Remembrance Service

for

__________________________

Introduction

We tend to look at life as though it were a straight line from birth to death. The longer the line, the more we imagine that we have lived. But life isn’t like that. In Native American culture life is seen not as linear, but rather as circular, and once the circle has been completed, the circle continues to expand outwards. In the Native American wisdom, wholeness is not seen as the duration one has lived, but the fullness with which one enters each complete moment.

A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes (3:1-6)

For everything there is a season, a time for every occupation under heaven; a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what has been planted. A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to seek and a time to lose; a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to tear down and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time for war and a time for peace.

This is the word of the Lord.

Music:
“In the Arms of an Angel”

Prayers of the Faithful

Let us pray to God, who never abandons us, but continues to love us and draw us to himself:

1. For ____________whose warm laughter, stunning smile and our many memories of you we will always cherish. May you now enjoy everlasting happiness in the Lord’s kingdom.

Lord hear us….

2.
We pray for ________________family who loved and cared for her during her time on this earth. In their pain and loss may they find strength and courage through ______________ love and life.


Lord hear us…

3.
For all of us here present today; that we may draw inspiration and courage from the example of _______________and so strive to live out in our own lives Christ’s great commandment of love.


Lord hear us…

4.
For all who are suffering at this time; that they may experience the healing love of Christ in their lives.


Lord hear us…

Reflection
“You can shed tears that she is gone” (Anonymous)

You can shed tears that she is gone, or you can smile because she has lived. You can close your eyes and pray that she’ll come back, or you can open your eyes and see all that she’s left. Your heart can be empty because you can’t see her, or you can be full of the love you shared. You can turn your back on tomorrow and live Yesterday, or you can be happy for tomorrow because of Yesterday.

You can remember her and only that’s she’s gone, or you can cherish her memory and let if live on. You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back, or you can so what she’d want; smile, open your eyes, love and go on.

Closing Prayer

Too quick, her staying – too soon her leaving.

As your creation, the life of ________________ brightened the earth.

And brought light to all our lives. Give her now a shining and lasting place in eternal live.

Amen.

Prayer Service

For

_______________________________

Grant eternal rest unto him O Lord

Invitation to Prayer

In this moment the Lord is in our midst and consoles us with his word. Blessed are the sorrowful; they shall be comforted. Lord of all gentleness, surround us with you care and comfort us in our sorrow for we grieve at the loss of_____________. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes.

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 

A time to be born, and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted. A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance a time to cast away stones and a time to gather stones together. A time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing, a time to seek, and a time to lose, a time to keep, and a time to cast way, a time to rend, and a time to sew, a time to keep silence, and a time to speak, a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace. God has made everything beautiful in its time.

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reflections

Our hearts are heavy at the loss of ____________________ Come to me all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest for your souls. Yes my yoke is easy and my burden light.

It is hard to believe that __________________ will live forever. I am the resurrection. If anyone believes in me even though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.

We pray in hope that ______________ has found peace. Only I God is my soul at rest, from him comes my hope. He alone is my rock, my fortress. Unburden your hearts onto him for God is our shelter.

It is difficult to understand why our family and friends must die. St. Paul says: “God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. It is when I am weak that I am strong, for I feel the power of Christ shining through my human weakness”.

Prayers of the Faithful

We pray for our friend ___________, may he now enjoy everlasting rest in the Lord’s kingdom. 

Lord hear us.


Lord graciously hear us.

We pray for ________________family at this time. May the spirit of God console them and in time help them to bear the loss of ______________.

Lord hear us.


Lord graciously hear us.

Gone only from Our Sight

I am standing on the seashore. Suddenly a ship at my side spreads her white sails to the morning breeze, and starts out for the blue ocean. She is an object of beauty and strength, and I stand and watch her until at length she is only a ribbon of white cloud just above where sea and sky mingle with each other. Then someone at my side says, ‘There! She’s gone!’

