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1. What change will I notice most?
At the end of every reading, instead of saying “This is the word of the Lord”, you will be asked to say simply “The word of the Lord”.

2. Why is this happening?
Several reasons:

(a) 
The Latin is Verbum Domini — the word of the Lord. “This is” does not appear there.

(b) 
It emphasises that the word of the Lord is what is proclaimed by the reader and takes root in the hearts of the people, not what is printed in a book. Saying “This is the word of the Lord” can give the wrong impression. (You have probably seen priests and deacons raising the book as they say “This is the Gospel of the Lord”. If they are going to raise the book, they should really be saying “This is the Book of the Gospel of the Lord”! Of course, they are not supposed to raise the book at all, and in future they will be asked to say simply “The Gospel of the Lord”, once again emphasising that the Gospel is present in the proclamation of the text, not in the printing on the page. The point is that the book is like a tabernacle of the word: it contains the word, but it is not actually the word itself, in same way that a score of Beethoven’s 5th Symphony contains the musical ‘instructions’, but the music itself only comes alive when the piece is played.)

3. What else might I think about in my ministry?
Many of the Ministers of the Word are very experienced at their ministry, and they have proclaimed the readings at Mass for many years.  Sometimes when something is familiar to us, we need to step back from it. Let’s think again about the ministry of the reader.
· The reader proclaims, reads aloud the assigned reading for this day...so that all of the congregation might hear God’s word;

· The reader draws us into the message that is being given to us at this time. The reader acts as an instrument for God’s message and they are called to communicate this message to others.
· Pray with God’s word prior to proclaiming....the more the Word of God becomes alive and rich in your life, the more it will speak to those to whom you proclaim the Word.
So next time you are proclaiming the reading for your parish, remember that they depend on you to hear God’s word for them today.
Practical Suggestions as you prepare:

· Read through the text a number of times – be familiar with it;

· Note where you will need to pause to make sense of the reading;

· Listen to yourself read it a aloud a few times;

· Look at the layout of the text in the lectionary - be familiar with it;

· Practise with the microphone in your own church  - notice what YOU need to do to be heard and understood clearly in this place;

· Ask others for feedback.

Gentle Reminders for the Proclamation of the Readings:

· Wait until everyone is seated before coming forward to take your place at the lectern;

· Begin by looking at those to whom you will proclaim the word;

· Proclaim from the lectionary, rather than from the missalette;

· Trust that we know our way through the Liturgy of the Word ... there is no need to say First Reading.. or The Response is..;
· Take time to say A reading from ...... and pause again before proclaiming, The Word of the Lord;
· Take time with your reading of the text...and take time to connect with your congregation;

· Speak slowly enough, clearly enough, loudly enough for each person to hear you;

· Give time to silence...let us absorb what you have proclaimed to us;

· Take your time coming down from the lectern.
Focal Scoir
May the strength of God pilot us, 

may the wisdom of God instruct us, 

may the hand of God protect us, 

may the Word of God direct us, 
be always ours this day and for evermore. 

St. Patrick     4th Century
Some of the resources presented here have been adapted from resources prepared for the introduction of the new translation of the Roman Missal by National Centre for Liturgy, Ireland; Liturgy Office of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales; and Bishops’ Conference of Scotland.

