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(To be read in conjunction with Procedures for Blessing and Opening of New School Facilities)


The Procedures for Blessing and Opening of New School Facilities suggests the following outline for the Blessing ceremony which precedes the civil ceremony.

A suggested outline is:

Welcome and Acknowledgement of / Welcome to Country

Gathering song

Introductory rites

Liturgy of the Word
Reading (s)
Homily
Intercessions

Liturgy of Blessing
Blessing prayer
Prayer over the water
Sprinkling rite

Concluding rite

Final song

The following suggestions are made for each of these elements of the blessing ceremony. 

In planning the ceremony, it is appropriate to acknowledge the ethos and charism of the school and to make connections to any relevant religious events occurring at or near the time of the celebration (e.g. feast days). The selection of the appropriate readings will guide the selection of music and drafting of prayers of intercession.

The resource A Planning Guide for Celebrating Major Events in Catholic Schools may also assist you in your planning.

You are encouraged to upload on this site, the prayer celebrations you develop for the blessing of your school facilities. 

		


Acknowledgement of / Welcome to Country

A Welcome to Country is where the traditional Aboriginal custodian or Elder welcomes people to their land. The local Aboriginal custodians or traditional owners conduct the ceremony and this may be done through a speech, song, ceremony or a combination of these things.

An Acknowledgement of Country is a way that the wider community can demonstrate respect for Aboriginal protocol and can be performed by any individual, Aboriginal or non-Aboriginal, participating in an occasion of any kind. It is a demonstration of respect dedicated to the traditional custodians of the land or sea where the gathering of participants is being conducted.

(See Appendix A for suggested forms of Acknowledgements of Country)

Gathering Song Suggestions
During the singing of the gathering song there may be a procession that could include:
· Processional cross
· Candle/s
· Bible carried by Reader/s 
· School symbol/s
· Representative symbols / objects to be blessed
· Celebrant

There are three judgements that will help you to choose the most appropriate music: 
1. The Liturgical Judgement: Do the words, the form and the style of the song reflect who we are as the people of God and suit the relative festivity of the liturgical day and season? Are there images or ideas in the readings that could help you choose the songs thereby making the readings more meaningful? 
2. The Musical Judgement: Is the music technically, aesthetically and artistically good- irrespective of the style of music? Can the musicians and the singers do justice to this song? 
3. The Pastoral Judgement: Will it help the assembly pray? Will people be able to join in the singing or is the melody line too high or too hard to sing? Does the music suit their age–level and cultural background and enable them to express their faith?
(from Music in Catholic Worship, 1991)

(See Appendix B for music suggestions)

INTRODUCTORY RITES

After the Gathering Song and Entrance Procession, the celebrant says:

Celebrant:	In the name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All:		Amen

The celebrant greets those present 
Celebrant:	May God, the source of all wisdom, Christ the Lord, his Word made flesh, and the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, be with you all.
All:	And also with you.
OR
Celebrant:	The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: 	And also with you.
OR
Celebrant:	The Lord be with you.
All:	And also with you.

Opening Prayer
The Opening Prayer follows the pattern of You – Who – Do – Through.
e.g. 
Celebrant:	God of abundance.
	Your dream for us 
is that we grow in our knowledge and experience of you.
	Be with us today as we come together to celebrate this [new facility] 
that will enhance the learning and building up of this community.
	Inspire the students, the staff and families of [school name] 
and draw them into ever closer communion with you.
		We make this prayer through Jesus, our teacher.
All:	Amen

