Advent  Prayer  Service
Wait for the Lord   
Taizé  “Joy on Earth”  
Wait for the Lord whose day is near.  Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart !

· Prepare the way for the Lord.  Make a straight path for God.  Prepare the way for the Lord.

· Rejoice in the Lord always: God is at hand.  Joy and gladness for all who seek the Lord.

· The glory of the Lord shall be revealed.  All the earth will see the Lord.

· I waited for the Lord.  God heard my cry.

· Seek first the kingdom of God.  Seek and you shall find.  

James 5 : 7 – 8

God of power and mercy, open our hearts in welcome.  Remove  the things that hinder us from receiving Christ with joy, so that we may share his wisdom and become one with him when he comes in glory.
Come to us, O Emmanuel.  *
John 1 : 1 - 8

Christ Be Our Light
Bernadette Farrell,  “In Caelo”,  Liam Lawton, Veritas
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.  Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light !  Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light !  Shine in your Church gathered today.
Longing for peace, our world is troubled.  Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us.  Make us your living voice.

Lord of hope and joy, we pray that the unfolding days of Advent may open up possibilities for deepening our appreciation of the precious gift that is Jesus, your loving Son.  Hold us in a spirit of anticipation that we may truly rejoice on Christmas Day at the wonder of the eternal promise he brings. 

Gift of God, O Emmanuel *
O  With  What  Joy  We  Sing  Of  Mary

“Listen”  Weston Priory Monks
O with what joy we sing of Mary, a woman of great love,

whose openness and loving kindness gave birth to God’s own Son.

Mary, O so gentle and discreet, be with us as we pray

to know the whisper of his presence, the wonder of his love.

Luke 1 : 26 – 28
The Angel Gabriel

“Hymns Old and New”
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame.
“All hail,” said he,” thou lowly maiden, Mary, most highly favoured lady.” Gloria !
“For know, the blessed Mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honour thee.

Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favoured lady.”  Gloria !

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head.  “To me be, as it pleaseth God,” she said.

“My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name !”  Most highly favoured lady ! Gloria !
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ was born in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn;
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:  “Most highly favoured lady !”Gloria !

Holy Is His Name
John Michael Talbot   “Our Blessing Cup” CD
Matt. 1 : 18 - 25

 Lord God, so often in the Bible you tell us not to fear, that you are here, and that you are in control.  Often our lives seem out of control, manipulated by others.  That is when we fear.  You sent an angel to Joseph to reassure him and to point him in the right direction.  May we be open to the message of the angels you send us today to remind us of your presence. 

Come to us, O Emmanuel.*
Gracious God of hope, be with us in these dark days of winter.  As the gradual light of the season fills our souls, may we be ready to receive the graces that come to those who wait.  Bless our families and all those we love with the richness of possibility.  Look with kindness on those who are in need and move our hearts to be with them.  Bless these gifts and all that they represent and may we receive in abundance this Christmas from the endless flow of love which is Jesus, our Emmanuel, the perfect present.  We ask this in the Spirit, through Christ our Lord
Gift of God, O Emmanuel *
For You Shall Go Out In Joy
“Alleluia! Amen!   Pg.104
For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace.

The mountains and the hills before you break forth into song.

And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  (2)

Jerusalem arise, stand on the heights,  
and see the joy that comes to you from God.

Rise and clothe yourself in strength.  
Show your splendour to the world

for the Lord has comforted his people.

Advent  Blessing
You believe that the Son of God once came to us;

you look for him to come again.
May his coming bring you the light of his holiness

and free you with his blessing.

Amen.

May God make you steadfast in faith,

joyful in hope, and untiring in love

all the days of your life.

Amen.

You rejoice that our Redeemer came to live with us as man.

When he comes again in glory,

may he reward you with endless life.

Amen.

May Almighty God bless you,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Amen. 

*Refrain from “Come to us, Emmanuel”  from “The Feast of Life” CD    by Marty Haugen
