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Liturgy Groups




What’s this I hear about a new Missal?

It’s not a new Missal, but a new translation of the Missal we have now.

Why do we need a new translation?

Because the first one was done in a bit of a hurry, and it was always envisaged that we would revise it. In 2001, new norms for translation were issued, requiring a fuller and accurate translation of the Latin –our liturgical books are translations of the Latin edition.
Does that mean that our present Mass has been wrong?

No, not at all. The Mass will sound different, but it will still be the same Mass. We will all be affected by new responses and other changes in texts, because we all join together in the celebration. All of us will need to become familiar with the new responses and postures....it will take time!

Will I need to change anything I do?

Probably not a great deal. However, think of it as a fresh start – getting used to the new translation of the Roman Missal gives us an opportunity to look at everything we do, and how we do it. 

Is this the most important thing for the Irish church right now?

How we celebrate Eucharist informs how we understand our commitments to one another, as sisters and brothers of Jesus, and children of God, led by the Spirit.  Sharing a common text will mean that our prayers will be in common with the universal Church community. But that is not enough. Eucharist is not just words, but is also about the people who celebrate, the symbols we use and the actions we do. So let’s not just focus on the words, but ask ourselves how can our Sunday celebration can be experiences of faith and community, nourishing our lives everyday.

What do we need to focus on?

· Be familiar with the new responses and postures – take a sheet with all our new responses home with you and know what is new and what has not changed.

· Look at each of the liturgical groups in your parish – what support do they need? Has someone checked in with them? Are they aware of the changes that are involved for their ministry?

· Think about how you will pray at Mass with the new responses from Sunday November 27th 2011. Do you need to have people handing out the congregational cards at the beginning of Mass, or will you leave them on the seats? 
· Think about how you will enable people to change to the new postures – is it easiest to have someone leading all from the front seats?...or for a while, do you have someone indicate the standing up or sitting down from a prominent place?....or have you another suggestion? It is really important that this role is not left to the priest – it distracts from our prayer at Mass, if the priest gives directions and leads the prayers!!

· Let’s use our parish noticeboard and newsletter to good effect. Why not highlight a copy of the changes for people on the noticeboard? Leave photocopied copies of the changes and explanations at the doors of the church. Use inserts for the newsletter to draw people’s attention to changes as they happen. 

· Make a list of all the occasional groups/individuals who join us for Mass e.g. schools, day care centres, nursing homes, funerals, weddings – have we extra congregational cards for these occasions?
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Planning as a liturgy group from Sept 2011 – December 2011

Over the past year, we have concentrated on how we celebrate the Gathering and the Liturgy of the Word in our parishes, trying to help people to experience the prayer of these elements of our Mass. Over the coming months we are invited to experience anew the Liturgy of the Eucharist as we journey with an aspect of the theme of the Eucharistic Congress - Christ gathers us to be nourished by the Bread of Life. 
What can we do?

· The presentation of the gifts is a simple way in which the liturgy highlights our giving of ourselves. Make it the norm in your parish to bring forward the bread and wine from the congregation. It can be a great way to involve parents and children.

· Christ gathers us to be nourished by the Bread of Life – Christ wants to feed everyone, but some people will not be able to come to our Sunday Mass. Is communion brought from our parish celebration to those who are ill at home? To those in nursing homes? 

· Let’s look again at the symbols we use....do they look nourishing? Sometime the priest uses a host

that cannot be seen easily by the congregation. A small communion host does not speak of the abundant generosity of our God who seeks to nourish us with the Bread of Life.  Glencairn Monastery, Co. Waterford make larger hosts that look more like bread. Why not think about making the change?
· Most parishes are aware of the needs of those who have a coeliac condition. As we minister the host to those who wish to receive, let’s make sure that we also have a Minister of the Eucharist available to minister the cup to those who wish to receive from the cup.

· The altar is the table around which we are gathered to be nourished by the Bread of Life.  Let’s highlight that this is a table to gather around – let’s dress the table after the Liturgy of the Word. It only takes a moment to put on the corporal, to place the Roman Missal, to bring forward the gifts of bread and wine....but it is a simple way of highlighting the move from the Liturgy of the Word to the Liturgy of the Eucharist, and of drawing us into the next part of our celebration. 
Focal Scoir

From the Eucharist comes strength to live the Christian life 

and zeal to share that life with others.

 

 Pope John Paul II
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Some of the resources presented here have been adapted from resources prepared for the introduction of the new translation of the Roman Missal by National Centre for Liturgy, Ireland; Liturgy Office of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales; and Bishops’ Conference of Scotland.

