THE  DESERT  WILL SING  AND  REJOICE

Advent  Responses

Voice 1:      The desert will sing and rejoice

Voice 2:      And the wilderness blossom with flowers.

Voice 1:       All will see the Lord’s splendour,

Voice 2:      See the Lord’s greatness and power.

Voice 1:      Tell everyone who is anxious:

Voice 2:      “Be strong and don’t be afraid.”

Voice 1:      The blind will be able to see;

Voice 2:      The deaf will be able to hear;

Voice 1:      The lame will leap and dance,

Voice 2:      Those who can’t speak will shout.

Voice 1:      They will hammer their swords into ploughs;

Voice 2:      They will turn spears into pruning – knives.

Voice 1:      The nations will live in peace;

Voice 2:      No more will they train for war.

Voice 1:      This is the promise of God.

Voice 2:       God’s promise will be fulfilled.

                (from Isaiah 2:4 and 35: 2,5,6,)

PREPARE  THE WAY  OF  THE  LORD

Voice 1:      Prepare the way of the Lord;

Voice 2:      Make a path for our God in the desert.

Voice 1:      Each valley shall be exalted;

Voice 2:      Every mountain and hill be laid low.

Voice 1:      The crooked shall become straight;

Voice 2:      Rough places shall become plain.

Voice 1:      The glory of the Lord shall be revealed;

Voice 2:      All people shall see it together.

Voice 1:      This is the promise of the Lord;

Voice 2:      God’s promise shall be fulfilled

                     (Isaiah 40:3-5)

INTO  OUR  WORLD  AS  INTO  MARY’S  WOMB

Voice 1:      Into our world as into Mary’s womb………

Voice 2:      Come, Lord Jesus.

Voice 1:      Into the forgotten places, as into the stable……….

Voice 2:      Come, Lord Jesus.

Voice 1:      Into the lives of the poor, bringing hope;

                  Into the lives of the powerful, bringing caution;

                  Into the lives of the weary, bringing rest;

                  Into the lives of the wise, bringing restlessness;

                  And into our lives and longings,

Voice 2:      Come, Lord Jesus.

Voice 1:      This is the good news:

                  Christ is coming,

                  And blessed are those who wait on the Lord.

Voice 2:      Therefore come quickly, Lord.  Amen. 

