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RE - the Church calendar

Lesson 1 - Assessment opportunity.

Find out what they know about the festivals.

Lesson 2 – Overview

Emphasise that as there are many different traditions outside of the C of E, we are going to be basing as much as possible of our learning on the Bible.  The Bible is taken as authority by Christians all over the world, whatever their culture or denomination.  

Advent - the time leading up to Christmas.  We think about preparing for Christ’s coming.

Christmas - celebrating Jesus’ birth

Epiphany - the Wise men visit Jesus.  We think about worship.

Lent - Jesus in the wilderness, being tempted by the Devil.  We fast to remember this time.

Easter - Jesus’ death and resurrection

Pentecost - Jesus had promised that he would be with them til the end of the age - he is with them by his Holy Spirit

What links each of these?  Jesus.  People often think that Christianity is all about being good enough, working your way to heaven.  Are any of these celebrations about us?  What is the focus of these celebrations?  What God has given us.  Can you think of a way to re-phrase all of these explanations, to emphasise the “giving” aspect. e.g. Easter - Jesus gave himself for us as a ransom.

As a class, come up with some new definitions, emphasising God’s giving.

What is the word we use to describe God’s free giving? GRACE.  

In books, write a sentence to sum up what the church calendar is about.  

Write and decorate an acrostic showing the meaning of GRACE:

GRACE - God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.

We’ll look more at what that means over the next few weeks.

Lesson 3 - Advent and Christmas

Fill in the WS as the lesson goes on.

What does Advent mean?

The word “advent” is from the Latin for “coming” or “arrival”.  It’s when we prepare for Christmas.  All of the events in the Christian calendar contain rather amazing truths, so it’s worth taking them in slowly.  Christmas is quite amazing and we go all goo-ey over the birth of a lovely baby etc etc BUT, we need to remember the ultimate purpose of Jesus coming into the World – it was to be put to death.  We shouldn’t rush into Christmas.  

Advent is Christmas’ version of lent.  Preparation time.   We’re no longer waiting for Baby Jesus to be born though, are we?  So, as well as it being a time to think about Christmas, it also makes us think about the time when Christ will come again as king.

How is it celebrated?  Services where we focus on rejoicing and thanking God for his free gift to us. Advent wreaths etc, counting down the days. Caroling.

Where in the Bible does it come from?  It doesn’t really, it was made up by a celtic monk.  But we could look at the angels that came before Jesus’ birth – they told people to prepare:

"Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." (Luke 1:30 – 33)

What do you learn about Jesus here? List 3 attributes on your WS.

So this leads us nicely on to Christmas.

What is Christmas all about? You tell me!

Where, in the Bible are the Christmas stories found? – Mostly in the Gospels – Matthew and Luke but also there are prophecies in the Old Testament.  The most famous ones are in Isaiah.

What is the point of Christmas?  Jesus came, not only to live on earth but the main point was his death.  He came to die to set us free from sin and the punishment that the Bible says we deserve.

So, going back to the last thing we wrote last lesson, what does all this have to do with grace?   

Fill in last box.

Lesson 4 – minister visit

We’re having a Christian minister in this week.  It’s your chance to ask any questions about the Christian festivals we’ve learnt about.  Write down your questions.

Minister visit.

Lesson 5 – Lent

We’re going to be looking at the story of lent today.  I need you to be detectives and work out what it’s all about.

It’s all based on this passage: 

Hand out WS with Bible passage on.

Your task is to read the passage through silently in your head.  Then read it out to the person next to you and then listen to them read it out to you.  So you’ll have read it three times – you’ll definitely be able to answer questions about it then.

Then work through the questions below it.

---

Discuss as a class what they’ve found out.  What is the point of Lent?  What does it teach us?

Lesson 6 – Easter

Use IWB to brainstorm associations with Easter.  Take down any ideas.

Next slide – find out the real meaning!  Tell children that Easter story is made of three main events – Jesus’ arrest and trial, Jesus crucifixion and Jesus’ resurrection.  They are going to take one topic and find out about it and present to class.  Give children the EASTER work sheet with the Bible passages.  If necessary, alk through how to find John’s gospel.

Assign each table one of the three topics.  They are to read the passage silently in their heads, then read it to each other in pairs or as a table – take it in turns to read bits.  Once they’ve understood their passage, take down notes or make a storyboard to show he events in their story.  Make sure they know that at the end of the lesson, they’ll be responsible for making sure the rest of the class know about this topic.

End of lesson – all those who have researched the arrest and trial, share themselves out between the other tables and explain what happened.  Go back to their places.  The crucifixion group then do the same. Then the resurrection.  Re-cap quickly as a whole class to ensure everyone has covered the key points.

Lesson 7 - Pentecost

Establish that pentecost happened after Jesus’ ascension (going up to Heaven).  50 days after (hence the “pente” part).

Read out Acts 2 dramatically.  Children take notes on work sheet.  Read again and second time through they add to their notes and underline key points.

Fill in worksheet story board and answer questions.

Debate/discuss as a class the last question and others that have arisen. E.g. Why was the Holy Spirit a good thing?  How did His coming affect his people?  Who is the Holy Spirit?  Why did flames come on their heads?  

Re-cap all we’ve covered so far.  Bring it back to “grace”.  How does grace show itself in each of the festivals?