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Reading/s
Usually, one reading is sufficient. Where more than one text is selected, a psalm or suitable song may separate them. It is not required that the celebrant read the gospel text.
(See Appendix C for suggested readings)
Homily 
The celebrant addresses those gathered.
Prayers of Intercession
The structure:
1. The celebrant addresses the people and invites them to pray. This opening to the prayers of intercession is not addressed to God but invites the people to place their prayers before God.
2. One or more readers or a cantor names the intentions for prayer – briefly, simply and clearly. 
3. After each intention is named, a moment of silence allows the people to make their individual prayer about the intention that has been named. Without the silence, there is no prayer. After the silence, the reader or cantor invites the people to bring their prayers together (e.g. “Lord, hear us) and the people respond (e.g. “Lord, hear our prayer).
4. After four or five intentions have been named and prayed about, the celebrant brings the prayers together in a ‘collect’. This concluding prayer IS addressed to God and should use the You – Who – Do - Through structure.
(See Appendix D for Prayers of Intercession suggestions)

LITURGY OF BLESSING
Prayer of Blessing
With hands outstretched, the celebrant says the prayer of blessing.
e.g.
Let us pray in silence,
and ask God to bless us all.

(Moment of silence.)

Father in Heaven,
we thank You for this [new facility]
which we are opening today.
Bless this building and all who use it.
Grant that all the activities that take place here
will build up a spirit of community among us
and contribute to the growth and well-being of your children.
Father,
we praise You,
and ask Your blessing through Christ our Lord.

R. 	Amen.

Prayer over the Water
After the prayer of blessing, the celebrant blesses the water that will be used in the sprinkling rite.
God our Father,
your gift of water
brings life and freshness to the earth.
We ask you now
to bless this water,
and to give us your protection on this day
which you have made your own.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sprinkling Rite
After blessing the water, the celebrant sprinkles those present and the building or representative symbols with holy water.
For the official blessing of new school buildings, the celebrant does not need to bless every new room and/or walk around the entire new facility. Blessing a symbol or object (for example, crucifixes) to be placed in each new room is sufficient.  
A song may be sung during the sprinkling with water.
CONCLUDING RITE

With hands outstretched over those present, the celebrant concludes by saying:

e.g.
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
R. 	Amen!
May God’s face shine upon you, and be gracious to you.
R. 	Amen!

May God look upon you with kindness,
and give you peace.
R. 	Amen!
May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.
R. 	Amen!

OR
May the peace of God, which is beyond all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God
and of our Lord Jesus Christ.
R. 	Amen!
May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.
R. 	Amen!

OR
Blessed are you, God our Father,
Maker of the universe:
You have sent Jesus to be our brother
and to save us in Your love.
Let Your Holy Spirit give us light,
and lead us to You
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
R.	Amen!
May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.
R. 	Amen!

Final Song
The celebrant processes out of the gathering, proceeded by the processional cross if used.

(See Appendix B for music suggestions)
APPENDIX A – ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY SUGGESTIONS

1. We acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians who have walked and cared for this land for thousands of years and their descendants who maintain these spiritual connections and traditions.
Let us observe a moment of silence to reflect on the millions of footprints that travelled the Dreaming pathways and our own loved ones who have gone before us.
2. We acknowledge the traditional peoples of the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them for their care of the land.
3. I would like to begin by acknowledging the …………….. people, the traditional custodians on whose land this school was built.
4. I acknowledge the living culture of the …………….. people, the traditional custodians of the land we stand on and pay tribute to the unique role they play in the life of this region. 
5. I wish to begin by acknowledging that we are in the country of the …………… people. I pay respect to their tribal leaders. I celebrate their continuing culture and I acknowledge the memory of their ancestors. 
6. I acknowledge the …………… people, the traditional custodians of the country on which we are gathered today. I acknowledge that they have occupied and cared for the country over countless generations and I celebrate their continuing contribution to the life of this region. 
7. We acknowledge and pay respect to the …………… people as the original and ongoing owners and custodians of this land. We commit ourselves to actively work alongside indigenous people for reconciliation and justice.