Gone where? Gone from my sight – that is all. She is just as large in mast and hull and spar as she was when she left my side, and just as able to bear her load of living freight to the place of destination. Her diminished size is in me, not in her, and just at the moment when someone at my side says, ‘There! She’s gone!’. There are other voices ready to take the glad shout, ‘There! She comes!’.

And that is dying. 

Words found in the wallet of Colonel Marcus, of the Israeli Army, when he was killed in action on June 11th, 1948.

A Prayer for the Bereaved

Dear Lord,

There comes a time in our life when we must say ‘good bye’ to someone whom we love dearly and will always treasure in our thoughts. We will grieve for the loss of a soul that can never be replaced for people are unique. Tears will flow as the pain reaches our heart – will it never end? Yes, it will, but we must first go through the agony of feelings never experienced before. Although the wound will heal, a scar remains – a scar that is the legacy of the love we had.

So dear Lord hear our prayer. Sometimes we wonder why You allow such things that cause us so much pain and agony. Why, Lord, why? Hear us as we cry out for mercy, understanding and strength. We are so weak; emotions flood into us – anger, guilt, regret – anger towards others, guilt for ourselves and regret of the things we did not say.

Help us O Lord. Give us the grace to accept Your will and understand that at times in our life we must endure such pain for we know in our heart that whatever you do it is for a reason. We also know that no one can live forever but that Your love does; that when You call us too, our soul will live forever if we but believe Your Son did for us, that he also had to endure pain and agony on the cross.

Forgive us O Lord our feelings at times of weakness – we are but a rudderless ship tossed about on an endless sea of emotion; we have lost our captain who steered the ship of life.

Have mercy on us O Lord in our hour of need and give us the will to carry on for we know that You are always with us.

Amen.

The Beatitudes


The Beatitudes have been described as the best sermon ever preached. I have 
used the text from Matthew's Gospel under the heading  "The Beatitudes --- 
Signposts for Christian Living". As you can see from the picture I have a 
pole standing upright covered in black and white contact with eight directional 
arrows just like a signpost. The text I use is a dialogue between Jesus and 
a group of students who are trying to understand what the Beatitudes mean 
in contemporary society. One student reads the Jesus part and eight others read 
the rest of the script. I have asked other class members to pick up pictures 
that represent what each Beatitude means and attach them to the appropriate 
arrows. I have had music played after every two pieces of dialogue. It is 
a lovely prayer service and one that can get all the class involved.  

Jesus: Happy the poor in spirit. Theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.

____________: Happy the poor! That is so not going to work today Lord. In our world, the person who has nothing is nothing. It’s more like happy the rich, because they can have whatever they want?

Jesus: But rich people are not always satisfied, money is not everything.

___________: By “poor” then I take it you don’t mean being homeless and dressed like a scarecrow?

Jesus: Of course not. People need a certain amount of material things in order to live with dignity. But there’s a worse form of poverty than material poverty. A life without meaning, a heart without love – these4 are terrible forms of poverty.

___________: What do you mean by “poor in spirit”?

Jesus: The poor in spirit are those who put their trust in God rather than in money.

____________: But lets face it, in the world of the Celtic Tiger money is everything. It opens all doors.

Jesus: All doors but the one that really matters, the door to the kingdom of God.

____________: But in reality money is the only God most people worship. Everybody wants loads of it.

Jesus: The pity is that they don’t know what true riches are.

_____________: True riches? What do you mean?

Jesus: The riches of the heart and spirit. A scarecrow is still a scarecrow even if you dress it up in a fur coat.

____________: In other words, it’s not what you have, but what you are, that is important.

Jesus: Exactly. It’s not the clothes you wear, or the amount of money you have, but the kind of person you are that matters in the eyes of God.

Jesus: Happy the gentle. They shall have the earth for their heritage.

______________: Happy the gentle! You must be having me on! If you’re gentle, people will walk all over you.

Jesus: You mean, it you want to get on, you’ve got to be tough and hard.

