripture
Father, anoint me with your Holy Spirit, so that as I read your eternal word, your word may penetrate my whole being and transform me. Grant me the blessing to be a faithful disciple in believing the Word of God and that it may be a light shining upon all those who are in darkness.  

Amen