APPENDIX B – MUSIC SUGGESTIONS

	Song
	Artist
	Album / Source

	A school prayer
	Andrew Chinn
	These Hands

	A voice is heard
	Monica Brown, Trish Watts
	As One Voice Next Generation

	Be God’s
	Danielle Rose
	As One Voice Next Generation

	Christ be near us
	Monica O'Brien, Gina Ogilvie
	As One Voice Next Generation

	Celebrate
	Monica Brown
	As One Voice vol 1

	Christ our light
	John Burland
	One Family

	Come, now is the time to worship 
	Brian Doerksen
	As One Voice Next Generation

	Come, O Holy Spirit
	John Burland
	As One Voice Next Generation

	Community blessing
	MusicFire
	Alive in the Spirit

	Gather as one
	Amanda McKenna
	As One Voice Next Generation

	God is here
	David Haas
	God is here

	Go make a difference
	Steve Angrisano, Tom Tomaszek
	As One Voice Next Generation

	Head, heart and hands
	MusicFire
	Alive in the Spirit

	Hearts on fire
	Michael Mangan
	As One Voice Next Generation

	Holy ground (This is holy ground)
	Christopher Beatty
	

	How great is our God
	Chris Tomlin
	As One Voice Next Generation

	Let God’s Spirit in
	MusicFire
	Alive in the Spirit

	Let your light shine
	Andrew Chinn
	Let your light shine

	Light of the world
	Andrew Chinn
	Wherever I go

	Live the gospel
	James Maher
	As One Voice Next Generation

	My witness you’ll be
	Patrick Keady
	As One Voice Next Generation

	No hands but ours
	Amanda McKenna
	As One Voice Next Generation

	One body in Christ
	Amanda McKenna
	As One Voice Next Generation

	Our God is here
	Chris Muglia
	Spirit & Song 2

	Praying God
	Judy Bailey
	As One Voice Next Generation

	Send down the fire
	Marty Haugen
	As One Voice vol 2

	Sing of a blessing
	Miriam Therese Winter
	Womansong

	Spirit alive in me
	MusicFire
	Alive in the Spirit

	Stand up, be more!
	MusicFire
	Alive in the Spirit

	These hands
	Andrew Chinn
	These Hands

	United as one
	Matthew Walker
	As One Voice Next Generation

	We are called
	David Haas
	As One Voice vol 2

	Whatever you do
	John Angotti
	As One Voice Next Generation

	Gather together
	John Burland
	Let’s Celebrate Too

	Welcome to God’s house
	Damien Halloran
	As One Voice for Kids 1

	Gather us o God
	Monica Brown
	A Remembering Heart


APPENDIX C - SCRIPTURE SUGGESTIONS

Check different translations to find the most suitable language for your community. e.g. New Jerusalem Bible; Good News Bible; New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) Bible.

· Luke 18:15-17	/  Mark 10:13-6		Jesus welcomes the children
· Matthew 5:1b-2; 14-16			You are the light of the world
· John 8: 12; 31b-32			Whoever follows me will have the light of life
· Matthew 16:13-18			Peter’s confession of faith
· Colossians 3:16-17			Let the word of Christ dwell in you
· Romans 12:4-8				We are one body with differing gifts
· 1 Corinthians 3:7-11; 16-17		We are God’s building; God’s temple
· Ephesians 4:1-6				Unity in the body of Christ
· Ephesians 4:7; 11-13; 15-16		We must use our gifts to grow into Christ
· 1 Peter 4:8-11				Serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received
· Philippians 1:3-6	The one who began a good work among you will bring it to 	completion



APPENDIX D: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Introduction by the celebrant:	
1 On this day, when we celebrate the construction of this new facility, let us raise our voices in prayer.
2 Brothers and sisters, let us ask God, source of truth, to inspire our prayer.
3 Gathered to thank God, the Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ, let us pray to the Lord ...
4 United as the [school] family, let us give thanks to God and place our intentions before him.
5 Let us turn towards the source of all goodness, to our God, who is rich in mercy, and pray. 
6 “Wherever two or three are gathered in my name, I am in the midst of them,” says Jesus. Encouraged by this promise, let us make our prayers.
7 Gathered together to celebrate the good things God has done for us, let us pray to the very One who inspires our prayer.
8 Gathered here in the spirit of [saint / patron / congregational founder of the school], and trusting in his/her intercession, let us place our prayers before our loving God.
9 The love of God gives us [school values]. Confident in this, let us call on God in prayer.
10 Gathered as a community of the followers of Jesus Christ, we pray with his Spirit.