______________: Exactly. Gentle people get left behind. The tough and hard people get on.

Jesus: Deep down, we all have a need for gentleness, and we can’t open up and grow without it.

______________: But people respect the macho image. Gentleness is seen as a form of weakness.

Jesus: Gentleness is not a form of weakness. It is a form of strength and is one of the most necessary qualities in life. Think of the gentleness required in the hands of a mother or a surgeon.

_______________: Are you saying that we should never stand up for ourselves?

Jesus: No. That is not what I am saying.

_______________: By gentle, then, you don’t mean a timid little person who is afraid to speak up.

Jesus: Of course not. It takes a strong, self-confident person to be gentle. By strong I don’t mean physical strength but strength of character. Which would you prefer to have as your friend: an aggressive person or a gentle person?

_______________: A gentle person, of course.

Jesus: Happy those who mourn. They shall be comforted.

________________: Happy those who mourn! That is a hard one to understand, Lord?

Jesus: Today everybody is out for a good time, right?

________________: Yea, that’s right.

Jesus: But life involves pain and sorrow as well as fun and joy.

__________________: Pain and sorrow! People want to avoid stuff that makes them sad. And can you blame them? After all, who wants to go around with a long face?

Jesus: Sorrow is part of life, and makes life deeper and richer.

_______________: But sorrow usually means crying and this embarrasses people.

Jesus: You mean they see tears as a sign of weakness?

______________: Yes, I think so.

Jesus: It’s a poor human being that has no tears. Tears show that we have feelings and that we can be moved to compassion. In short, that we have a heart. Without a heart a person is no better than a block of marble.

_____________: But if you open your heart to others, you’re sure to get hurt.

Jesus: Yes, but to open your heart is being to live. To close it is to being to die. If your concern for others causes you to shed tears, those tears are precious to God.

Jesus: Happy those who hunger and third for what is right. They shall be satisfied.

____________: What do you mean by that Lord?


Jesus: People work every day of the year to satisfy the hunger of the body, but hardly a single day to satisfy the hunger of the soul.

____________: Hunger of the soul? I am not so sure I understand that.

Jesus: People hunger for a lot of things besides bread. They hunger for faith. They hunger for hope. Without hope one has no future. And of course they hunger for love. One cannot live without love.

_____________: So, then, the soul is fed by acts of faith, hope and love.

Jesus: I couldn’t have put it better myself. All of you are made up of a body and a soul. People everywhere hunger for truth, freedom, justice and goodness. They search for what is right.

______________: But, mostly the only things I see people hunger and thirst for are power, status, fame and fortune.

Jesus: No wonder they know so little happiness. Those who knowingly do what is wrong can’t possibly be happy because they are not at peace with themselves. They are like an instrument that is out of tune.

Jesus: Happy the merciful. They shall have mercy shown them.

_____________: Mercy! This makes even less sense that gentleness.

Jesus: Oh, so we are back to hardness and toughness again.

_____________: If you’re merciful people will take advantage of you.

Jesus: Are you saying that the world does not need mercy?

_____________: I’m not saying it does not need mercy but that there is not room for it.

Jesus: Well, lets make room for it. Without mercy the world would be a jungle.

_____________: But that’s more or less how it is. People are ruthless, you know. What place is there in such a world for mercy?

Jesus: Yet mercy is the one thing the world is crying out for. How many barriers would fall down, if people were prepared to show mercy and forgiveness to one another?

______________: But let’s be practical, Lord. It’s just not on to go around forgiving everyone. You would be regarded as a softie.

Jesus: It’s a far harder thing to show mercy towards someone who has hurt you. When are people at their best: when they are being cruel and vengeful or when they are being kind and merciful?

______________: when they are being kind and merciful, I suppose.

Jesus: Well then, I say; Happy those who are able to make allowances for the mistakes and sins of others, and whose greatness lies in their ability to show mercy, because the way we treat others is the way God will treat us.

