CELEBRATING THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR

A Prayer of Gathering

As we come together to celebrate and give thanks for the students and their work over this last year, we pause for a few moments with our thoughts to allow the spirit of God and the blessings of life to enter our hearts and minds….(Pause)

Leader
Our help is in the name of the Lord

All

Who made heaven and earth and gave it life.

Leader
Spirit of the Living God

All

Fill us with appreciation and wonder.

Leader
Protector of all that is good and sacred.

All

Bless our celebrations this night.

Reflection

Our lives are marked forever by those we meet;

the friendships we make and the love we experience,

the reconciliations and the quarrels,

the works we have tried to do together

for each other and those less fortunate.

All this has given us something that will last.

Long after we have forgotten the marks of our assignments,

we’ll remember the friendships, the times of growth,

the fun, the quarrels, the laughter, the jokes.

We’ll remember how we helped each other grow as young men,

and young women in faith, in hope and in love.

May what we have done over the last year

be given to many others in our lives.

In the words of Buddhist prayer we say;

May all living beings be well, happy, peaceful and prosperous.  May no harm come to them; may no difficulty come to them; may no problem come to them; may they always meet with success.

May they also have the patience, courage, understanding and determination to meet and overcome inevitable difficulties, problems and failures in life.  Amen.

Remembering and Blessing the Work of the Year

A reading from the book of Sirach.

God is aware of our works and takes delight in them.

Our ways are always under God’s eye,

Nothing can be hidden from his sight.

All our works are as the sun to him,

Our alms-giving is like a signet ring to him,

He cherishes our acts of generosity like the pupil of his eye.

One day he will arise and bless us for our good works.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Leader
Together let us pray blessing over these young people, their memories and their work during the year.

The Blessing

Lord, you are the source of all creation,

You watch over it and bless it with your love.

We ask you to bless, the work of our hands,

The work presented here tonight,

And the work and effort that has made up this past school year.

Help us to grow in wisdom from this work.

We make this prayer through Christ Our Lord.

Amen.

A Time for Thanksgiving

Reflection

I am thankful, Lord, for the support of a friend’s hand,

For the hug of sympathy and friendly warmth

For the embrace of love and care.

I am thankful for the people whose lives touch mine with friendship.

I recall, Lord, the love that has helped me to grow from childhood to this day:

The care of parents and friends that meant security and love

The presence of the friend who cheered me when I was sad

The words of encouragement when I was afraid

The offer of sympathy when I was unhappy.

I thank you, Lord, for this gift,

You have been there for me through the goodness of others.

And because I know that time is always time

And place is always and only place

And what is actual is actual only for one time

And only for one place, I rejoice that things are as they are…

A Prayer of Gratitude

Leader


As in every experience, school has it highs and lows.

We may feel it has been useful or that we should have got more out of it. Whatever our experience has been, lessons have been learned and effort has gone into it.  For this we now give thanks.

R1.
We are grateful for the friendships made and the time we spent together.  We have grown as individuals and we give thanks for all those who have supported this growth.

R2.
We are grateful for being able to realize our gifts, for being able to use all our talents in a meaningful way.   This has filled the lives with purpose and joy.

R3.
We are grateful for all those that supported us in our lives so far.  For everyone that helped us this year.  From them we have learned the meaning of respect and understanding.

R4.
We are grateful for the journey shared.  The highs and lows that led us to grow in wisdom.  From this, we have gained hope.  Lord we have gained hope.  Lord we are grateful, bless this gratitude.

Together we say

God of life, show me the way to repay the blessings you have given me.

Help me to give generously of what I have.

Help me to do so with gratitude in my heart,

And may my giving always bless those who receive it.

Amen.

A Prayer For Each Other

Leader
We look to the future and pray for everyone here and in particular for the students who have just completed Secondary School.

Response
Lord in your faithfulness, hear our prayer.

1. We pray for our families, teachers and friends who supported us, especially when we were struggling or just getting by.  Reponse.
2. We pray for all those who are anxious about what lies ahead.  Give us peace of mind and of heart.  Response.

3. We pray for anyone that we have hurt or let down this year.  Response.

4. We pray that we may continually recognise all our gifts and talents as we prepare for the new challenges ahead.  May we always give thanks to you and trust that you will be guiding us.  Reponse.
5. We pray now in silence…..

Leader
Lord, we give you thanks for your faithfulness.  Help us to never stop bringing our concerns to you.  Amen.
Concluding Rite


(We call on the God of Life to bless these young people as they leave another year of school life behind).

Leader
May God bless them with the wisdom to seek the truth and learn from the experience of others.

All
Amen.

Leader
May God bless them with the love to share their gifts and talents with others.

All
Amen.

Leader
May God bless them with the courage to act for justice.

All
Amen.

Leader
In the name of God the Father, who created all people to enjoy the fullness of love;

In the name of Jesus the Son, who has shown Christians the way to the fullness of life;

And in the name of the Holy Spirit who encourages all.

Go in peace and joy.

All
Thanks be to God.
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