LITURGY FOR BEGINNING OF SCHOOL YEAR

TARGET AGE GROUP OF PUPILS: 16 Yrs. +






     Senior Cycle

All Stand – Hymn – ABIDE WITH ME
Abide with me,

    fast falls the eventide;

The darkness deepens,

    Lord, with me abide!

When other helpers fail

    and comforts flee,

Help of the helpless,

    O abide with me.

INTRODUCTION (Priest)

This is the Mass for the beginning of our school year.  We pray for each other and for the whole school in this special celebration and we’ll ask God’s help with our study, our friendships, our sport and with everything that is part of the school.

For the Leaving Cert. pupils this is an exam year – for some students this may cause fear that they won’t do well and for others this may be a source of confidence to do well in their exams.  Whatever you’re feeling right now, we humbly place ourselves in God’s guiding hands and ask for God’s help in this coming year.  We thank God, for our lives – for your family who love you, for your teachers who will prepare you for your exams, for your friends who encourage and accept you.  We thank God for your faith, your health, your intelligence,  your body and your mind.

PENITENTIAL RITE (Priest)
As we begin Mass, we ask God to forgive us for our faults and failings, for all our sins and for the ways we hurt each other each day needlessly.

You have come to bring us the life of love

Lord, have mercy.

You have come to bring us the light of truth

Christ, have mercy.

You plead for us at the right hand of God our Father

Lord, have mercy.

May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to life everlasting.

OPENING PRAYER (6th Yr. Student 1)

Help us, Lord, at the beginning of our school year

Help us in our work and in our friendships

We ask this, through Christ Our Lord.

FIRST READING (Student 2) EPHESIANS 3:14-21

We look ahead to another year.  Our first reading is a prayer of St. Paul for the people he taught.  He prays that we grow strong in different areas of our life.  We make this prayer our own for to-day.

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians.

This then is what I pray, kneeling before the Father:  In the abundance of his glory may he, through his Spirit, enable your inner selves to grow strong, so that Christ may live in your hearts through faith, and then, planted in love and built on love, with all God’s holy people you will have the strength to grasp the breadth and the length, the height and the depth; so that, knowing the love of Christ which is beyond all knowledge, you may be filled with the utter fulness of God.  Glory be to him whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine; glory be to him in the Church and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen.

This is the word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Student 2 again)
A prayer of trust for the coming year

RESPONSE:
  Be our help, Lord God, in the days to come.

1. If you trust in the lord and do good,

then you will live in the land and be secure.

If you find your delight in the Lord,

he will grant your heart’s desire.  R.

2. Commit your life to the Lord,

trust in him and he will act,

so that your justice breaks forth like the light,

and your cause like the noon day sun.  R.

GOSPEL  (Priest)


Mark 4:35-41

When we look to another year, we don’t know what’s in store; will it be a happy year, a difficult one?  The gospel is a story of trusting in the presence of Jesus; as he was present in the apostles’ rough times, so he is present always with us.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.

With the coming of evening that same day, he said to them, ‘Let us cross over to the other side.’  And leaving the crowd behind they took him, just as he was, in the boat; and there were other boats with him.  Then it began to blow a great gale and the waves were breaking into the boat so that it was almost swamped.  But he was in the stern, his head on the cushion, asleep.  They woke him and said to him, ‘Master, do you not care?  We are lost!’ And he woke up, and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, ‘Quiet now! Be calm!’  And the wind dropped, and there followed a great calm.  Then he said to them, ‘Why are you so frightened?  Have you still no faith?’  They were overcome with awe and said to one another, ‘Who can this be?  Even the wind and the sea obey him.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL (5 pupils)

Let us make our prayers to God, as we pray at the beginning of our school year:

1. Look after us, Lord, during this coming year; help us live in 

this school as a Christian community;

R. Lord, hear us.

2. We pray for all who work in our school, for teachers and all its staff; bless them and their families.

R. Lord, hear us.

3. We pray for all past pupils for those who left last year; we remember especially those who are sick, unemployed, or in any sort of trouble.

R. Lord, hear us.

4. For any of our school who have died:  Lord have mercy on them and welcome them home to heaven.

R. Lord, hear us.

5. We pray for people who are new in our school, pupils and teachers; may they be happy here and find friends.

R. Lord, hear us.

Let us pray:

Help us, Lord, to use well the talents you have given each of us.  Help us bring them to our studies so that we work to the best of our ability.  May we all feel valued, in this school, for who we are in your sight.  May all we do and learn be in your service, and in the service of love, both now and in the future.  We ask this in the name of Jesus our Lord.

OFFERTORY PROCESSION (4 students) to include schoolbook, hurley, offertory gifts etc.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

Lord God, accept our gifts and see the goodness of your people who offer them to you.  Free us from the influence of evil in our lives by the power of Jesus who is Lord for ever and ever.

COMMUNION HYMN – Ag Chriost an Siol

Ag Chriost an siol,

ag Criost an fomhar,

In iothalain De go dtugtar sinn.

Ag Criost an mhuir,

ag Criost an tiasc,

I lionta De go gcastar sinn.

O fhas go haois, is o aois go bas,

Do dha laimh, a Chriost,

anall tharainn.

O bhas go crioch,

ni crioch ach athfhas,

I bParthas na nGrast go rabhaimid.

COMMUNION REFLECTION

What will this year bring?

You do not know; I do not know.

It will bring its usual quota of work and play,

of success and failure, all the things that are part of school life.

It is a new beginning;

the planting of a seed that will grow for a year,

the seed of fruit that will blossom in times to come.

It is a new hope;

hope for good work, for successful results,

for friendship, for fun, for learning.

In this coming year, may there be learning, prayer, and fun.

May there be hard work, faith, and friendship.

May no one in this school be lonely;

may no one be left out in class;

may no one suffer through the others here.

As we begin this year in hope, in prayer and in friendship, 

may the Lord begin it with us, be with us during it,

and successfully bring it to its conclusion.

May we, this year, together act justly,

together love tenderly,

and together walk humbly with our God.

CONCLUDING PRAYER

May we, who have received the love of God at this Mass,

spread this love wherever we are;

we ask that in this coming year

we spread the love, kindness, and compassion of God in our school.

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.

CONCLUDING HYMN – Bind us Together Lord
(Chorus)
Bind us together, Lord,

Bind us together

With cords that cannot be broken

Bind us together, Lord,

Bind us together, Lord,

Bind us together in love.

(Repeat Chorus)

There is only one God

There is only one King

There is only one Body

That is why we sing.

(Repeat Chorus)

Fit for the glory of God

Purchased by his precious Son

Born with the right to be free,

For Jesus the victory has won.

(Repeat Chorus)

We are the family of God

We are the promise divine

We are God’s chosen desire

We are the glorious new wine.

(Repeat Chorus)

MISSION STATEMENT

To provide a caring Christian community

which celebrates effort and talent

in an environment of hope and happiness.

