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Mary’s Dream. 
I had a dream, Joseph: 
I don’t understand it, 

but I think it was about a birthday celebration for our son.

The people in my dream had been preparing for about 6 weeks. 

They had decorated the house and bought new clothes. 

They’d gone shopping many times 

and bought many elaborate gifts.

It was peculiar, though, because the presents weren’t for our son. 

They wrapped them in beautiful paper 

and stacked them under a tree. 

That’s right Joseph, a tree, right inside their homes!

They’d decorated the tree with sparkling ornaments. 

There was a figure like an angel on top of the tree.

Everyone was laughing and happy. 

They gave the gifts to each other, Joseph, 

not to our son. I don’t think they even knew him. 

They never mentioned his name. 

I had the strangest feeling that, if our son Jesus 

had gone to this celebration, he would have been intruding. 

How sad for someone not to be wanted at his own birthday party!

I’m glad it was only a dream. 

Imagine how awful Joseph, if it had been real.
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The carol THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS is well known but not understood. For Catholics who were persecuted each day has a code word for a religious reality, which the children could remember:
· The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ, which is probably why the phrase is repeated in each verse.

· Two turtledoves were the Old and New Testaments

· Three French hens stood for Faith, Hope and Love.

· The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke & John.

· The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first five books of the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament).

· The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation in Genesis.

· Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit: Prophesy, Service, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy.

· The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes.

· Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self Control.

· The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments.

· The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples.

· The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in The Apostles' Creed. 
This year let us treasure once more the richness of our Faith in God and our Church.