Naming the prayers:
The individual prayer intentions are not addressed to God; they are a simple naming of the intentions.

Groups that it might be appropriate to pray for/about (usually only 4 or 5 prayers): 
· our leaders
· the traditional owners of this land and the indigenous people of this area
· those who have brought their gifts and talents to this construction
· those who have made this building project possible
· a specific benefactor 
· all engaged in Catholic education
· the inspiration of [school saint / patron / congregational founder]
· all schools in the [religious congregation] tradition
· our school (and parish) community
· those who will use the new building
· students / parents / staff
· all who work in support of our school 
· the articulated values of the school (e.g. Let us pray for Faith ...; Let us pray for Learning...; Let us pray for Unity....)
· all of us gathered here

Examples structures for naming the intentions:
1 For [name group], that they/we may [name intention]... (Silence) 
2 That [name group] may [name intention]... (Silence) 
3 For [name group]. (i.e. simply state the group for whom the people are being invited to pray without specifying the intention) ... (Silence)
4 We pray for [name group], that they/we may [name intention]... (Silence) 
5 In [school value e.g. hope, trust, love, faith] we pray for [name group], that they/we may [name intention]... (Silence) 
6 [Quote or saying from/about school saint / patron / congregational founder]. That [name group], inspired by these words, may [name intention]... (Silence) 
7 [School saint / patron / congregational founder] taught us ... . That [name group] may [name intention]... (Silence) 
N.B.	A consistent style / format should be used for each of the prayer intentions.
Example conclusions to each intention and response:
(Silence) We pray. 				Response: Hear us, Lord. Grant our prayers.
(Silence) Let us pray to the Lord. 		Response: God of love, hear us.
(Silence) Let us pray.				Response: Lord, be mindful of your love.
(Silence) For this we pray.	Response: Hear us, God of [love / compassion / strength / justice / creativity]
(Silence) Lord, hear us.			Response: Lord, hear our prayer.
(Silence) Lord, hear us.			Response: Lord, graciously hear us.
(Silence) With confidence, we pray.		Response: Remember us, Lord, in your love.
(Silence) Lord, in your mercy.			Response: Hear our prayer.
(Silence) In faith we pray.			Response: Christ be our light!
(Silence) Jesus, our model.			Response: Teach us to live by your Spirit!
(Silence) God of love 				Response: Hear our prayer.
(Silence) Lord, meet us in the silence	Response: and hear our prayer.
(Silence) [A refrain sung by all]








Concluding Prayer / Collect:

This prayer is prayed by the celebrant and follows the pattern of You – Who – Do – Through.

1. O God, you know all things,
hear the prayers of your people
and be pleased to answer their cries.
We make our prayer through Christ, our Lord. R. Amen.

2. Lord Jesus,
you are present in the midst of believers who gather in your name:
hear the prayers of your family
and, in your goodness, be willing to grant them
for you live and reign for ever and ever. R. Amen.

3. Father truly good, you alone are great, you alone are holy!
Receive the prayers that we address to you in trust,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. R. Amen.

4. Lord, you know us, and you know what is good for us.
In your goodness, hear our prayers,
and give us in abundance that which we ask in faith.
We make our prayer through Christ, our Lord. R. Amen.

5. God of all creation,
All things and all people are in your care.
May your vision for the world be effective in our lives,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. R. Amen.

6. God of love,
We make these prayers, and the prayers of our hearts,
through Christ, our Lord. R. Amen.
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