Ceiliúradh na nÓg – Youth Celebration Day

Over 380 students from post-primary schools across the Diocese of Kerry are gathering together for a celebration day in the Brandon Hotel, Tralee on Thursday 22nd March. All post-primary schools in the Diocese of Kerry were invited to participate in ‘Ceiliúradh na nÓg’ which is a vehicle to involve young people in parish life. With the theme of “In Communion with Christ and with one another” the young people undertook actions in their schools and parishes and worked on various school parish links. 
The parish links are vast and varied. Some students linked with the elderly in their parish and visited the nursing home or hospital. Others got more involved in church life forming choirs, participating in the liturgy through drama or being Ministers of the Word or Ministers of the Eucharist. Parish links included helping with the procession of the Eucharistic Congress bell. Students were involved with local charities and many schools collected hampers for St Vincent de Paul and fundraised for other local groups.
Having participated in Ceiliúradh na nÓg throughout the year and working on their parish links the students are then invited to a celebration day on Thursday where they will be interviewed by Weeshie Fogharty on their parish links. Bishop Bill Murphy will meet with the students and each student will receive a certificate of participation from Bishop Bill.

As well as meeting other school groups the students will have chance to participate in song, music, movement and workshops. In the afternoon the students will have the privilege of hearing from our Guest Speaker Micheal O Muircheartaigh who will speak on the theme of ‘In Communion with Christ and with one another’
This event is organised by Edwina Gottstein, the Diocesan Advisor for Religious Education in post primary schools. Edwina believes that given the opportunity, young people will actively become involved and become active in their parishes.  Ceiliúradh na nÓg provides a way to give young people the opportunity to belong to church today.
Quotes from Edwina Gottstein:

‘Young people are using their individual gifts and talents to make a difference in their parish. It is important that we acknowledge and celebrate their contributions through events like Ceiliúradh na Óg.’ 

‘The young people have been very committed and enthusiastic with their parish links and this deserves recognition.’

‘Young people are not the church of the future, they are the church today and when given the opportunity they play their part.’

‘The young people and their teachers bring a great energy and sense of hope in church life today.’ 

‘Teachers make it all possible and it is important that we acknowledge their role, without them and their students ‘Ceiliúradh na nÓg would not be happen.’

‘The response to attend the Celebration day surpassed our expectations – it is a very positive sign that so many young people want to attend.’

Quote from Teachers

 ‘Ceiliúradh na nÓg is a voice for the young people.’
 ‘The altruistic aspect of Ceiliúradh na nÓg helps students to realise their social responsibility and they experience personal satisfaction when they give back to their community particularly at parish level.’
 ‘Ceiliúradh na nÓg is a great way to get young people involved and active in their parish.’

 ‘The Celebration Day is always a fantastic day and one which the boys always talk about positively afterwards.’

 ‘The enthusiasm and commitment of the students to their projects is highly commendable and praiseworthy.’

For further information contact Edwina Gottstein at 064-6632644 or 087 2883127 or email reledkerry@eircom.net 
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