Press Release – Eucharistic Congress Bell


Church in Kerry Prepares for Eucharistic Congress Bell

Parishes throughout the Diocese of Kerry are busily preparing for the visit of the Eucharistic Congress Bell which will be visiting the Diocese from Wednesday 16th November to Wednesday 30th November.  The visit is part of a nationwide and international pilgrimage in preparation for the International Eucharistic Congress to be held in Dublin next June.  The Bell, which has travelled throughout much of Ireland since its blessing by Archbishop Diarmuid Martin on St Patrick’s Day, will provide a focal point for communities to gather in prayer in preparation for the Congress.  The Pilgrimage through the Diocese of Kerry will begin in Tarbert at 3pm on Wednesday 16th November and will visit every part of the Diocese, before concluding its journey on the Beara peninsula.

The local Eucharistic Congress Delegate, Fr Bernard Healy is enthusiastic about the pilgrimage.  “The ringing of a bell catches our attention.  It is an invitation to gather in prayer and I hope that the visit of the Congress Bell will encourage parish communities to come together to celebrate their faith.  The Eucharist builds community and solidarity in difficult times.  We need to celebrate that.”  

The Bell will be visiting each of the 12 Pastoral Areas, or groups of neighbouring parishes, in the Diocese of Kerry in turn.  Local communities are already organising a variety of events centred around the Bell’s call to prayer.  Pageants, processions, school visits, vigils, Masses and commemorations of the faithful departed have already been planned.  The Bell will be visiting local sites of pilgrimage and many of the Diocese’s churches.

The Pilgrimage of the Bell is intended to promote the theme of the Eucharistic Congress: The Eucharist: Communion with Christ and with One Another.  It is an invitation for all people to gather in prayer in order to deepen their relationship with Christ and with one another as parish communities.  It is also intended to remind people about the International Eucharistic Congress 
which will be held at the RDS in Dublin from the 10th to the 17th of next June.  

Fr Bernard Healy explains that the word has yet to get out about the Congress:  “The visit of the Bell is an invitation to come to Dublin next June for the Congress.  I don’t think many people know what to expect of the Congress.  We will be welcoming tens of thousands of enthusiastic international pilgrims to Dublin next year and I hope that the people of Kerry will make the trip to the RDS for a day to see what the Congress is all about.  They will find something for everyone – prayer, celebration of the Mass, workshops and talks, concerts, dramas, Irish and international choirs, exhibitions, a youth programme and the chance to meet with pilgrims from all over the world.  Some of the most sought after speakers in the world will be coming to Dublin to give their testimony.  A day at the Congress will be enjoyable and uplifting.”  

Further details of the events in the parishes of the Diocese will be publicised locally and on the website of the Diocese:  www.dioceseofkerry.ie 

More information about the International Eucharistic Congress can be found at: www.iec2012.ie 

The Pilgrimage of the Eucharistic Congress Bell in the Diocese of Kerry is being co-ordinated by Fr Bernard Healy CC Dingle who can be reached at bernard.healy@gmail.com 

Appendix:  Timetable of Eucharistic Congress Bell Visit to Kerry

	Date
	Pastoral Area

	Wednesday 16th Nov. & Thursday 17th Nov
	North Kerry Pastoral Area 

(Tarbert & District)

	Thursday 17th Nov. & Friday 18th Nov.
	Listowel Pastoral Area 



	Friday 18th Nov. & Saturday 19th Nov.
	St Brendan’s Pastoral Area

(Abbeydorney, Ardfert, Ballyheigue & Causeway)

	Saturday 19th Nov. to Monday 21th Nov.  (Feast of Christ the King)
	Tralee Pastoral Area

(Tralee & District)

	Monday 21st Nov, to Tuesday 22nd Nov.
	Corca Dhuibhne Pastoral Area

(Dingle Penninsula)

	Tuesday 22nd Nov. to Wednesday 23rd Nov.
	Iveragh Pastoral Area

(Cahirciveen & District)

	Wednesday 23rd Nov. to Thursday 24th Nov.
	Killorglin Pastoral Area

(Killorglin & District)

	Thursday 24th Nov. to Friday 25th Nov.
	Castleisland Pastoral Area

(Castleisland & District)

	Friday 25th Nov. to Saturday 26th Nov.
	Millstreet Pastoral Area

(Millstreet, Rathmore & District)

	Saturday 26th Nov. to Monday 28th Nov. 
(1st Sunday of Advent) 
	Killarney Pastoral Area

(Killarney & District)

	Monday 28th Nov. to Tuesday 29th Nov.
	Kenmare Pastoral Area

(Kenmare & District)

	Tuesday 29th Nov. to Wednesday 30th Nov.
	Beara Pastoral Area

(Castletownbere & District)
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