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For those who support Children’s Liturgy of the Word and Do this in Memory in our parishes

What’s this I hear about a new Missal?

It’s not a new Missal, but a new translation of the Missal we have now.

Why do we need a new translation?

Because the first one was done in a bit of a hurry, and it was always envisaged that we would revise it. In 2001, new norms for translation were issued, requiring a fuller and accurate translation of the Latin –our liturgical books are translations of the Latin edition.
Does that mean that our present Mass has been wrong?

No, not at all. The Mass will sound different, but it will still be the same Mass. We will all be affected by new responses and other changes in texts, because we all join together in the celebration. All of us will need to become familiar with the new responses and postures....it will take time!
The purpose of adapting liturgy for children is to lead them into full, conscious and active participation in the liturgy of the parish. Participation in liturgy forms our habits because we are ritual people and learn through repetition and copying. So we need to take the new responses and postures as they are being used at Mass, and make the young people in our care aware of them, helping them to come to an understanding of them, appropriate to their own age level. For further reading material on the changes in the new translation of the Roman Missal, check out www.dioceseofkerry.ie/liturgy
Introductory Rites
There are 3 main changes here that we will need to draw children’s attention to:

· Our response to the priest saying, The Lord be with you, will now be And with your spirit. This will occur 4 times during our liturgy.
· Notice that in the Confiteor, we will strike our breast at ‘through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault,’ as we acknowledge that we have sinned before God and one another

· We will be using a new text for the Confiteor and the Gloria, so invite the children to read along with it, or invite parents/guardians to read it with them at home, and help them to become familiar with it.

Liturgy of the Word
During the Children’s Liturgy of the Word in parishes, the children experience the same readings of scripture and opportunity for reflection as the adults in the main assembly. A specific place is prepared for the Book of the Word for children, so that they see the importance of God’s word in our lives.
· Encourage and invite attentiveness to Jesus speaking to us through Scripture.

· Get children to join in the Alleluia Acclamation 

· Show children how to make the Sign of the Cross on the forehead, lips and breast in preparation to hear the Gospel. 

· At the end of the reading, the children will hear The word of the Lord, and their response will be Thanks be to God.  Likewise at the end of the Gospel, they will hear The Gospel of the Lord and they will respond with Praise to you, O Christ. If you are inviting an adult to proclaim the word, please draw their attention to this change.
· There are changes in both the Nicene Creed and the Apostles’ Creed – take time with children just to let them become familiar with the new words. Consubstantial may cause difficulty as it is not a word we are familiar with – it means ‘of the same substance’.
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Liturgy of the Eucharist

There are changes of responses and postures during the Eucharistic Prayer. These are all outlined on the diocesan congregational card – invite children and their parents/guardians to take a copy of the new responses home, so that children can become familiar with the new responses and postures.
· Invitation to Communion 
As the priest invites us to receive Holy Communion, he will say ‘Behold’, rather than ‘This is’, ‘the Lamb of God’. ‘Behold’ means ‘to look at’ and is our invitation to adore Christ who we are about to receive in Holy Communion.  We are used to saying ‘Lord I am not worthy to receive you’ ... This will change to: ‘Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed’.

This is almost exactly what the Roman Centurion said when he came and begged Jesus to heal his servant. When Jesus says he will come to the Centurion’s house, the man knows that Jesus doesn’t need to do that, that just his word will be enough. The Centurion says: ‘Lord I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word and my servant will be healed’. Our new reply changes only one word of the Centurion’s speech - my servant becomes my soul will be healed.

Closing Rite

At this stage of our Mass, we have been nourished by our gathering as an assembly, we have been nourished by the word of God and by the Bread and Cup of life. Now we are sent out with this Good News to share it with others, through the way in which we live our lives. 
The dismissal, after the Final Blessing, has been changed and there are now four options. All use the verb, Go, which is reminiscent of Christ’s command to his disciples after his resurrection, ‘Go, make disciples of all the nations.’ [Mt 28:19a]. We are changed by our experience at this Eucharistic celebration – now we must let this shine through in our lives! In all cases, our response is Thanks be to God – we give thanks for having participated in this celebration.
Priest:  
Go forth, the Mass is ended. 


or
Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
or
Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.  
or

Go in peace. 

All:
Thanks be to God. 

Some of the resources presented here have been adapted from resources prepared for the introduction of the new translation of the Roman Missal by National Centre for Liturgy, Ireland; Liturgy Office of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales; and Bishops’ Conference of Scotland.


