An Alternative  Prayer Service for a New School Year . (Sept 09) 
(This prayer service is suitable for reading out over the intercom system)
Introduction
As we look around us, we greet our old friends, and meet some new ones.  It may be hard to come back to school after our summer holidays, but in many ways it is good too, to return to routine and to settle down into a new school year.
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Reading 

Can a mother forget her baby and have no compassion on the child she has borne?  Though she may forget, I will not forget you!

Jerusalem I can never forget you. I have written your name on the palms of my hands.  Isaiah 49: 15-16
Today We Pray
Lord Jesus, we offer you this day, and all it will bring. We thank you for the summer break that we have enjoyed. We pray that this will be a good year. Guide us to study well. Help us to be kind to each other. May our school community be a place of which we can be proud.
We ask you to keep us all in the palm of your hand during this school year.  Be with us Lord and protect us. Guide us to use the gifts that you have given us for the good of everyone in our school community.

We make our prayer through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
Reflection
If this is not a place where tears are understood, 
Where do I go to cry? 
If this is not a place where my spirits can take wing, 
Where do I go to fly? 
If this is not a place where my questions can be asked, 
Where do I go to seek? 
If this is not a place where my feelings can be heard, 
Where do I go to speak? 
If this is not a place where you'll accept me as I am, 
Where can I go to be? 
If this is not a place where I can try to learn and grow, 
Where can I be just me? 
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