The Cry of the Earth.

A Pastoral Reflection on Climate Change from the Irish Bishops’ Conference.

What Can Our Parish Do?
*Conduct an ‘Environmental Audit’ of your parish. This might include:

- Establishing a group with responsibility for auditing current environmental practice;

 -Drawing up an environmental policy;

- Monitoring targets and promoting good practice in the parish.

*Invite families, schools & individuals in your parish to calculate their carbon footprint and to set targets for reducing carbon emissions. A number of ‘carbon calculators’ are available online, including at www.change.ie and www.carboncalculator.co.uk.

*Enrol in the Eco-Congregation Ireland environmental programme for Churches. This programme offers resources & practical suggestions for Churches & individual Christians who wish to live out their ‘vocation’ to care for God’s creation as part of their

Christian faith. 

*Include the theme of care for God’s creation in homilies, prayers of the faithful and examinations of conscience. 

*Have occasional displays and other activities in your parish on the theme of caring for God’s creation. Regularly include details of initiatives being taken or proposals for action in your parish newsletter.  

*Some practical actions you might take at home, in the parish, in parish organisations and in parish schools include: 

*Monitor and improve the efficiency of your energy use having

first completed an energy audit; 

*Explore how more use could be made of renewable energy sources; 

*Assess your level of waste generation and set targets for reducing waste; 

*Use recycled and recyclable materials wherever possible. 

For example: 

-Refrain from using disposable plastic cups and other utensils at parish functions;

-Use recyclable shrine candles. Ask your supplier to provide them; 

-Use environmentally friendly cleaning materials

-Use recycled paper. Assess your use of bulletins and missalettes and explore the viability of more environmentally efficient options; 

-Use more of your page when typing letters or other documents. Review the default margin settings on your computer software to use more of the page. 

*Look at shared spaces in the parish, in the local community, around your home and consider how they might be used to promote tree planting or conservation projects. *Engage with statutory, voluntary & community groups in your area to explore ways of working together to improve the local environment and promote good environmental practice. 

*Display an energy certificate in a prominent place in parish buildings. Since 1 January 2009 all public buildings in Ireland over 1,000 square metres in size are required by law to display a ‘DEC’ (Display Energy Certificate), showing their energy efficiency rating. For further details see www.sei.ie or contact Sustainable Energy Ireland.

These are only some of the practical actions you might consider taking. In deciding what actions you can take it is worth recalling the words of Cardinal Brady in the Foreword:
Every action taken in favour of a just and more sustainable environment, no matter how small, has an intrinsic value. Action at a global level, as well as every individual action that contributes to integral human development and global solidarity, helps to construct a more sustainable environment and, therefore, a better world.       November  2009
