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The Ministry of Sacristan


1. Will I have to change anything I do?
Sacristans will need to become used to a different altar missal. The new altar missal will be available in two formats:  there is an Altar edition and Chapel edition, for use at the priest’s chair: this will be smaller and lighter, and will be the missal that servers hold up for the priest to read from. You will also need to become familiar with the additions in the 3rd translation of the Roman Missal. 
The new English language Missal is a translation of the third edition of the Latin Missale Romanum, published in 2002, with an amended reprint in 2008. It contains what is in the Missal in use since 1975 but with many additions. However, it omits texts that are not in the Latin Missal, most notably, the alternative Opening Prayers for Sundays which were composed for the 1975 Missal. 
The additions include:

· Three additional Eucharistic Prayers, that is, the two Eucharistic Prayers for

Reconciliation, introduced for the Holy Year of 1975, and the Eucharistic Prayer for

Masses for Various Needs, which was approved for Ireland in 1995;
· Some Mass texts included in the second edition of the Latin Missal in 1975;

· Prayers over the People for the days of Lent, reviving an old liturgical tradition;

· New formularies for the dismissal which Pope Benedict XVI requested in order to 
show the link between the celebration of the Eucharist and living the Eucharist;

· Masses for over twenty feasts that have been placed on the General Calendar since

1975, for example, St Maximilian Kolbe, St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith

Stein), St Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio), Our Lady of Guadalupe;
· The Patrons of Europe, which are noted;

· Though not in the Latin Missal, our National Proper, that is, the prayers for Masses of

our Irish Calendar, placed in sequence within the General Calendar. These prayers and also readings where given have been published as the National Proper for Ireland in 2009;

· some extra Masses of the Blessed Virgin Mary, mostly taken from the Collection of

Masses of the Blessed Virgin Mary published in 1987;

· some extra Mass texts for Votive Masses and Masses for Various Needs and Occasions;

· the extended Vigil of Pentecost;

· the inclusion of music in place where it i used rather than in appendices;

· the revised General Instruction of the Roman Missal. This was published in 2005.
As sacristans, you may also need to be familiar with the congregational card that will be used to allow people to become familiar with the new responses and postures. Apart from the new texts of the Order of Mass, most other things should remain unchanged. There will eventually be a new Lectionary to go with the new Missal, but this will not happen for several years.  
The Ministry of Server 
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1. Will I have to change anything I do?
You will need to know the same changes to sung and spoken responses and prayers as everyone else. You’ll also need to become used to a different altar missal. As the Mass will sound different for a while, you will need to get used to what that means for your ministry – e.g. knowing when to move, bring forward the chalice and ciboria, etc.  

It might be an idea to ask your priest to have a practice with you all before you start serving at Mass with the new translation. Apart from the new texts of the Order of Mass, your serving duties should not be affected.
2. What else do I need to know?
Service at the altar represents a long liturgical tradition. Servers exercise their ministry within the assembly and enhance the quality of celebration for the whole assembly by taking part in processions and by ensuring that all requisites for the celebration are available at the appropriate moments. So you are part of a long tradition!
Servers hold the book while the presiding priest proclaims the presidential prayers with outstretched hands. They bring and hold such things as books, thuribles, water jug and towel, plates and dishes, and microphones. They lead the entrance and concluding processions with the cross and candles; they escort the deacon (or priest) to the ambo and stand at his side while he proclaims the Gospel reading. They may, on more solemn occasions, accompany the procession with the gifts. They look after the thurible, prepare it for the priest or deacon, and themselves may incense the assembly and other ministers. Notice what servers do in other parishes...learn from what they do.
Prayer for Servers
Thank you, God,
 for calling me to serve at your altar this day.
 Help me to be calm and joyful 
to remember everything 
and do my tasks well. 
I ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.
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Some of the resources presented here have been adapted from resources prepared for the introduction of the new translation of the Roman Missal by National Centre for Liturgy, Ireland; Liturgy Office of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales; and Bishops’ Conference of Scotland.


