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Assembly Prayer Service to Remember Our Dead
Speaker 1:  It somehow feels right that the month of November is the one when we think in a special way about our dead friends and relations.  For the ancient Irish, even before the arrival of Christianity in Ireland, the beginning of November was an especially holy time since the great Celtic feast of Samhain (November 1st) was the beginning of the new year.  Our Celtic ancestors believed that the veil between this world and the next was at its thinnest on the eve of Samhain, which we call Halloween.  This is a time when we can feel particularly close to those who have passed on before us.  
Speaker 2:  Lord Our God, we remember our loved ones who have died, especially those who died in the last year.  We remember with gratitude the joy and happiness, the love and friendship they have given us.  We believe that the ties of friendship and affection which knit us as one throughout our lives do not unravel with death.  For you have created every human being out of love and we are destined to live with you.   
Scripture:

Speaker 3:  A Reading from the Gospel of John

Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  In my Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to myself.  So where I am, there you may be also.  And you know the way where I am going.  

Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going, how do we know the way?’  Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one comes to the Father, but through me’.

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Prayers of the Faithful:

Speaker 1:  For those whom we remember at this time – in baptism they were promised eternal life with God.  May we keep their love and memory alive in our hearts as we remember them today.  
Lord hear our prayer...

Speaker 2:  For all who grieve at this time.  May they feel the healing power of God in the midst of their pain and grief.  

Lord hear our prayer...

Speaker 3:  Let us pause to remember those we love who have died and connect with them in our hearts as we listen to this music.  

Hymn: Only in God, John Michael Talbot (available from School Ethos Resource Centre)
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