Jesus: Happy the clean of heart. They shall see God.

_______________: I don’t get that Lord. Everyone knows how important cleanliness and hygiene is. But clean of heart? I don’t get that.

Jesus: That’s because people are more concerned about outer cleanliness that inner cleanliness.

_______________: Inner cleanliness? What do you mean?

Jesus: Cleanliness of the mind, heart and conscious is surely more important than clean fingernails, clean teeth and clean skin.

_____________: Honestly, Lord I think people today are more concerned about physical hygiene than any other kinds of cleanliness.

Jesus: And yet, am I not right in saying that pollution is a big issue today?

_____________: Yes. People want clean rivers, clean beaches, clear air and so on.

Jesus: Yet they seem unconcerned about what pollutes their minds and hearts.

______________: What causes that to happen?

Jesus: Pride, anger, hate, lust, greed and envy. All these things are sinful and keep one away from God.

_____________: So what must we do?

Jesus: We have to purify the source. The heart is the source. It is the well-spring from which all our thoughts, words and deeds flow. If the human heart is polluted by evil, then everything that flows from it will be polluted. But if the heart is clean, then all that flows from it will be clean, like water flowing from an unpolluted spring.

Jesus: Happy the peacemakers. They shall be called the children of God.

________________: It’s more like happy the trouble makers.

Jesus: Why do you say that?

_______________: Because the trouble-makers get all the head-lines.

Jesus: Yes, that is true. But they do not act like children of God.

_______________: Everyone longs for peace. Especially now that there is war between Iraq and the United States and between other countries.

Jesus: Peace! People can be almost as cruel to one another in times of peace as in times of war. Some neighbourhoods, some football grounds, and sadly even some homes at times resemble battlefields. So, we can all do our bit to bring peace wherever we are.

________________: I suppose you are right. But what bothers me is this. Though everybody wants peace, and many pray for it, there is less peace in the world than ever before.

Jesus: There’s no peace because there are not enough peacemakers. Peace does not just happen. It has to be made.

______________: But it is hard to make peace between people who do not want it and will not listen.

Jesus: I agree. Peacemaking is a tough business. This explains why there are so many people in this world who are peace lovers but only a few peacemakers. The peacemaker has to be armed, not with a bomb or gun, but with courage, dedication and patience. Anyway, we could all do something that would bring peace into our own daily living.

_______________: All of us?

Jesus: Yes. Peace begins with myself. If I have peace within myself, then there is at least some peace in the world.

_______________: And peace with others? What in practice can we do?

Jesus: Peacemaking is a very practical thing. Forgive those who offend you. Welcome the stranger and those who are different to you. Do not provoke others to anger. Rather, by your gentleness and tolerance, draw them towards peace and harmony. Be caring to those who are sad and hurt. And above all be honest and fair in your dealings with others. Fairness is the foundation of peace.

Jesus: Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right. Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

_______________: A lot of people would say: Happy those who lie, steal, cheat and who manage to get off scot-free.

Jesus: No one can escape the eye of God, or the eye of one’s own conscience for that matter.

_______________: Lord, some people have no conscience. Their only commandment is the eleventh commandment.

Jesus: The eleventh commandment?

________________: Yes, thou shalt not get caught!

Jesus: I see. But are they happy?

______________: Well, they seem to be the ones who prosper and go places in this world.

Jesus: But at what cost? Besides, how dark the world would be if everybody adopted that attitude. Those who stand for what is right are the light of the world and the salt of the earth.

______________: But it’s not easy to stand up for what is right. You’ll bring a lot of trouble on yourself. It is far easier not to take a stand on anything. If you mind your own business, and you’ll have a nice quiet life.

Jesus: I know if you take a stand you’re letting yourself open to be criticised and laughed at. But to be brave enough to speak out in the cause of right marks you as a true follower of mine.
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