Introduction

Good  evening.

On  behalf  of  the  first  year  class,  I  would  like  to  welcome  you  all  here  this  evening.

During  Mass  this  evening,  we  pray  for  the  first  year  students,  their  families  and  their  teachers.

We  pray  that  we  will  be  happy,  develop  good  friendships  and  work  well  together  in  our  new  community.

Opening   Prayer

God  of  wisdom  and  understanding,  you  have  guided  your  people  throughout  history.  Help  us  to  grow  in  faith  and  understanding  in  the  coming  year.  open  our  minds  to  your  truth  and  our  hearts  to  your  love  that  we  may  grow  in  wisdom  and  grace.  We  ask  this  through  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  lives  and  reigns  with  you  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  One  God  forever  and  ever.  Amen.

First  Reading






(12:4-6)

A  reading  from  the  prophet  Isaiah.



A  day  is  coming  when  people  will  sing,

Give  thanks  to  the  Lord!

Call  for  him  to  help  you!

Tell  all  the  nations  what  he  has  done!

Tell  them  how  great he  is!

Sing  to  the  Lord  because  of  all  the  great  things  he  has   done.

Let  the  whole  world  hear  the  news.

Let  everyone  who  lives  in  Zion  shout  and  sing!

Israel’s  holy  God  is  great,

And  he  lives  among  his  people.
This  is  the  word  of  the  Lord.

Responsorial  Psalm
Response:  We  thank  you  for  the  wonder  of  friendship.
Lord, you  search  me  and  you  know  me.

You  know  my  resting  and  my  rising.

You  discern  my  purpose  from  afar.

Response

For  it  was  you  who  created  my  being.

I  thank  you  for  the  wonder  of  my  being,

For  the  wonders  of  all  your  creation.

Response.

Second  Reading





(12:8-ff)

A  reading  from  the  letter  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Romans.


Do  not  pretend  to  love,  but  sincerely  prefer  right  to  wrong.  Love  each  other  as  much  as  brothers  and  sisters  should,  and  have  a deep  respect  for  each  other.  Work  for  the  Lord  with  great  effort.  If  you  have  hope,  this  will  make  you  cheerful.  Do  not  give  up  if  troubles  come.  Treat  everyone  with  equal  kindness.  Do  all  you  can  to  live  in  peace  with  everyone.
This  is the  word  of  the  Lord.

Gospel  Acclamation
Alleluia,  Alleluia


God  is  love,


Let  us  love  one  another  as  God  has  loved  us.

Alleluia,  Alleluia

Gospel






(John  15:12-17)

A  Reading  from  the  Holy  Gospel  according  to  John.

…..You  are  my  friends  if  you  do  what  I  command  you.  I  shall  not  call  you  servants  anymore,  because  the  servant  does  not  know  the  master’s  business;  I  call  you  friends,  because  I  have  made  known  to  you  everything  I  have  learned  from  my  father.  What  I  command  you  is  to  love  one  another.

This  is  the  Gospel  of  the  Lord.

Prayer  of  the  Faithful
For  ourselves,  that  we  may  work  to  our  full  potential  during  the  coming  year.

Lord,  hear  us.

For  all  those  who  work  in  our  school,  the  teachers  and  ancillary  staff,  that  they  and  their  work  will  be  blessed.

Lord,  hear  us.

For  all  those  who  find  study  or  school  life  difficult,  that  they  may  find  support  in  those  around  them.

Lord,  hear  us.

For  our  parents  and  all  our  families,  that  they  may  have  good  health  and  happiness.  We  remember  anyone  who  is  ill  at  home  at  the  moment.

Lord,  hear  us.

For  our  deceased  relatives  and  friends.  (P…A…U…S…E)  That  they  may  rest  in  peace.

Lord,  hear  us.

For  all  those  who  suffer  at  this  time – the  sick,  the  bereaved,  that  they  may  find  comfort.

Lord,  hear  us.

Commentary  on  Offertory  Procession
_________________  presents  a  school  jumper  with  the  school  crest  and  ______________  presents  a  school  book.  

This  is  a  symbol  of  the  new  community  to  which  we  all  belong.

______________  presents  a  football,  ___________  presents  a  set  of  paints  and  a  paint brush,  and  _______________  presents  a  music  book.

These  gifts  symbolise  our  talents.  

Today  we  offer  them  for  the  good  of  all.

________________  and  ________________  present  the  bread  and  wine.  

Communion  Reflection
Lord,

As  I  take  my  first  steps  towards  adulthood,

You  are  there  to  care  for  me.

As  I  learn  new  skills

Help  me  to  use  them  to  make  life  better  for  the  people  around  me.

Guide  me  as  I  listen  to  the  stories  of  my  faith.  

Give  me  the  wisdom  to  know  how  to  act  in  difficult  situations.

Thank  you  for  my  family,
For  all  the people  who  have  helped  me  to  grow,

Who  picked  me  up  when  I  fell,

Taught  me  to  tie  my  shoe  laces,

Told  me  stories,

Helped  me  to  learn  to  ride  a  bicycle.

Through  them  I  experience  some  of  your  great  love  for  me.

