Press Release – Eucharistic Congress Bell in Dingle


Dingle Parish Prepares to Launch Eucharistic Congress Bell on the Waves

The parishioners of Dingle and the Corca Dhuibhne area are preparing a unique celebration of their faith and culture on Tuesday next, 22nd November at 12 noon, as they send the Eucharistic Congress Bell on pilgrimage across Dingle Bay to Valentia.  The Bell, which is touring the parishes of Kerry as part of the national preparation for next June’s Eucharistic Congress, will ring out the Angelus on the pier, and following music and prayers, will be carried aboard the MV Maum an Oraigh by students of Pobalscoil Corcha Dhuibhne.  A stalwart group of West Kerry pilgrims will make the sea journey with the Bell to the pier in Knightstown, Valentia, where it will be received by the parishioners of that island at about 1.45pm.

The organiser Fr Bernard Healy explains the idea of the pilgrimage:

“In preparation for the Congress, we are encouraged to celebrate our faith and heritage in our local parishes, according to the theme of the Congress Communion with Christ and with One Another.”  Our celebration in Dingle recognises the impact of the sea on our religious history.  The historians tell us that Christianity arrived in this area from the sea, and the maritime history of the area shaped our outlook.  We think of St Brendan and the monks of Skellig.  We recognise the links between the Dingle and Iveragh peninsulas, and Dingle’s historic association with the great pilgrimage site of Santiago de Compostella.  We pay respect to a faith which recognised the bounty of the sea, but also the danger of the elements and the necessity for neighbours to live together as a strong community.  We will toll the Congress Bell in memory of our dead, especially those lost at sea.”

The celebration will take place at the foot of Dingle pier where a number of monuments paint a picture of the peninsula’s relationship with the sea.  One plaque commemorates the landing of the Spanish and Papal troops massacred at Dún an Óir, whilst another records the tradition of the town as being a departure point for Irish pilgrims who wished to make their pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostella.  Austin McQuinn’s abstract sculpture Undertow also evokes the power of the sea and the town’s most famous resident, Fungi is commemorated nearby in bronze.

The Dingle Peninsula also has a significant connection with the last International Eucharistic Congress held in Ireland in 1932.  Popular local priest, Fr Tomás Ó hIcheadha of Báíle an Fheirtéaraigh travelled to that Congress in Dublin as a small boy.

The Eucharistic Congress Bell arrived in Kerry on Wednesday 16th November and will be visiting all 12 Pastoral Areas of the Diocese in the period up to Wednesday 30th when it will be handed on to the people of the Cork & Ross Diocese. 

Further details of the events in the parishes of the Diocese will be publicised locally and on the website of the Diocese:  www.dioceseofkerry.ie 

More information about the International Eucharistic Congress can be found at: www.iec2012.ie 

The Pilgrimage of the Eucharistic Congress Bell in the Diocese of Kerry is being co-ordinated by Fr Bernard Healy CC Dingle who can be reached at bernard.healy@gmail.com 

Appendix:  Timetable of Eucharistic Congress Bell Visit to Kerry

	Date
	Pastoral Area

	Wednesday 16th Nov. & Thursday 17th Nov
	North Kerry Pastoral Area 

(Tarbert & District)

	Thursday 17th Nov. & Friday 18th Nov.
	Listowel Pastoral Area 



	Friday 18th Nov. & Saturday 19th Nov.
	St Brendan’s Pastoral Area

(Abbeydorney, Ardfert, Ballyheigue & Causeway)

	Saturday 19th Nov. to Monday 21th Nov.  (Feast of Christ the King)
	Tralee Pastoral Area

(Tralee & District)

	Monday 21st Nov, to Tuesday 22nd Nov.
	Corca Dhuibhne Pastoral Area

(Dingle Penninsula)

	Tuesday 22nd Nov. to Wednesday 23rd Nov.
	Iveragh Pastoral Area

(Cahirciveen & District)

	Wednesday 23rd Nov. to Thursday 24th Nov.
	Killorglin Pastoral Area

(Killorglin & District)

	Thursday 24th Nov. to Friday 25th Nov.
	Castleisland Pastoral Area

(Castleisland & District)

	Friday 25th Nov. to Saturday 26th Nov.
	Millstreet Pastoral Area

(Millstreet, Rathmore & District)

	Saturday 26th Nov. to Monday 28th Nov. 
(1st Sunday of Advent) 
	Killarney Pastoral Area

(Killarney & District)

	Monday 28th Nov. to Tuesday 29th Nov.
	Kenmare Pastoral Area

(Kenmare & District)

	Tuesday 29th Nov. to Wednesday 30th Nov.
	Beara Pastoral Area

(Castletownbere & District)
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